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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 
What is the perception of domestic abuse in 2024, and how does this affect criminal offences?
Why this topic?  Why is it worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation?
This topic has been chosen because it seems interesting to research the different perceptions that the members of the public have on domestic abuse. It is worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation because there is a lot of information regarding this topic and the above question. In-depth research can be done on this topic, and the results will be extremely exciting to see. It also allows for a low-risk research study to be carried out by an undergraduate student. This research can be added to the current research on domestic abuse to further understand and potentially help increase understanding and awareness of the current perception of domestic abuse. The research could identify areas where perception can be changed through education to combat the crime of domestic abuse.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES:
The assessment specification has broken down the structure of the dissertation or placement-based project. Here, you are required to clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives:
The aim is to gather information from members of the public about their perceptions of domestic abuse in 2024.
The first objective is to research and gather as much information as possible about the public’s perception of domestic abuse. To gather information, reliable online and physical resources such as Google, Google Scholar, library systems, journal articles, books, and reports will be used.  
The second objective is to research the history of domestic abuse and its prevalence within the United Kingdom leading up to the year 2024. Research in this area will also explore key themes that developed during the literature review, which will be explored in the survey. The key themes identified are gender, age, and culture.
The third objective is to produce an online general questionnaire survey for the public to participate in and complete on Microsoft Forms, which will gather information on gender, age, and culture as key themes to explore.
The fourth objective is to find out if any criminal offences are affected by the perceptions that the public has of domestic abuse.
The fifth objective is to collaborate all findings for the result and to produce a conclusion explaining the results and findings.

	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans, and list a short bibliography of these key sources. This need not be extensive but will give your supervisor a good point to start from.
Domestic abuse is one or more incidents of controlling, coercive, threatening, degrading and violent behaviour, which can include sexual violence in most cases between those who are sixteen years old and above. Domestic abuse can be carried out by partners, ex-partners, family members and carers. This is generally perpetrated by males. Therefore, women generally experience domestic abuse the most (Home Office, 2024a; Matczak, et al., 2011; Lloyd, 2018). However, consideration must be made that same-sex couples, non-binary couples, and men are also at risk of domestic abuse. This can be seen in recent years with the term of domestic abuse evolving into intimate partner violence. In this case, the term domestic abuse incorporates all individuals and types of domestic abuse within the individual's household (Denysschen & Evans, 2022). 
The perception of domestic abuse in the United Kingdom is that the public understands that it does exist (Sivarajasingam, et al., 2022). However, domestic abuse is also being misunderstood by individuals (Fox, et al., 2014; Worrall, 2013). A 2022 survey was carried out by Woman’s Aid, and they stated that sixty-eight per cent of adults in the United Kingdom believe domestic abuse is a serious issue (Davidge, 2022). There is an increase in domestic abuse awareness through the media (Bovill & White, 2022) and the Domestic Abuse Act (Hunter, 2020). However, there is a gap between awareness and personal risk assessment because nine per cent of individuals believe they may be victims in the future, despite the thirty-seven per cent of individuals who have experienced abuse in the past (Davidge, 2022).
Domestic abuse is a problem because, in 2023, it was reported that more than eight hundred thousand domestic abuse cases in the United Kingdom in the last year. This does not include underreported incidents which would significantly increase the amount of domestic abuse cases (National Statistics, 2023). This is because victims may feel ashamed, scared, and guilty (Stanley, et al., 2012), or they may not be aware of the support and help they can get (Bostock, et al., 2009). It impacts individuals, their families, and the communities (Hill, 2020). Domestic abuse can cause physical harm, such as minor injuries, severe disabilities or even death (Worrall, 2013; Alejo, 2014). It can cause victims to have mental and emotional trauma such as depression, anxiety, post-traumatic stress disorder and a general decline in their mental wellbeing (Humphreys & Thiara, 2003). A financial strain can develop through domestic abuse because the abuser can restrict the victim from spending their money by spending it themselves (Postmus, et al., 2012). If victims decide to move, this will result in a relocation cost (Hirst, 2003; Johnson, 2014), and if a victim loses their job because of domestic abuse, then this will have a significant impact on them (Anderberg & Rainer, 2011). Domestic abuse can have a massive impact on children because those who witness domestic abuse are affected mentally, and they can develop health issues, which can cause them to be at risk of similar experiences in the future (Worrall, 2013; Reed, 2009). Domestic abuse can also have an impact on the wider society because law enforcement, healthcare services and social services all incur a significant amount of costs when dealing with domestic abuse cases (Walby, 2004). Also, having a societal stigma and a lack of knowledge and understanding of domestic abuse can prevent victims from getting the support they need (Othman, et al., 2014).
The perception of domestic abuse can be changed by individuals being more aware and having more of an understanding of domestic abuse through public campaigns and conversations about domestic abuse (Bovill & White, 2002). More support and funding could be given to victims, such as shelters, helplines, and counselling sessions, which can help to better equip them with resources to escape domestic abuse situations (Dudley, 2017). Legal frameworks need to be strengthened, such as legislation and enforcement measures that will help to hold abusers accountable for their crime of domestic abuse (Matczak, et al., 2011). As mentioned previously, the public needs to stop victim blaming because it is not their fault (McCleary-Sills, et al., 2016). There are different forms of abuse that need to be recognised by the public because domestic abuse includes physical violence, and can encompass emotional, financial, and psychological manipulations (Benedictus, et al., 2004). The public needs to be aware that both men and women can be perpetrators and victims of domestic abuse (Alejo, 2014). To prevent further occurrences, individuals need to be educated about healthy relationships and early signs of abuse (Fox, et al., 2014). Open discussions with families, schools, and communities can help victims get help and support. Also, discussions can encourage victims to report abusive situations (Sivarajasingam, et al., 2022). The media can help to raise awareness about domestic abuse by providing accurate and sensitive representations of the crime (Burrell & Dhir, 2023). All professionals, such as law enforcement, medical personnel, social workers, and teachers, should be provided training to identify any signs of abuse and provide support to victims (Sohal, et al., 2020). The public needs to be better informed to recognise and respond to situations regarding domestic abuse, without putting themselves at risk and to understand domestic abuse is everyone’s responsibility and once seen, help needs to be given (Davis, 2019). Communities could get involved to offer victims support and resources to help reduce/prevent isolation within domestic abuse situations (Bird, et al., 2024). Stronger support systems should also be put in place for victims to access resources instantly to get help and support with rebuilding their lives after a domestic abuse incident (Constantino, et al., 2005).
Domestic abuse is a worldwide issue, including in the United Kingdom. Domestic abuse is generally a private matter and occurs typically in the home (Taub, 2020).
There is no evidence of domestic abuse being more prevalent in rural areas or in the cities of the United Kingdom, as it is a worldwide issue, and domestic abuse cases are underreported because victims may be ashamed, scared, or dependent on the abuser. Therefore, there is no data collection on localised prevalence (Heron & Eisma, 2021). 
At the end of March 2021, the Office for National Statistics stated that domestic abuse-related crimes were recorded by the police, and the statistics show that it had risen by 6% to 845,743 in England and Wales. Police officers made thirty-three arrests per one hundred domestic abuse-related crimes at the end of March 2021. This is the same as the previous year 2020 (Office for National Statistics, 2021). At the end of March 2022, the Office for National Statistics stated that 5% of adults aged sixteen years and above (2.4 million) had experienced domestic abuse within the last year. The prevalence of domestic abuse did not have any significant changes by adults from the age of sixteen to fifty-nine years old who had experienced domestic abuse within the last year, compared to the end of March 2020, which was unaffected by the coronavirus and the previous time data was collected. During the end of March 2022, the police recorded 1,500,369 domestic abuse-related incidents and crimes. However, 910,980 of these were recorded as domestic abuse-related crimes in England and Wales (Office for National Statistics, 2022). At the end of March 2023, the Office for National Statistics stated an estimate of 2.1 million people aged sixteen and above (1.4 million women and 751,000 men) who experienced domestic abuse in England and Wales. Again, the prevalence of domestic abuse experienced did not have any significant changes within the last year, compared to the previous year. At the end of March 2023, the police recorded 889,918 domestic abuse-related crimes, which was similar to the previous year. However, these statistics exclude Devon and Cornwall. At the end of March 2023, there were 51,288 domestic abuse-related prosecutions, compared to 53,207 in March 2022 in England and Wales (Office for National Statistics, 2023). This indicates that domestic abuse is an ongoing issue within the United Kingdom, and as attitudes are potentially changing, there seems to be a reduction in domestic abuse cases. However, this information does not take into consideration the idea of the perception of domestic abuse. For example, is the United Kingdom becoming more tolerant of domestic abuse and is reporting it less? The effects of the COVID-19 pandemic are also worth considering, as this was an abnormal time for gathering data (Sivarajasingam, et al., 2022). 
Domestic abuse has existed within families and households, especially against women and girls, for centuries (Foyster, 2005; Delap, 2011). Throughout the previous centuries, laws have mainly ignored and supported this type of violence (Freeman, 1989). For example, for centuries, parents and family members were allowed to hit their children to discipline and have control over them (Talbot, 2009; Bunting, et al., 2010). However, since the year 2022, the Children’s Act (2022) came into force and became law. This means that no parent, family member or anyone can physically abuse a child, such as slapping and hitting them, as it is now against the law. This law protects children from abuse (Home Office, 2023; Gorczowska, 2022). Since the 20th century, women gained more rights (Thane, 2003), and society began to notice the dangers of domestic violence against women (Oram, et al., 2017). However, during the 1970s, there was significant progress (Zorza, 1992). This demonstrates that the perception of domestic abuse is evolving over time within society, and this will have a direct impact on the number of domestic abuse cases as thresholds decrease and more people are protected.
Victims and abusers can prevent domestic abuse if they openly communicate with others about what they are going through, such as their families and friends. The victim and abusers could communicate about issues without being abusive, such as open communication. They could talk to someone, such as doctors and counsellors, to gain support and guidance. Victims should also feel more open to reporting domestic abuse incidents and crimes to the police (Mackenzie, et al., 2019). 
In order for the public’s perception of domestic abuse to change, they should be blaming the abuser and not the victims/survivors. They should also be empathetic about the situation and understand that anyone can become a victim of domestic abuse-related crimes at any time (Rauhaus, et al., 2020).

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD:
Summary of qualitative or quantitative methods, and survey techniques being considered.
Reliable online and physical resources such as Google, Google Scholar, library systems, journal articles, books and reports will be used to gather information. In order to gather a quantitative method of research, questionnaires with seventeen questions excluding the consent, gender, age and ethnicity questions will be produced and distributed for the public to answer. This will be done through an online survey called Microsoft Forms and a maximum of one hundred people can complete the survey. 
The type of questionnaire that will be used is a combination of a Likert scale and multiple choice questionnaire. Please see Task 5 for the layout of the questionnaire.

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK:
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public?
A general survey questionnaire will be used to ask the public to participate in the research. All participants must be eighteen years old or above. No other restrictions apply.

	INITIAL REFERENCE LIST:
Please follow the Harvard referencing system
The initial reference list is below, at the end of the portfolio.
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