[bookmark: _GoBack]Choose either ‘the beach’ or ‘the woods’ to plan a visit for a group of children. Describe how visiting this location can support learning

I have been provided with the opportunity to plan an educational visit to either ‘the beach’ or ‘the woods’. After assessing both options I decided that ‘the woods’ would be a much more beneficial learning environment as it provides a wide range of opportunities for learning where the children will be able to gain access to a variety of different materials that will allow them to engage with the learning in a real-life context. This educational visit will provide opportunities for pupils to explore the woodland area and develop a significant number of their skills in the process. Being in touch with nature brings many benefits to children such as the sense of freedom and the ability to free themselves in the unknown. ‘Nature inspires creativity in a child by demanding visualisation and the full use of the senses’ (Louv, 2010, p.7) and this is one aspect of my educational visit that I want pupils to engage with and demonstrate great enthusiasm towards. The focus of this task is to understand why educational visits are so important to children and why they give extra support to teachers as well as pupils. By having the engagement with outdoor learning spaces, it allows teachers to engage pupils in greater learning opportunities and entice them into taking part in lessons based around outdoor learning areas and the importance of these learning environments. The significance of different learning environments is continuously evident and there is a ‘need to understand at an everyday level, human relationships with and experience of nature’ (Holloway et al, 2000, p.258). Variety in the places where children learn is vital as it allows them to experience the different aspects of the outdoors which can benefit learning and teach children about respect for the outdoors whilst learning in the process. The importance of outdoor learning is justified as it ‘provides endless opportunities for experiential, contextual and applied education’ (Institute for Outdoor Learning, 2018).

A good learning environment will quite often engage a pupil thoroughly in a lesson due to their interest in learning more on the topic they are studying. One of the most important things to ensure as a teacher would be to ensure that the environment you teach the children in is suitable and captivating for the learners to enjoy. By having these effective learning environments, it will lead to a higher level of response from the pupils as they will be drawn into the learning environment and pay more interest in the topic. The fact that ‘questions are valued over answers’ (Heick, 2018) is vital as it links in to how pupils interact with their learning environments by asking as many questions as possible regarding the lesson they are undertaking. 
	As teachers, we use variation in our learning space so that lessons do not feel repetitive to pupils. As we know, most pupils like to engage with different environments as the variation in where lessons take place can activate aspects of a pupils’ learning that a teacher may not be able to assess within a classroom setting. As a teacher, using different backgrounds and areas for learning is very important as it provides exciting and interesting opportunities to children which they would not gain access to if they were sat at their desk in class throughout their time in school. Having opportunities to work in different learning environments as a pupil is vital as ‘learning outside the classroom gives children contact with the natural world and offers them experiences that are unique to outdoors, such as direct contact with the weather and the seasons’ (Council for Learning Outside the Classroom, 2009). 
	Any learning environment in the outdoors will hook the attention of learners as they are fascinated by the outdoors and enjoy a sense of freedom whilst ‘understanding and respecting nature’ (Council for Learning Outside the Classroom, 2009). The local area and the usefulness of school trips to visit historical, cultural and natural landmarks that will ‘foster new experiences and learn new skills’ (Johnson, 2006) are also very useful and by engaging with these different spaces in the local area, it enables children to increase the respect and knowledge of nature and culture as well as enhancing their ability to explore the outdoor learning environment themselves. 
	Overall, a good learning environment must create a stimulating and enjoyable experience for children to enable them to gain a much greater knowledge of the subject area and most importantly, to ensure they enjoy being in these different learning environments. 

Schools in Wales have high impetus set on ensuring children enjoy their learning and gain the best possible experience from every aspect of their studies. One way in which they do this, is by taking children on educational visits. An educational visit will provide children with exciting opportunities and provide an escape from the confined classroom setting. Although pupils can access a great depth of knowledge in the classroom, ‘there is no substitute for real experience in the wider world’ (Hudson, 2008) as ‘children learn through experience’ (Palmer, 2007, p.198). Educational visits will also provide pupils with a wide range of learning opportunities such as to understand how ‘the environment can be affected by the decisions we make individually and collectively’ (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008, p.19b) and children will be given opportunities on educational visits to ‘appreciate the natural world as a source of inspiration’ (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008, p.19b).
	Educational visits play a key role not only in a child’s education but also in the way they live their lives outside school. Taking part in these educational visits will provide pupils with significant and possibly life changing opportunities that many of them will not have the opportunity to experience when they finish school. On educational visits, children are given the opportunity to experience new things and attempt new activities and through ‘trial and error they learn to control their limbs, sit up, walk, talk, run and jump’ (Palmer, 2007, p.198) which are all key components children need experience of to not only progress from an educational perspective but also to develop their overall life skills. 

After evaluating both choices of ‘the beach’ and ‘the woods’ I made the decision that using a woodland area would be much more beneficial to the children’s learning compared to that of a beach. The woodland area that I have chosen is Penllergare Valley Woods (See Appendix 7) as it is a spacious forest area, which is suitable for an educational visit. It will enable children to develop their understanding of the outdoors whilst interacting with nature and wildlife. This learning environment will give the pupils the opportunity to develop an awareness of why the forest land is so important and how these types of learning spaces can assist them with their learning. I also selected the Penllergare Valley Woods as it has many different and varied natural aspects on site such as grassland, waterfalls and woodland which the children can engage with and learn from. By choosing this area the children will have the opportunity ‘to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands-on learning experiences in a woodland or natural environment with trees’ (Forest School Association, 2012).
	The significant aim for the children in this educational visit will be to use their senses and any possible prior knowledge and experience that could allow them to thrive in the outdoor learning area. The tasks set will be fun and engaging to test their skills development and to develop their understanding the importance of the natural world and wildlife. After all, ‘the beauty of teaching outdoors is that the children often do not perceive it as ‘learning’ and yet they learn some of their most valuable lessons there’ (Woodland Trust Scotland, No Date, p.2).

Educational visits such as this trip to Penllergare Woods will develop the children’s Physical Education in the national curriculum for Wales as they will take part in tasks that look at ‘being mindful of their own and others’ safety and how to respect the environment’ (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008, p.14) which is significant when working closely with nature and wildlife in the local area. Also, the pupils in the group will develop their Personal and Social Development skills when taking part in these activities as they must ‘develop respect for themselves and others’ (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008, p.18) along with the ability to ‘work cooperatively to solve problems’ (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008, p.19b) which is extremely important for the tasks they will be undertaking. Another key area of the national curriculum for Key Stage 2 that will be developed on the educational visit is the children’s Art and Design skills which are incorporated through the creation activity where the pupils could be expected to ‘use a variety of tools and equipment, materials and processes’ (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008, p.13).
	Along with supporting the activities, in the national curriculum there are also several statutory protocols which must be adhered to by staff and pupils to ensure that they are safe whilst outside of school premises on an educational visit. 
These include the safety of the children on the educational visit and identifying any potential risk factors which could affect the pupils (See Appendix 1). Other protocols which will need to be organised prior to the visit are the completion and receipt of the necessary parental consent and insurance forms which provide permission for the children to take part in the educational visits (See Appendix 2).

For this educational visit, I have decided to take a Year 3 class with 30 pupils from ‘Matthews Primary School’ as they are at a satisfactory age to begin their in-depth learning of the environment. They would also have an understanding of local areas such as Penllergare Woods which they will be able to relate to in order to help develop their skills.
	When planning for educational visits, the class context must be taken into consideration and any pupils who suffer with Additional Learning Needs or require extra support whilst away from school premises must be catered for. In this class, all pupils with the exception for one can participate fully in the activities. Therefore, when preparing for these activities, it is important to establish an effective means of including the pupil with Additional Learning Needs throughout the visit (See Appendix 3 for class plan explaining any additional requirements for pupils).
	When planning for educational visits it is also vital that the visit leader organises the visit alongside the educational visits policy (See Appendix 8) to ensure all basic guidelines are followed that will make the outdoor learning experience safe and secure for all pupils involved. 

The main theme of the activity for the class will be to Explore and Create. There will be a range of interesting and exciting aspects within the two activities which will test the pupils’ ability to use their knowledge and to apply their learning from a common sense perspective. The class will be split into two groups with two activities to complete. The first activity will involve a creative but challenging aspect and will be based around ‘Den Building’. The children must use their imagination to come up with ideas on how they can create a shelter from resources provided and the natural sources they have found within the Penllergare Valley Woods (See Appendix 4 for lesson plan on the activity). The second group will  undertake a creative and fun task which will also entail exploring the woods to gather materials which they will then use to create their own artwork. Materials such as flowers, twigs, stones etc. can be used to make interesting and varied artwork (See Appendix 4 for lesson plan on the activity). Having opportunities to connect with nature and the outdoors is important and these ‘meaningful encounters generate deep involvement’ (Barnes, 2015, p.97) for children. Also, these two activities could be viewed as ‘focus exercises and sensor activities intended to be fully inclusive and help all learners experience aspects of a place, theme, object or person in fine detail’ (Barnes, 2015, p.97) which would link in well with the aims of these two activities.

A significant aspect of this educational visit for the pupils in Year 3 will be to assist with their overall skills development. A range of general skills will be obtained by pupils when using the forest area to develop their learning on an educational visit. The ability for pupils to have awareness of the space around them and use that space effectively in activities is pivotal in these types of outdoor learning spaces. Also, sensory stimulation can be encouraged as an important skill as the pupils will have hands-on experience of materials in the woodlands that will enable them to have much more in depth knowledge of the outdoors. By taking part in these challenging and exciting activities it will encourage them to access their creative skills set and come up with ideas which are personal to them. These creative skills can be used in combination with their identification skills, which could be used to select and seek out specific tools and objects which could be used to complete both activities effectively. By taking part in both activities, it not only helps improve the pupils’ creative skills set but also looks at improving the conceptual and collaborative skills of the children. This is done through identifying how different objects and natural sources can come together to make something work and also demonstrating how through teamwork they can complete the activities efficiently and efficiently. These skills are becoming increasingly important in ensuring children exceed expectations in future years and ‘in a constantly changing environment, having life skills is an essential part of being able to meet the challenges of everyday life’ (Macmillan Education, 2018) which provides another justification why educational visits can be viewed as a positive initiative in terms of a child’s development. 

Prior to any educational visit, it is vital that various protocols are adhered to so that the smooth running of the visit will occur. Firstly, the student to staff ratio is an important factor which must be addressed. Having enough staff to cater for the group of children whilst also taking into consideration the additional learning needs of any pupils is essential. For this group of pupils in ‘Matthews Primary School’ a ratio of 1:8 would be used and would be adequate. Although it would be beneficial to take a fifth member of staff to cater for the pupil with additional learning needs and any other pupils who may require extra attention. Several other issues must be addressed prior to the visit such as a list containing information regarding children’s dietary and medical requirements in case of emergency, with their doctors contact number along with an emergency contact number. Other important matters would be the potential for illness when travelling on the bus and subsequently, a change of clothing could be needed. Other issues to be resolved prior to the educational visit would be a contingency plan for the possibility of inclement weather, this contingency plan could include a preparation of another date to take the educational visit or ensuring that children have suitable clothing and footwear for wet weather activities. 
	As the leader of the visit, in terms of preparation, travel to and from Penllergare Woods must be organised on either a bus or mini-bus, with times of departure from school and arrival back at school illustrated in the consent form provided to parents. Contacting a local bus company will be also be a priority.  Also, for all teachers and staff taking part in the visit, preparations need to be made to plan for the activities the class will undertake and the provision of equipment that is shown in Appendix 4 for activities. 

Prior to and during the educational visit to Penllergare Valley Woods, all staff will need to work as a team to ensure that both the safety of the children and the overall purpose of the educational visit are achieved. During the visit, as the lead adult on the trip it is my duty to ensure all support staff are with their appropriate groups and with the correct pupils. Also and most importantly, as the visit leader there is an overall responsibility for the care of all participants and continuation of supervision throughout the visit. 
	Group management at all times of the day is my most essential role as the visit leader and I will have responsibility for regularly checking the attendance of all pupils and staff through techniques such as registers or head counts. This is a very productive method of ensuring the visit is run safely and effectively for all concerned. Safety is the key factor for any educational visit and ‘competent leadership is the most important safety factor of all as enthusiasm by itself is generally not enough’ (Education and Children’s Services Division, 2010).
	One other important element which must be discussed and clarified prior to the visit is the full plan for the day and the timings of all activities. This will provide clarity to support staff, pupils and parents in relation to key activities and timings on the day. A timetable will show the layout of the day and the provisional times of all significant events throughout the educational visit (See Appendix 6 for Timetable). 

Post visit, the main aim will be to reflect and recap on the observations during the educational visit to Penllergare Valley Woods with the children. This will provide them with further opportunity to discuss what they learned about the woodland area and for them to understand the benefits of outdoor learning in areas such as the woods. This reflection will be done in the classroom on a day following the educational visit. The main purpose of this is to ensure the children have gained valuable knowledge and understanding of the outdoor learning environment and have benefitted from the educational experience. 
	As staff, the time following the educational visit will provide an opportunity to evaluate the effectiveness of the visit in terms of the children’s learning and discussions regarding the usefulness of this visit will be made to evaluate the effect it may have had on the pupils’ future learning. Following these discussions and evaluations, the possibility of future educational visits to Penllergare Woods or an area like the woods could be explored to further increase the pupils’ exposure to the outdoors as a way of supporting their learning.

Outdoor learning is a significantly important element of a child’s development as they experience much more in the outdoors. Taking children outdoors develops so many of their skills and ‘everything in a child and the child’s environment affects how a child grows and develops’ (Bronfenbrenner, 1979). 
	During my planned educational visit the pupils experienced various opportunities to connect and engage with nature which provided several learning opportunities linked to their awareness pf the environment and their skill development. These enriching outdoor experiences in the local area provide children with a release from the classroom and the ability to enjoy their work with senses of freedom. 
	Overall, as teachers it is pivotal that the provision of such opportunities to explore the outdoors is continued in the future as activating children in physical learning creates much more active human beings. ‘Children’s freedom to roam, whether to the park for an informal kick about or just a general mooch around with friends, has been greatly curtailed’ (Palmer, 2015, p.65), therefore, creating these opportunities for outdoor learning in the formation of educational visits is much more important and beneficial than some may think. 
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