

Reflective Writing Template 
	Student name number
	Casandra Tanase 2410900

	Module code and title
	LCLM4001 

	Name of Task
	Reflective Report

	Lecturer
	N/A



[image: Diagram

Description automatically generated]q











Using the Gibbs reflective cycle, write a reflection of your learning journey on the LCLM 4001- Academic Skills Module. Your reflective writing should focus on your personal learning journey, including your strengths, areas for improvement, and the impact of the module on your academic and personal development. You should refer to specific experiences such as:
· Task 1 and Task 2
· Class activities and discussions (e.g., topics covered in class such as referencing and paraphrasing)
· Feedback received
· Skills you have developed
Write your reflection in the boxes below (The boxes will expand as you type)
	Description
(What happened? Describe the experience ore experiences in class that you want to reflect on)
	During a class session for Task 1 and Task 2, we worked in small groups to analyse a case study and identify the main issues before developing possible solutions. The activity required us to discuss ideas, apply academic skills such as paraphrasing and referencing, and share our findings with the rest of the class. The tutor also provided feedback during the discussion, which helped guide our thinking. This activity stood out to me because it challenged both my communication skills and my understanding of proper academic practices.




	Feelings
(What were you thinking and feeling at the time? How did you feel before / during / and after the experience? 
Did you feel overwhelmed / confident / nervous? 
Were you alone in feeling this way or did other students share your feelings?)

	At the beginning, I felt slightly anxious because I was unsure about whether my ideas were accurate and whether I would contribute effectively to the group. I was also worried about paraphrasing correctly because this is something I have struggled with before.
 As the discussion progressed, I started to feel more comfortable, especially when I realised other students shared similar concerns. By the end of the activity, I felt more confident because I had participated more than I expected and my contributions were acknowledged by my group.


	Evaluation
(What was good and bad about the experience?) 
	There were several positive aspects of the experience. Working with others helped me understand different approaches to analysing a case study, and I felt encouraged when my classmates responded well to my ideas. The discussion also improved my understanding of paraphrasing and referencing, especially after hearing explanations from the tutor and peers.
 However, the session also highlighted areas for improvement. At first, I struggled to organise my thoughts quickly, which made me hesitate. I also found it challenging to apply academic referencing accurately during fast-paced group discussions. These weaknesses showed me that I still need more practice and confidence in academic communication.


	Analysis
(What sense can you make out of the situation?) Why was the situation positive or negative? 
When things went well, what role did you play? When things went badly, can you explain why? Do you know how if other students felt the same as you?  Why or why not? 

	The key reason this experience was valuable is that it helped me understand the connection between preparation, confidence, and performance. My initial hesitation was linked to feeling unprepared and uncertain, but as I engaged more with the activity, I realised that my ideas were valid. This shifted the situation from a negative to a more positive one.
 The collaborative nature of the task was especially helpful because it allowed me to compare my thinking with that of my peers. I noticed that many students shared similar concerns about paraphrasing and referencing, which reassured me that my difficulties are not unusual.
 When things went well, it was because I actively listened, clarified ideas, and contributed at the right moments. This helped me participate more meaningfully and supported the group’s progress.

	Conclusion
(What else could you have done? Or what could you have improved?) 
	Looking back, I could have improved my performance by preparing more thoroughly in advance—particularly by reviewing the case study and refreshing my understanding of paraphrasing rules. More preparation would have made me feel confident from the start.
 I also realised that I need to develop stronger communication strategies, especially when speaking in group discussions. This includes learning to summarise my thoughts more efficiently so I can contribute earlier and more clearly.

	Action Plan
(If you do it again, what would you do differently? What skills do you need to develop? And how do you plan to do this) 
	If I take part in a similar activity again, I plan to:
· Review academic skills such as paraphrasing, summarising, and referencing before class.
· Practise organising my ideas into short, clear bullet points to support quicker and more confident verbal communication.
· Attend academic-skills workshops or use university online resources to strengthen my referencing abilities.
· Take a more proactive role in group activities by contributing earlier and seeking clarification whenever needed.
· Ask for feedback from peers or tutors to monitor my progress and identify further areas for development.
These steps will help me develop confidence, improve clarity in communication, and build stronger academic skills for future tasks.
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