How to Write a Rhyming Poem

Start by reading the example verse.

Note that:
· Each line has seven “beats”
· There is a rhyme on the ends of lines 2 and 4
· The rhyme in this case is on the /ee/ sound.

Many family and ‘likes and dislikes’ words end in this sound making it easier to compose a rhyming poem.
Pupils can practise their sentence patterns whilst having the satisfaction of producing a rhyming poem. This enhances their literacy skills too.

It is best to organise the children into small groups for this. The discussions that will arise give the pupils Welsh speaking opportunities. You can support your less able in this way too. Each group should ensure that ALL pupils have a ‘job’ during the task.

Start by learning the beat (clapping, la la la )

Brainstorm for  words of 1, 2 and 3 syllables and place them in a table ready to use. Model from front then let the groups find their own. Provide picture dictionaries perhaps.

	1
	2
	3

	Te
	Afal
	banana



They now need to consider the theme of their poem:
· A verse of food
· Hobbies
· TV watching
· Likes and dislikes on alternate lines using the word ‘ond’ to start the second line etc.
· Verses on members of family or theme.

If you undertake this in the early stages of their learning likes and dislike vocabulary, provide a sentence bank.

Much of the thrill of poetry is the performance; each group can show off their work and perhaps add their best verse to a big, displayed class poem.

Mynegu Hoffter

(1 curiad yw.... Dwi’n..... takes 1 beat.)
 (
Siaradwch Gymraeg blant.
Peidiwch copio’r pennill.
Defnyddiwch y brawddegau hyn i’ch helpu chi.
)Dwi’n hoffi bwyta _ 2__
Dwi’n dwlu ar __ 3__ __
A dwi’n dwlu ar __ 2___
Ond dw i’n dwlu ar __2__
A dwi’n hoffi __ 3 __ __
Dw i’n mwynhau bwyta __2__
Ac mae __2__ yn lyfli
Ond __2__, dim i fi.

Dwi ddim yn hoffi __2__A dwi ddim yn hoffi __
Ac mae __ yn ych a fi
Mae’n gas da fi ___3___ ___
Ond mae __ yn gas da fi
Ac mae __2___ yn gas da fi.
Mae __ 2__ yn ofnadwy
Ond mae _ yn ofnadwy

 (
bo
cs
 bendigedig
pennill
verse
odl
rhyme
cerdd(
i)
poem(s)
llinell
line
curiad
beat
Sawl llinell/ curiad sy?
 
How many lines/ beats are there?
Ydy fe’n odli?
 
Does it rhyme?    
Ydy/ nag ydy.
Beth 
am
 …..
What about……..?
Beth wyt ti’n feddwl?
  
What do you think?
)The highlighted lines are more emphatic and good for ending the pennill.
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