How childhood poverty has had one of the most important impact on education.
Childhood poverty within the UK is at its all time worst, with statistics of 4.1 million children living in poverty in 2016-17 (UK), an increase of 100,000 on the previous year. These statistics meaning that 30% or nine pupils in every classroom of 30 pupils are officially poor. Awareness about the impact of poverty on children’s education is shockingly low. Information from a source called ‘NatinalEducationUnion’ says that the year of April 2018, NEU and CPAG published the result of a survey of members about their experiences  of child poverty in the classroom, the source also states that “A shocking 87% said that poverty was having a significant impact on the learning of their pupils and students and 60% believed that the situation has worsend since 2015”. 
These shockingly high statistics that the problem of growing hunger among young children and teens within school is devastating. During the summer holidays this heightened to over half(51%) the pupils at school were affected by what they called “holiday hunger”, while another 80% were affected over the last two years. These are heartbreaking facts that need to be addressed as they are effecting a child physical, intellectual, emotional and social growth within school. Teachers have reported that “Children wearing worn-out shoes and unable to do homework because they have no stationery” This information was taken from a source called ‘CPAG’, another stated from a parent that they are “Not managing their children’s emotional or physical needs as they are so stressed about money”
While young individuals are going to school and going through with their day, they are also facing many other challenges to get through which are effect their education. This is extremely important in the 21st century as these young children are the future generation. Teachers and staff are witnessing too many dreadful incidents were children’s education is being destroyed due to them not having a good quality of life. It is appalling that one of the richest countries in the world we have young individuals without the appropriate clothes and shoes, who go without food on break and dinner, who cannot afford equipment for lessons. Schools spotted across the UK have now started organising food banks and some teachers even giving their own funds directly towards children. The UK ranking at one of the most wealthiest countries in the world, it is “scandal” says Kevin Courtney that 4.1 million children (30%) now live below the official poverty line, after housing cost. This number how now risen again over the last three years and is projected to reach 5.2 million by 2021/22 under current polices. More than two-thirds of children in poverty live in working families. Most support services have now started to reduce or cut to the bone help for families who are struggling. Kevin Courtney also states that, it is so extremely vital that we do better as a society to tackle this issue. 
Childhood poverty has had one of the most important impacts on today’s education as it is at an all time high. This is worrying because “poverty back home is the strongest statistical predictor of how well a child will achieve at school”, this was taken from a website called ‘CPAG’ and was written by Sophie Howes. Howes states that on average poorer children have had worse cognitive, socio-behavioural, physical, and mental health than their better off peers. This having a result in them not doing bell in school;in 2015 only 33% of students eligible for free school meals got five ‘good’ passes at GCSE (A*-C) compared with 61% of those not eligible. Poorer children are more likely to be persistently absent and four times more likely to be permanently excluded from their school, this having an obvious impact of their education. Most evidence clearly suggest that these impacts upon the young individuals are both a result of direct deprivation (E.G. inadequate housing leading to poor sleep or lack of space to do homework, difficulties providing healthy food, less ability to afford computers and extracurricular difficulties providing healthy food, less ability to afford computers and extracurricular activities. Also having to deal with the impact of poverty on parents’ mental health. 
Sophie Howes was one of the individuals who were commissioned by the Great London Authority in 2018, to conduct a small scale research project looking at the role of London schools in tackling child poverty. Howes has been in partnership with a small number of primary schools CPAG reviewed and tested different activities in schools that were designed to support children and families from low-income households. Howes put together activities in schools which were varied, for example welfare rights advice for parents in schools to help maximise family income, support for families with no recourse to public funds and information sessions for parents about financial help with childcare. In addition, many of the schools were worked with had an established ‘extended schools’ programme, including breakfast and after school clubs. Events and activities like these can be particularly beneficial for children and families on a low income because they allow parents to work outside limited schools hours and raise families income, booting attainment of disadvantaged children through activities, and providing children with healthy food.
Howes stated some key tips and learning for schools from this project: she stated that it is important to ask children, parents and wider school communities about the support families on a low income might need rather than making assumptions; and there is great value in a ‘targeted universal ‘ approach with activities open to all children with extra steps taken to engage disadvantage children, rather than specific programmes for children from disadvantaged backgrounds which in practice are stigmatising. If these actions are done correctly then they will benefit a child’s education massively, they will be able to concentrate more and be detracted by events that are going on back home. 

 Schools were clear that this work isn’t without challenges, howes mentioned that the funding, establishing good leadership, and engaging the families who would benefit most were identified as potential hurdles. However, for those schools that had established programs of support for families living in poverty the benefits were obvious to all, as one teacher stated “There is recognition that it is very difficult to teach children in the classroom if their lives are very difficult outside of the classroom. We have a duty to support families with these issues”
A child’s education is one of the most important things in life. Our education gives us the ability to think differently and turns us into strong individuals that we eventually come. Education gives us knowledge and with knowledge we have power. Without education we don’t have a quality of life. This is why it is so vital that all children’s need is met. Childhood poverty has one of the most important impacts upon education due to so many young individuals being affected by it. One of the major reasons that parents are struggling to support the needs of the child is due to the price of uniform, stationary, and school dinners. 
In Scotland, CPAG is now supporting schools and local authorities to understand and tackle the barriers that school cost can create for children from low income households. School cost, such as uniform, equipment, and cost for school activities and trips can place barriers in the way children’s participation and learning. They can lead to income- related exclusion and stigma among children and young individuals, place pressure on low family budgets and further reduce stretched family incomes. The cost of the school day project works directly with the individuals at the school communities and also provides a variety of training, support and advice to practitioners and local authorities looking to mitigate the effects of child poverty in schools. CPAG has also created a toolkit for online resources for schools to help individuals with their work involving children and young people, families and staff to consider the cost of a school day. There is a number of different actions and tips for schools to acknowledge to reduce the cost and level the playing field for children and young people from low income households, many of which directly engage the work of school librarians. 

Young individuals who are involved in the Cost of the School Day project in Scotland identified a number of ways that school librarians can provide support to children and families on low incomes: ICT was identified as a particular issue that can cause barriers for children who may not have access to the internet at home to help with home learning. Being able to access ICT facilities over lunchtime and after school in libraries was seen as a way to help with this situation. Another one was, longer library opening hours in secondary schools was suggested as another way libraries can support students to complete homework and other academic task. 
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