ECGE4001 - Portfolio of Study Skills Assessment Tasks 
Part 1 
    
In Iceland and Similar countries, they believe that it is important that children are able to play outdoors during their life. (Noradahl & Johannesson, 2014, pp. 391-406) Say that government papers which say the outdoors are good for Children. In the curriculum guidelines, they put a emphasis on outside as a learning environment and as a place for making children think positively about the natural world, and as a place where you can do things like exercising and healthy living. This emphasising on outdoors has happened for a long time in Iceland for children age one to six and they play outside every day, in schools for children six to sixteen they only get to play outside with their friends when its playtime. We don’t know much about what teachers do outside to help learning but this will be really different depending on what teacher you get and school. But there are signs in Iceland that teachers are using outside more than they used to and in Reyjkavik the capital seventy percent of schools say that they do outside education quite a bit (Oladottir, 2008)
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Part 2a 
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This essay will cover forest schools. A definition of Forest School has been made by the Forest School Network it says that 
‘It is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adult’s regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem though hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment”. (O'Brian & Murray, 2006) 
(O'Brian & Murray, 2006) believe that people are worried that children in school now don’t get to go to woodlands and green places like their parents did because they are too worried that something will happen to them and children can do a large amount indoors. There is also research that tells us that if they don’t go when they are young then they will not go when they are grown up, they will miss out on physical and emotional benefits of access to nature. (Thompson, et al., 2004) Because learning outdoors is very different to learning in a classroom environment and the welsh government are encouraging teachers to do forest school in their own schools, especially in foundation phase. (Goverment, 2009) 
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Part 2b 
·   If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of Plagiarism? Why is it important that students avoid this? 
Plagiarism can affect a student work greatly. If we do not reference correctly it can look as we are trying to pass off others work as our own and comes with penalties. UWTSD give three chances. Firstly, the Maximum points than can be achieved for that piece of work which are 40, secondly you can fail the module, and third you can get thrown off the course.
·   You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer.
Not true. Any work that you have used that is not your own work needs to be referenced. If you have used work but re-worded it can still be classed as plagiarism unless reference a quote correctly. 
·   Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons, whether you believe this statement is true or false. 
Untrue. Wikipedia is a Bias source and information can be amended by anybody. Information should be collected from websites including, .Org, .Gov or .Ac.
·   Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation. 
Long quotations “Over 2 lines or 30 words” should be spaced in its own Paragraph. It also needs to have quotation marks to indicate it is a reference. 
·   Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study. 
To begin research you should firstly read the title of the essay to identify the assignment instructions, this will give adequate information to start looking for the correct information. You can use sources such as 
1. Websites with .org, .ac or .gov
2. Newspapers such as the guardian or The Independent
3. The Library
4. Journal 
5. Government Publications

Part 3
The essay will cover the article “Schooled to Fail? The Underachievement Debate in Wales”. The Article was written by Emma Smith and published in The Welsh Journal of Education 2005. Smith’s article explains how the welsh government is failing student in Wales and goes on to compare the differences in education in Wales and England. The aim is to provide an overview of how the Standards of education vary across the United Kingdom and to identify how The Welsh Government is not as Failing the welsh students as the report “Schooled to fail” written by Reynolds and Murgatroyd in 1981. 
(Smith, 2005) covers a variety of issues with the education system such a how the Program for Intonational School Assessments (PISA) and Third International Maths and Science Study (TIMSS) has caused “Underachievement of a Nation” (Smith, 2005, p. 85) this is due to “the desire of nations to complete successfully on the world stage” (Smith, 2005, p. 84).The article looks at how the Area that you live in can affect how your educated. The author compares Wales to Northern England and how the economic climate in these areas have similarities and how these similarities affect the education of its students. Smith uses tables to help her get her point across but many of these can be seen as irrelevant to the point of the article. (Smith, 2005, p. 87) shows four tables that have been broken down to show four different points, but these could easily have been worded within a paragraph rather than using a page to show the tables. (Smith, 2005) Again, makes a table comparison on page eighty-eight that she only mentions in passing. Although the information in these tables are relevant the author skims passed the information only saying, “A review of these variables is presented in tables 7.1 to 7.4”. (Smith, 2005, p. 86). Although there are points here that do not make much sense Smith has found some good source of evidence with the office of National Statistics. These show how similar Wales and Northern England are in so many variables. Unfortunately the information is not passed across correctly. 
The structure of the article can be questioned with the volume of surplus tables and outdated information. This can be seen on Page 88 where Smith has used table “7.5”. The information in the table is backdated to 1991, 1996 and 1998, at no point does Smith use the data form this table to put her point across. The same can be said for the tables on pages 84-95. The Paragraphs do also feel clunky and disorganised in places.
Smith has used wording in her article that can be seen as Bias and Subjective. (Cottrell, 2005, p. 5) Says “Objectivity: Putting your own likes, Beliefs and interests to one side with the aim of gaining the most accurate outcome”. Although Smith has used a large amount of objectivity in her article there is also a distinct amount of Subjectivity. Wording such as “So-Called” (Smith, 2005, p. 86) shows that she has a personal feeling about the subject she is writing about. 
During the entire article there is a distinct lack of evidence. Many of the sources Smith uses have been used without considering what evidence there is to support the information. “According to one teachers union, our students are the most tested in the world” (Smith, 2005, p. 85) this is the belief of one union, this does not portray the feelings of every teacher and there is no facts to prove this. Another example is “thirty-year period from 1970 to 1999 was considered” (Smith, 2005, p. 90) this evidence is outdated and pointless to the article as the article is in response to data in 2005. There are also use of many tables including “table 7.14” shows a date range of 1970 to 1983. The data that Smith references throughout the article does not support each other. Later in the Article Smith again makes a claim that she has no Evidence to back up, although it is true that Boys do not do as well as girls in English and Welsh, there is evidence here to suggest that they probably never have done” (Smith, 2005, p. 92). With no evidence these parts of the article feel although she has filled up the pages with words that she cannot back up. The athor again shows this when she makes an excellent point how the system itself is bias and possibly Conflicting “Poor Welsh performance against one ‘competitor’ can be transformed into good Welsh performance against another”. (Smith, 2005, pp. 88-89) Although this does show that the system is possibly being manipulated, she again does not give any form or evidence to prove her point. 
During Smith’s Article she has put her point across well that Wales is no longer being “schooled to fail” but she has made some great errors that also dismay her argument. She has not followed her own evidence and her point can get lost in evidence that was not needed or outdated. The article would have been easier to understand if evidence such as tables were explained in detail rather that cut back and not explained. Also, the author has been biased in areas that clearly show where she sits. Overall the article does get the idea of how Wales is no longer being ‘Schooled to fail’ but with many errors in both the writing and evidence it has become difficult to read and understand. The reader is expected to do a large amount of working out while trying to get information from tables. And this can get confusing while it stops the reader from carrying on with the article.
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