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How is Religion Reflected in the Modernisation of Scandinavian Religious Architecture?
Through the Investigation and Comparison of Finnish Church Design
Introduction
I have chosen to look at Scandinavian religious architecture specifically Finnish churches. I am intrigued by how Scandinavian values, politics and religion are reflected in the architectural modernisation of Finnish churches. I will investigate how these values along with the changing functions of the church in a modern society impact the architecture as well as exploring the impact architecture has on users, both in how it functions and in the way it makes them feel. 
Methodology
· Complete fieldwork studies by surveying architects, the public and users of the buildings (specific content and details determined at a later stage).
· Visit numerous case studies.
· Interview Finnish architects with experience in designing religious buildings.
Aims and Objectives 
Aim 1 – Explore if religion was the main influence on chosen case studies or if external inspiration resulted in the modernisation of Finnish churches.
Objective 1 – Interview the architects of case studies to determine their inspirations and design brief.
Objective 2 – Conduct case studies into religious buildings of neighbouring Scandinavian countries to draw comparison.
Objective 3 – Review and analyse peer reviewed sources and academic literature to explore the history of Finland’s religion, politics and culture to determine how regional factors influenced the change from traditional to contemporary.
Aim 2 – Investigate how the buildings are perceived by the users and public.
Objective 1 – Conduct fieldwork studies; one providing users of religious buildings with a questionnaire circulated via email and one to the general public.
Objective 2 – Determine the flow of people in and out of buildings and how many people use the building for religious reasons or for other functions to determine the role it serves in the community.
Objective 3 – Interview those coordinating said religious building about their experiences and interactions with the architecture.
Literature Review
For a focussed subject of research I will review academic sources such as:
Alvar Aalto, architect by Richard Rogers and John Stewart 
Contemporary Architecture: Finland by Antonello Alici.
Finland: modern architectures in history by Roger Connah.
Finnish modern design : utopian ideals and everyday realities, 1930-1997 by Marianne Aav and Nina Stritzler-Levine.
Limitations
· Unreliable nature of questionnaires including a lack of or inadequate responses, overlooked questions and the unpredictability of pubic engagement
· Failure to get to the site of case studies due to external factors
· Permission must be granted to visit case studies
Ethical Considerations 
There might be ethical considerations concerning those I interview or survey. Some might want to remain anonymous and in cases of recordings issues of confidentiality. Some people might not want to openly express their views on religion and religious buildings.
Timeline 
08/2022 – visit case studies
10/2022 – refine title, methodology and aims
11/2022 – circulate questionnaires and surveys 
11/2022 – conduct interviews 
12/2022 – prepare a presentation for review
01/2023 – collect and organise data from interviews and surveys
01/2023 – have all literature reviews compiled and analysed
02/2023 – complete the main body of work
03/2023 – edit and refine a final draft
04/2023 – hand in completed dissertation 
Conclusion
Once more research has been completed there is opportunity for the question to be refined and altered to narrow the scope and complete focussed research. The outcome of exploring Scandinavian religious buildings will give me a greater understanding of how culture, religion and politics merge to form such a unique architecture. I can use this knowledge to further my education on regional variations and be inspired by Scandinavian architectural philosophies in my designs.
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