For many years one of the biggest issues for women when reporting a case of domestic violence is whether they can trust the police. Many times, the police have failed to protect women when in these situations. Women who are victims of domestic violence are scared to report to police because of many factors including cases of where police have failed to protect a victim.
Domestic violence occurs when one adult in a relationship abuses his or her power to oppress another. It is the use of violence and other forms of abuse in a relationship to establish authority and terror. Violence may take many forms, including physical attack, psychological abuse, social abuse, financial abuse, and sexual assault. Aggression might be occasional, rare, or persistent (Kaur and Garg, 2008).
Only a few studies have looked specifically at the components associated with domestic violence victim reporting, and the results have been obscure. There does not appear to be a significant variation in reporting based on the victim's age (Hutchison 1999; Bachman and Coker 1995; Johnson 1990). Inconsistent results have been obtained by marital status. For example, Felson and colleagues observed that victims who were abused by someone who is now they’re ex-partner are more likely to report them than victims who were currently still with they’re spouse, but it seems that there was no difference in reports of violence by other types of relationships (Felson et al,1999). According to Berk and colleagues, married victims were less likely to reveal their husbands' abuse than cohabiting victims (Berk et al. 1984).

Domestic violence does not affect only a certain group of women; a seen in McManus and Scott (2016) 46.2 percent of women who are refugees had been in an abusive relationship for two to 10 years, with 17 percent of women in a violent relationship for more than ten years. Women who live in poverty are more likely to face the most severe types of violence and abuse. According to one study, 14 percent of impoverished women had suffered significant violence and abuse in compared to women who were not in poverty (McManus & Scott, 2016).

When reporting domestic violence there are steps that the victim should follow. The first and most important step is going to the police. When they are there, they will have to make a full statement, where they will have to re-count everything that has happened to them to assure that the police know what they need to do next (Herts Sunflower, n.d). Going to the police is not an easy thing to do for a victim, there is always the position that they do not feel safe and that if their abuser finds out they are reporting them they may feel like they will be punished. After the victim has given their statement, the police will then offer to refer the victim to an independent Domestic Violence Adviser, this all depending on what the victim needs and want. The police will then go through what support they will have available for them before, during and after court. The most important thing to think about in cases of Domestic violence is the impact on the people who are reporting this crime. Domestic Violence doesn’t only just impact the individual who is reporting it, but it could also affect their relationships as well as their community (Herts Sunflower, n.d)
The physical, emotional, and sexual consequences of intimate partner violence on women's mental health have been a prominent focus of research over the last two decades (Roberts et al, 1998). However, the focus has been on the how the victims' physical injuries have affected them, and little to do with the consequences for their emotional and mental health (Schultz, 1960; Snell et al, 1964). Recent research has found that battered women have high rates of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), ranging from 40% to 80%. However, they were small studies done in women's shelters with no control groups ( Houskamp and Foy, 1991; Kemp et al, 1991).
Much research has been conducted to investigate the negative consequences of domestic violence (DV) on mental health. According to Golding (1999), 47.6% of abused women feel like they have no courage to go on, and 17.9% have attempted to take their own live. Intimate partner violence (IPV)  can induce depressive symptoms and suicidal thoughts on the victim, this may because they feel like they have no way out other than taking their own lives. (Campbell & Soeken, 1999; Hogben et al., 2001; Kennedy et al., 2010; Von Eye & Bogat, 2006). (Campbell & Soeken, 1999; Hogben et al., 2001; Kennedy et al., 2010; von Eye & Bogat, 2006). Women who have been abused may start to have lower self-esteem and are less content with their life as those of a woman who does not receive abuse (Campbell, 2002; Dutton et al., 2006; Zlotnick et al, 2006).
When it comes to how women can be protected police have the option to offer them the option to apply for a restraining order. A restraining order is put in place to assures that victims have the human right to feel safe, secure, and unaffected by their abusers. Unfortunately, abuse has become all too common, with 24,000 people searching for restraining orders on Google each month in the United Kingdom. When it comes to the order it will usually takes one to two weeks to arrive. In exceptional cases where the order's petitioner is in imminent danger of substantial injury, the order may be authorised on the same day. Restraining orders can be temporary or permanent (Lindsay,2021). 
Even though victims of domestic violence will be advised to go to the police and seek help when they need it, sometimes it isn’t that simple and help never comes. An example of this is the case of Suzanne, since her passing her father Les van Hagen calls for an inquiry into police culture after the death of his daughter at the hands of her partner. Les Van Hagen, Suzanne's father, claimed police were summoned to the flat his daughter shared with her lover, John Worton, who had a history of being aggressive to prior partners (Halliday,2021). Hagen stated that on one occasion, police were summoned to an incident where Suzanne had been physically hurt by Worton, but they ended up detaining her after discovering cannabis belonging to Worton. Police in the West Midlands have acknowledged to passing up many opportunities to safeguard Suzanne before she died. Following the murder of Sarah Everard by Metropolitan police officer Wayne Couzens, the police's treatment of violence against women and girls has come under renewed criticism (Halliday,2021). However, a police assessment conducted in 2017 discovered that the top investigating officer in the case neglected to conduct sufficient inquiries concerning markings on Suzanne’s neck. The police department eventually stated that its first  regarding drugs had resulted in an "inaccurate narrative" about her death (Halliday,2021).
Unfortunately, there have been a few cases of where a serving officer has been involved. Since 2019, at least 129 women have approached the Centre for Women's Justice (CWJ) with claims of being raped, assaulted, and coerced by their  spouses or partner who happen to also be police officers, according to Stephenson (2021). According to one former police commander, domestic abuse by officers is an "epidemic" inside the department. Some survivors blamed their lack of voice on a "boys club" mindset of cover-ups and closing ranks. The Home Office announced that allegations of domestic abuse by police officers would be "thoroughly investigated" and that appropriate action would be taken. Channel 4 News interviewed 14 different women who alleged that most detectives refused to investigate their own officers, with some of these victims alleging the police used their influence  to control and manipulate investigations, as seen in Stephenson (2021). It is about men in authority exercising power over women and it is about failure of leadership on an epic scale in policing," he concluded (Stephenson,2021). It seems that in some cases 
Every week one woman comes forward to report  being a victim of domestic violence to the police, more than 125 women have come forward in the past two years (Stephenson,2021). As well each year, hundreds of accusations of domestic violence are filed against serving police officers, yet the number of officers who face criminal charges or disciplinary hearings is much too little (Jacobs,2021) . In past three years, the Bureau of Investigation Journalism identified nearly 700 allegations of domestic abuse by police officers throughout the UK, an average of more than four per week. Fewer than one out of every ten reports resulted in a dismissal or warning (Jacobs, 2021). According to Jacobs (2021), just 3.9 percent of cases where a police officer was involved in the domestic violence in England and Wales resulted in a conviction, compared to 6.2 percent among the general population, which is severely problematic in and of itself. According to the Femicide Census, at least 15 serving or retired police officers have killed women in the United Kingdom since 2009 (Jacobs, 2021). 
There has been a fall in the amount of cases of domestic violence cases that end in a prosecution or a convictions this has been seen by the police as a rise of cases during coronavirus (Barr and Topping, 2020). In the last three months of 2019 it was seen that the number of domestic violence prosecutions had fell by almost a quarter compared to 2018. Domestic violence charges and warnings were up 24 percent , when those with coronavirus symptoms were encouraged to self-isolate, according to the Metropolitan police department, which serves London. Domestic violence shelters have reported that they are running out of capacity, with many already full or essentially closed as a result of a "epidemic inside this pandemic” (Barr and Topping, 2020).
There have been far too many cases of where police have clearly let down a victim where they had plenty of opportunities to step in. Women should be able to trust the police as they’re job is to serve and protect. But what are women supposed to do when police officers cross that line. When being a police officer the role comes with a badge of trust, but when the badge of trust is betrayed as seen in the case of Sarah Everard which left the public feeling rage and sadness. Despite some protests, this is not the result of a single rotten apple, but of systemic sexism among our police forces and a broader failure to combat violence and domestic abuse against women and girls (Jacobs, 2021). Unfortunately, because of cases like Sarah’s trust in police has been damaged if there needs to be a change. Police should be offered extra training so they can fully understand what they need to do when it comes to cases of domestic violence. If a police officer is correctly trained this can help prevent further abuse or even death for that victim. There has been talk about a new Domestic Violence Bill (Jacobs,2021). If the Police, crime, sentencing and courts bill goes through the Lords, it could provide a great opportunity for police to help prevent this. The bill contains a proposal that there should be a new serious violence prevention duty. This will require departments such as the police, health authorities such as ambulance service and the NHS, and includes the probation service. They would work together to try help prevent serious violence (Jacob,2021).
As stated above the government are trying to come up with new ways to help prevent domestic violence. It was announced that the current version of the Domestic Abuse Bill is slated for a first reading in the House of Commons. One of the main new rules is that the person who committed domestic violence is to undergo a lie detector test upon release from prison, this is being reintroduced to parliament. However, there has been some scepticism of whether the lie detector is the best choice as they should not be trusted 100% (Thompson,2020).
However, if this new rule is enacted, a three-year trial programme would be conducted on domestic abusers who have been assessed and shown  to be at high risk of causing significant damage if released. If the trial effective, it will be implemented across the country. According to the Home Office (Thompson,2020), there will be about 300 offenders will be subjected to undergo these lie detector test three months following their release, and then every six months following. They will not be imprisoned if they fail the exam unless it is revealed that they have broken their licence limitations (Thompson,2020). It has been shown that polygraph tests have been "successfully used" with sexual offenders since 2013, according to officials (Thompson,2020). The bill pledges, among other things, to prevent the abuser from cross-examining their victims during family court proceedings and will enforce that the local governments are to provide secure housing for victims and their children if need. This is a policy Women's Aid has called as "lifesaving." However, the charity Crisis believes that this does not ensure that authorities would aid victims fleeing domestic violence, who have a "legal right to safe, permanent accommodation," and that they may end up spending years in temporary housing while their lives are put on hold (Thompson,2020)
Domestic Violence effects hundreds of women are affecting each week, the scariest part for them is when it comes to reporting the crime there is always the lagging fear that they will get hurt again. It is the polices job to assure that the victim is safe. As seen above there have been many cases of where victims have been let down but the government has come up with ways to try help improve and prevent the number of cases of Domestic Violence.
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