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Section 1 : Ethical Issues  

 
Ethics form  

 
 

  
APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL 

 

In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted 
ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval 
has not been obtained prior to commencement. 

 

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work 
undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including 
knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new 
applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate 
research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on 
dissertations/projects. 
 
The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”. 
 
Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, 
testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism. 
 
Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form. 
 
This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please 
see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.   
 
Delete the Guidance Notes at the end of the form BEFORE submitting your application 
 
 

SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher) 

Full Name: Niki Jones  

Tick all boxes which apply: 
 

Member of staff: ☐ 
Honorary research 
fellow: 

☐ 

Undergraduate Student ☒ 
Taught Postgraduate 
Student 

☐ 
Postgraduate 
Research Student 

☐ 

 

Faculty/School/Centre: Childhood and Education  
 

Campus:  
Carmarthen 

E-mail address: 1806951@UWTSD.student.ac.uk 
 

Contact Telephone Number: 07398226031 
 

For students: 

Student Number: 
1806951 
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Programme of Study: 
Ba Education studies primary 

Director of Studies/Supervisor: 
 Lynwen Robberts  
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SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity 

Has the research activity received approval in principle? 
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate 
approval process for different levels of research by different 
categories of individual) 

YES ☒ NO ☐ 

 Date 

If Yes, please indicate source of 
approval (and date where known): 
Approval in principle must be 
obtained from the relevant source 
prior to seeking ethical approval 

Research Degrees Committee ☐  

Faculty Research Committee ☐  

Other (write in) 
Lecturer Lynwen Robberts 

☒ 13/12/19 

 

SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials 

Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of 
this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical 
guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal 
adheres to these codes and guidelines. 

UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice 
 

☒ 

 
UWTSD Research Data Management Policy 

☐ 

 
BERA guidelines  

☒ 

 

SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity 

Does the research activity involve collaborators outside of the 
University? 

YES ☐ NO ☒ 

 

If Yes, please provide the name of the external organisation and name and contact details for the 
main contact person and confirmation this person has consented to their personal data being 
shared.as part of this collaboration. 

Institution  
 

Contact person name  
 

Contact person e-mail address 
 

 

Has this individual consented to sharing their details on this 
form? 

YES ☐ NO ☒ 

Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship? YES ☐ NO ☒ 

Is your research externally funded YES ☐ NO ☒ 

Are you specifically employed to 
undertake this research in either a 
paid or voluntary capacity? 

Voluntary YES ☐ NO ☒ 

Employed YES ☐ NO ☒ 

Is the research being undertaken 
within an existing UWTSD Athrofa 
Professional Learning Partnership 
(APLP) 

If YES then the 
permission question 
below does not need 
to be answered. 

YES ☐ NO ☒ 

Permission to undertake the 
research has been provided by the 
partner organisation 

(If YES attach copy) 
If NO the application 
cannot continue 

YES ☐ NO ☒ 

 

 
Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation 

file:///C:/Users/c.lohmann-hancock/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/REICoP-17-20-v3-Final.pdf
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Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system? YES ☐ NO ☒ 

 
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation 
 

 

SECTION E: Details of Research Activity 

Indicative title: EAL 

Proposed start date: 13/12/19 Proposed end date: 29/04/20 

Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words) 

Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the 
three points below: 

• Purpose of Research Activity 

• Proposed Research Question 

• Aims of Research Activity 

• Objectives of Research Activity 
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain 

• What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge  

• How it addresses an area of importance.  

Purpose of Research Activity 
 
This research will find out EAL  in schools  
 
(this box should expand as you type) 

Research Question 
 
How are children with EAL supported in the school 

 
(this box should expand as you type) 

Aims of Research Activity 
 
How children with EAL are supported through out the school 

 
(this box should expand as you type) 

Objectives of Research Activity 
 

How I would reach the aim 
 
(this box should expand as you type) 

Proposed methods (maximum 600 words) 

Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear 
what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed 
appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed. 

 
Structured interview with pre prepared interview questions  
And un structured observation in the classroom setting  
 
(this box should expand as you type) 
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Location of research activity 
Identify all locations where research activity will take place. 

 
A local primary school 
(this box should expand as you type) 

Research activity outside of the UK 
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical 
considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local 
guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and 
whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any 
licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised 
by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural 
and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants. 

n/a 
 
 
(this box should expand as you type) 

Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly 
available?    
 

NO ☐ 

YES ☐ 

If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not 
in the public domain and that this is in accordance with prevailing data protection law of the country 
in question and England and Wales. 
 
 
 
(this box should expand as you type) 
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SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity 

Will the research activity include:  
YES 

 
NO 

Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument? ☐ ☒ 

Use of interviews? ☒ ☐ 

Use of diaries? ☐ ☒ 

Participant observation with their knowledge? ☒ ☐ 

Participant observation without their knowledge? ☐ ☒ 

Use of video or audio recording? ☐ ☒ 

Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific 
consent? 

☐ ☒ 

Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be 
experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive? 

☐ ☒ 

Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem? ☐ ☒ 

Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities? ☐ ☒ 

Use of procedures that involve deception? ☐ ☒ 

Administration of any substance, agent or placebo? ☐ ☒ 

Working with live vertebrate animals? ☐ ☒ 

Other primary data collection methods, please explain in this box 
For example, ‘focus groups’. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) 
in this box and tick the accompany box. 

☐ ☒ Details of any other primary data collection method: 
 
 

 
(this box should expand as you type) 

If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from 
some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes). 
 
If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval 
has been obtained.  
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SECTION G: Intended Participants 

Who are the intended participants:   
YES 

 
NO 

Students or staff at the University? ☐ ☒ 

Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)? ☒ ☐ 

Vulnerable adults? ☐ ☒ 

Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or 
Guardian will be required) 

☒ ☐ 

Prisoners? ☐ ☒ 

Young offenders? ☐ ☒ 

Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with 
the investigator or a gatekeeper? 

☐ ☒ 

People engaged in illegal activities? ☐ ☒ 

Others (please identify specifically any group who may be unable to give consent) 
please indicate here and tick the appropriate box. 
 

☐ ☒ Other – please indicate here: 
 
 

 
(this box should expand as you type) 

 
Participant numbers and source 
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and 
how will they be recruited?  

How many participants are 
expected? 
 

 
30 
 
(this box should expand as you type) 

Who will the participants be? 
 

 
Two teachers  
30 children  
 
Head teacher 
(this box should expand as you type) 

How will you identify the 
participants? 

Teachers and primary school teachers 
 
 
(this box should expand as you type) 
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Information for participants:  

YES NO 
 

N/A 

Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in 
advance, so that they are informed about what to expect? 

☒ ☐ ☐ 

Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary? ☒ ☐ ☐ 

Will you obtain written consent for participation? ☒ ☐ ☐ 

Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research 
will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)? 

☒ ☐ ☐ 

If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their 
consent to being observed? 

☒ ☐ ☐ 

Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at 
any time and for any reason? 

☒ ☐ ☐ 

With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting 
questions they do not want to answer? 

☐ ☐ ☒ 

Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full 
confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs? 

☒ ☐ ☐ 

Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way 
appropriate to the type of research undertaken? 

☒ ☐ ☐ 

If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation  

 
 
 
(this box should expand as you type) 

 

Information for participants:  

YES NO 
 

N/A 

Will participants be paid? ☐ ☒ ☐ 

Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants? ☐ ☒ ☐ 

Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University 
arising from this study? 

☐ ☒ ☐ 

Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in 
any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims? 

☐ ☒ ☐ 

If YES to any question, please provide full details  

 
 
 
(this box should expand as you type) 
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SECTION H: Anticipated Risks 

Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the 
researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them.  
 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external 
research collaborator) you may append that to this form.   
Full risk assessment completed and appended?  

 
Yes  ☐ 

No ☒ 

Risks to participants 
For example: emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, 
sensitive organisational information 

Risk to Participant: 
The risk to the participants are minimal, 
however their time is precious and some 
anxiety could develop, if they have insufficient 
time to participate in the investigation. 
 
 
 
(this box should expand as you type) 

How will you mitigate the Risk to Participant 

 
 
I will explain to the participant that their 
participation  is voluntary and can withdraw at any 
time. 
(this box should expand as you type) 

If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, 
drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give 
details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline 
numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should 
make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, 
it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities 

 
n/a 
 
(this box should expand as you type) 

Risks to investigator 
For example: personal safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of 
harm/impropriety, conflict of interest 

Risk to Investigator: 
 
For personal safety and to  
Follow the rules of the school at all time  
 
 
(this box should expand as you type) 

How will you mitigate the Risk to Investigator: 

 
Make sure that you familiarise yourself with them 
before hand and meet with head teacher before 
placement, to ensure there is no risk at all times. 
Also seek advice from my lecturer as required. 
 
(this box should expand as you type) 

University/institutional risks 
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection 

Risk to University: 
 
The research is carried out in the name of the 
university, if ethical guidelines are not followed, 
the university reputation could be at risk. 
 
(this box should expand as you type) 

How will you mitigate the Risk to  University: 

 
 
I will ensure I will follow ethical guidelines and the 
advice from my lecturer at all times. 
(this box should expand as you type) 

 

Disclosure and Barring Service 

If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a 
Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained 
before any contact with such participants. 

YES 
 

NO 
 

N/A 
 

Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate? ☒ ☐ ☐ 
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SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality 

Feedback 
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when?  

Verbal feedback will be provided at the end of the placement. The participant will be offered a copy 
of the research findings. 
Also head teacher and class teacher will see the interview questions before the actual interview to 
give me the best reply they can. 
 
 
(this box should expand as you type) 

Informed consent 
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is 
involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before 
data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be 
obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation. 

 
Consent form and information sheet provided  
 
(this box should expand as you type) 

Confidentiality / Anonymity 
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If 
anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case.  

No names of participants will be used as well as the name of the setting . 
 
 
(this box should expand as you type) 
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SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage 

In completing this section refer to the University’s Research Data Management Policy and the 
extensive resources on the University’s Research Data Management web pages 
(http://uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/). 

Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General 
Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 
“DPA”)? 

YES NO 

“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified 
or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable 
natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, 
in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an 
identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one 
or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, 
mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. 

☐ ☐ 

If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected: 

 
 
 
(this box should expand as you type) 

Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)? YES NO 

“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of 
information as to the data subjects’ – 

(a) racial or ethnic origin, 
(b) political opinions, 
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature, 
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade 
Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992), 
(e) physical or mental health or condition, 
(f) sexual life, 
(g) genetics, 
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes), 

 

☐ 

 

☐ 

If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be 
collected: 
 
 
 
(this box should expand as you type) 

Will the research activity involve storing personal data and/or special 
category data on one of the following: 

YES NO 

Manual files (i.e. in paper form)? ☐ ☒ 

University computers? ☐ ☒ 

Private company computers? ☐ ☒ 

Home or other personal computers? ☐ ☒ 

Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks? ☐ ☒ 

“Cloud” storage or websites? ☐ ☒ 

Other – specify: 
 

☐ ☒ 

For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data 
confidentiality, including details of password protection, encryption, anonymisation and 
pseudonymisation: 

 
 
(this box should expand as you type) 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fuwtsd.ac.uk%2Flibrary%2Fresearch-data-management%2F&data=02%7C01%7CC.Lohmann-hancock%40uwtsd.ac.uk%7C6c7fd2aa09ff4afeb4c008d6b1c88f0e%7C4e0f11f9046e45059cb8db2152311e21%7C0%7C0%7C636891874087776472&sdata=BhFV1PTaJ7u%2FgPz20s0VNnkSy%2B1ZZW1GJv1k2YdOE0E%3D&reserved=0
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All Data Storage 

Will the research activity involve any of the following activities: YES NO 

Electronic transfer of data in any form? ☐ ☒ 

Sharing of data with others at the University? ☒ ☐ 

Sharing of data with other organisations? ☐ ☒ 

Export of data outside the European Union or importing of data from outside 
the UK? 

☐ ☒ 

Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers? ☐ ☒ 

Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals? ☐ ☒ 

Use of data management system? ☐ ☒ 

Data archiving? ☐ ☒ 

If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in 
accordance with the GDPR and DPA (and/or any international equivalent): 

 
The data will be only shared with the module lecturer . 
 
(this box should expand as you type) 

List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity: 

The investigator , the module lectuor  
 
(this box should expand as you type) 
List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity: 

The investigator  
 
 
(this box should expand as you type) 
Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, 
where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if 
not why not.   

All data will be stored on a password protected computer. 
 
 
(this box should expand as you type) 
Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see 
https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff)  

No 
 
 
(this box should expand as you type) 
Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see 
https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/) 
 

YES ☒ 

NO ☐ 

Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your 
research has completed or the end of your funding 

YES ☒ 

NO ☐ 

 
  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fresearchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cj.venus%40uwtsd.ac.uk%7C981cf28ddfcb48854c9c08d6fa466348%7C4e0f11f9046e45059cb8db2152311e21%7C0%7C0%7C636971577546588290&sdata=GQ7YGAe3R0%2B%2Fb3MjzwgWiPTdMx0%2BDaoMF2MilFdT01I%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uwtsd.ac.uk%2Flibrary%2Fresearch-data-management%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cj.venus%40uwtsd.ac.uk%7C981cf28ddfcb48854c9c08d6fa466348%7C4e0f11f9046e45059cb8db2152311e21%7C0%7C0%7C636971577546578291&sdata=S32rzsJ04QxDtX1nsg%2F8%2FxIgMGDV2oXG4QBZj5JdIFI%3D&reserved=0
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SECTION K: Declaration 

The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have 
attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my 
obligations and the rights of the participants. 
 
In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named 
research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice 

Signature of applicant: Niki Jones  

Date:13/12/19 

 

 
For STUDENT Submissions: 

Director of 
Studies/Supervisor: 

Lynwen Roberts 
Date: 
13.12.19 

Signature: 
 
L.Roberts 

 
For STAFF Submissions: 

Head of School/Assistant 
Dean: 

Alison  
Date: 
13.12,19 

Signature: 
 
 

 
Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form 
according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation: 

☒ I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form. 

☒ I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full. 

☒ I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle 

☐ 
I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where 
appropriate) 

☐ 
I have attached a full risk assessment (and have NOT completed Section H of this form) 
(where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT 

☒ 
I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will 
meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice. 

☒ 
I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents 
(including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must 
be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Head of School. 

☒ 

 
I have deleted the guidance notes before submitting the PG2 for consideration 

 
  

http://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/media/uwtsd-website/content-assets/documents/research/Research-Integrity-and-Ethics---Code-of-Practice-(2015-18).pdf
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RESEARCH STUDENTS AND STAFF ONLY 
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to 
pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name. 
You will be informed of the outcome of your claim by email; therefore it is important that you check 
your University and personal email accounts regularly. 

 

STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit  
this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader. 

 
This form is available electronically from the Academic Office web pages: 
http://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/academic-office/ 
  

 
 

 

  

This it the ethic form that all participants 

have to sign, to comply with the  BERA 

guideline, these guidelines are the best to 

use for educational  research (BERA, 2018) 

mailto:pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk
http://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/academic-office/
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School policies on safeguarding and child protection. 
 
Safeguarding  
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Child protection policy  

 

 

 
 

 

It is important to have safeguarding in 

schools, schools have an essential role to 

protect children, including volunteers and 

researchers do not pose any risk at all, 

making sure staff are trained in this and 

that all others read and are aware of these 

policies at all time and that the polices are 

up to date    (Terriceroadprimary,2020) 
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These policies are important to government 

and for schools to comply and enforce 

(Terriceroadprimary,2020) 
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Section 2 topic base  
 
 

 
 Parent involvement is an essential part 

of EAL for children to achieve their full 
potential (Government, 1991) 
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However, children need to be properly 
safeguarded and need to be able to 
access advocacy support (Holland, 
2017), so that they access educational 
opportunities, including language skills 
and extra support needed under the 
Social Services and Well-being    
(Wales) Act 2014. 

EAL training should be provided to 
newly qualified teachers in Wales by 
embedding it into teaching training 
(Government, 2015). 
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 Welsh Assembly Government (WAG) 

statistics show the unknown or not 
stated EAL pupils ages 5 years and 
over are at a high level and in danger 
of not having an education for example 
in south west Wales , Powys- 116, 
Ceredigion- 179, Pembrokeshire- 127, 
Carmarthenshire-110, Swansea- 126, 
Neath, and Port Talbot-33 EAL children 
are not in education (Goverment, 2017)   
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Very important as statistics show dropping 

in English (Government,2019) 



PG2 / E1 FORM 

May 2019 26 Ethical Approval Form 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

the Ethnic Minority Grant (EMAG) used 
to support EAL. In 2011 the national 
figure was £203,995,29 and transferred 
funding responsibility to the DFEE 
instead of WAG which is difficult to 
access due to the process (Curriculum, 
2013). 

Acquisition English language the stags of 

language (Collier,2019) 
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Statistics in the whole of wales different 

areas (Government,2019) 
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Welsh Assembly Government (WAG) 
statistics show the unknown or not 
stated EAL pupils ages 5 years and 
over are at a high level and in danger 
of not having an education for example 
in south west Wales (WAG,2019) 



PG2 / E1 FORM 

May 2019 29 Ethical Approval Form 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Government are targeting resources as 

there is such a low resource in wales and 

England  (gov,2010) 
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Most EAL pupils out preform those who do 

not have EAL  

This shows some government statistics are 

incorrect (EPI,2020) 

The different stages for EAL pupils 

developing competency in English 

(DFE,2019) 
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Statistics in wales (GOV,2019) 

Government funding and different multi 

agencies like GEMS helping families 

(GOV,2019) 

The different multi agencies available for 

EAL families and education 

(Bellfoundation,2019) 
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Estyn report of the primary school I was 

doing my research in , (Terrace road 

primary(2019) 
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 Read Write Inc information all about it, 

training and support for all involved with 

EAL (Bell foundation,2020) 
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The primary school I went to research EAL 

, these are all the strategies they incorporate 

in every day learning so children reach 

their educational outcomes in school and 

outside as a community from age 3 years to 

age 11 years old, (Terrace road 

primary,2019). 

How the PLASC help with all the data of 

EAL pupils and manage it with guidance 

from the Welsh Assembly Government and 

the purpose of it all , (Gov, 2019) 
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With help from CALP theories and 

different skills for EAL pupils to have 

academic acquisition, (CALP,2019) 
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Legislation education act all must comply 

with in schools (GOV,1996) 
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The framework for all schools with EAL 

pupils and support for all staff in the school 

environment to help children with EAL 

reach educational outcomes 

(NASSEA,2020) 

statistics show the unknown or not 
stated EAL pupils ages 5 years and 
over are at a high level and in danger 
of not having an education for example 
in south west Wales (Gov,2019) 
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Reports on EAL children’s proficiency 

(Bellfoundation,2019) 
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Reports on evidence EAL pupils have not 

suffered or lack of evidence they suffer 

from high attending EAL pupils 

(Bellfoundation,2019) 
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The new EAL development in schools in 

Wales (Gov,2020) 
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Statistics all around wales on EAL pupils 

(Gov,2020) 



PG2 / E1 FORM 

May 2019 46 Ethical Approval Form 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new policies and legislations in Wales 

(Gov,2020)  
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The importance of change for EAL pupils 

in Wales and the impacts of different 

backgrounds outside of education like 

poverty and how they affect them outside 

of school and how they look at the whole 

child and not just education ( GOV,2020) 
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The importance of inclusive schools and 

the role of the schools and the importance 

of it within the current framework and 

reaching out to the wider community and 

the importance of this to be inclusive from 

the whole child’s perspective  (Gov,2020)  

Education act 1996 (Gov, 2020) 
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Some children are asylum seekers and 

these are the policies and regulations the 

Welsh assembly Government must follow 

with each child, and the actions they will 

take to ensure support and transition is 

steady and smooth (Gov,2020) 
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A need to know discussion about EAL 

pupils and the facts to consider when 

involved with EAL pupils 

(Bellfoundation,2020) 
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Statistics have shown EAL pupils can have 

many barriers to education 

(Flashacademy,2020) 
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Introducing transitions into mainstream 

classroom as some children have never 

been In a school environment or even had 

any education at all, this allows smooth 

transition and how to help with that 

(Flashacadmy,2019) 
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The government legislations and acts and 

how it has changed over the years  

(NALDIC,2020) 
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Infants and primary statistics of all EAL 

pupils attending the school in 2019 to 2020, 

from the researched primary school I 

attended given to me by the head teacher 

of, English , maths and PSD development, 

this shows that all the pupils are above 

average and above pupils who do not have 

EAL  

Infants and primary statistics of all EAL 

pupils attending the school in 2019 to 

2020, from the researched primary school I 

attended given to me by the head teacher 

of, English , maths and PSD development, 

this shows that all the pupils are above 

average and above pupils who do not have 

EAL  
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Case studies with Read Write Inc  

That say it is an amazing tool for EAL 

pupils across the world (Maskin,2017) 
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Theorist that help with understanding EAL 

(Foundation,2020) 
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Estyn report for the school I was 

researching EAL 

(Terriceroadprimaryschool,2018) 

Infants and primary statistics of all EAL 

pupils attending the school in 2019 to 2020, 

from the researched primary school I 

attended given to me by the head teacher 

of, English , maths and PSD development, 

this shows that all the pupils are above 

average and above pupils who do not have 

EAL  
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Infants and primary statistics of all EAL 

pupils attending the school in 2019 to 2020, 

from the researched primary school I 

attended given to me by the head teacher 

of, English , maths and PSD development, 

this shows that all the pupils are above 

average and above pupils who do not have 

EAL  

 

A safe guarding leaflet I was given in the 

school I was doing research on EAL , this 

explains everyone’s responsibility on safe 

guarding  
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 The  next four pictures ,These are the 

stages a to e that the school have in place 

for EAL pupils to have the same outcomes 

as children without EAL  

This was given to me by the school for 

speaking, maths, English and reading and 

viewing  
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 This is the schools policy given to me by 

the head teacher that the whole school 

follows on EAL pupil arrival to ensure a 

smooth transition for everyone involved  
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 This is the plan they have over the next few 

pictures for new commers to English  

This was given to me by the class teacher  

It shows stages with how the curriculum is 

incorporated in to EAL teaching in the 

classroom as a guide for teachers and 

stages they can record on their EAL profile 

for each child and see what to do next if 

needed  
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 This is approaches to education A report 

for language development and social 

integration and achievement and all the key 

findings that has been found in this article 

(Bellfounation,2019) 



PG2 / E1 FORM 

May 2019 74 Ethical Approval Form 

 
 These are the list of multi agencies that on 

the government website for the Welsh 

assembly for schools in Wales, these can 

help various people from schools to the 

families and the caregivers of the EAL 

pupils (NALDIC,2019) 
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 This is a report on language development 

and school achievement different 

opportunities and challenges with in 

education with EAL students and how 

schools should be part of a national 

framework support children with EAL 

(Borysiewicz,2019) 
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This report shows that encouraging parental 

involvement is a very important part of the 

outcomes and the progression of the EA L 

pupil and how the school and community 

should work together and also have noted 

write ink works well what is the AL pupil 

(NALDIC,2019)  
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 This report shows policy pedagogy and 

people's perceptions from their own 

experiences while learning English as a 

second additional language, help pressure 

and different culture differences including 

poverty can have a big effect on their 

learning English is a second language  

(NALDIC,2019) 
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This report shows National Audit of EAL 

training and the key findings was the 

number increase of EAl pupil since 2004 

there is a high level of variation between 

the training available to staff and different 

location And local authorities throughout 

their careers and the recommendations that 

should be implied in schools today 

(NALDIC,2019) 

This is report on educational outcomes of 

children with English as an additional 

language and the findings of language 

proficiency from children who are have 

spoken English before and I've never ever 

spoken English with their childhood and 

how they arrive in an education system 

with or without any education at all it also 

includes the severe attainment penalty for 

pupils and also if they arrive in school from 

year 3 on, (NALDIC,2019) 
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This report shows is English as an 

additional language and initial teacher 

education the research aims were the 

extended knowledge base of teachers 

educators and student teachers too and how 

they meet the needs of the paper with 

statistics and findings that match with the 

placement I was in And stating that EAL 

pupils exceed the average that is expected 

of them (NALDIC,2019) 
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 This is research from the 1960s an earlier 

of theorists but the battle foundation Have 

provided everyone with to explain The 

different aspects from cognitive to play of 

an EAL pupil (Bellfoundation,2019) 
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 This show is Abraham Maslow’s hierarchy 

of needs triangle  shows step by step what 

is needed for a child to become the best 

they can be, and he looks at every aspect of 

the Childs life (Maslow,2016) 
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This is an article by the Bell foundation 

That shows Jim Cummins theory from the 

1970s onwards an how it helps children 

with EAL (bellfoundation,2019) 
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 This is another research report from the 

Bell foundation from the 1970s to 1980s 

showing the different theorists that explain 

the communication between EAL pupils 

and what is needed (Bellfoundation,2019) 
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This is another paper of research from the 

1900s to 2000 and underlines the important 

role of dialogue and learning as an EAL 

pupil (Bell,foundation,2019) 
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 This is a research paper that they found 

different theorists that can help with the 

EAL PUPIL from 2010 onwards 

(Bellfoundation,2019) 
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This Journal article shows the nature of the 

initial teacher training an education 

Throughout Wales for EAL pupils 

(Miskin,2020) 

Search paper explains who is who an EA L 

in the United Kingdom and how you can 

build captivity, developing and evaluating 

models of good practise throughout 

leadership (Kozilun,2012) 
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This is a page given to me by the head 

teacher suggested progression primary 

school setting From the start and the end of 

term for teachers and supporting staff 

This is another research paper on parental 

engagement and how important it is in all 

aspects EAL this is done by two case 

studies and then reported into this report 

(oxford,2019) 
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 This paper shows the information That's 

complaining sponsor lines of enquiries for 

education improvement grant in how the 

grant will help Roman gypsy families and 

minority ethnic children With reference to 

improving their educational outcomes 

(Government,2020) 
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 This is Gwent education minority ethnic 

service known as GEMS structure to help 

pupils and families with and schools with 

translation (GEMS,2020) 
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This is a report on key stage 2 key stage 

one and key stage 3 on the outcomes that 

was expected in schools for children Who 

have English as an additional language 

(GOV,2019) 

This isn't a report fart children with English 

as an additional language and they are 

academic achievement throughout 

education And it states that papers without 

English as a first language should be better 

targeted and it shows the differences in 

results and shows who the battle foundation 

is funded by and how it all started 

(Bellfoundation,2019) 
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 This report shows partnerships papers with 

English as an additional language for 

schools , centres of enterprise and it shows 

the charitable partners and all the 

University partners that have done research 

on pupils with English as an additional 

language (Bellfoundation,2019) 
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 The next 3 pages are there stats in Wales on 

all the different regions and places in Wales 

what papers is English as an additional 

language papers were aged over 5 by local 

authority stating their religion and ethnicity 

(Statswales,2020) 
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 This is test sticks in Wales that the number 

of papers with EA L the actual rising 

(Walesstatistics,2019) 

The page below shows the national levels 

and results by the area of learning and view 

an stage of English as an additional 

language development  
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This report shows the diversity of English 

as an additional language learners and how 

they are very diverse group and how Lane 

is include anyone who's been exposed to a 

language other than English during early 

childhood and are continuing to be exposed 

to this language in their homework in their 

community (Gov,2019)I don't know she is  
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This is a case study by Ruth miskins 

training who is the founder of read write 

ink that is in schools and how In Australia 

it is working for them football papers are 

not just English as an additional language 

paper There are also other case studies to 

support Read Write Inc in schools that use 

the RRI programme and how well it is 

working for each pupil and how accessible 

it is for any stage of EAL 

 (Maskin,2019) 
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Section 3: Methodology  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action plan  
 
Action Plan for Work Placement 
In work placement as part of the module, Lines of Enquiry, I researched how English as an 
additional language (EAL) can benefit a child’s development within their education. I used 
interviews to help gain a first-hand insight towards what interventions are in place and how 
effective they are. I intend to access the person I shall interview by identifying a staff 
member who works closely with EAL in the classrooms and the Head teacher within the 
facility and ask their permission, as well as handing them a participants consent form and 
letter as well as offering the chance to review and overlook the questions which I have 
written in advance of attending the placement and meeting in person before my placement 
starts. I shall make it clear they have each right to withdraw from the interview at any 
stage. As well as the interview I shall also be doing a structured observation over the 
course of ten days.  
What bias have I got about the subject? 
That the pupils will not be achieving in their language acquisition 
How can I ensure that my bias will not be reflected in my research methods? 
Using a triangulation method to obtain different information to give a comprehensive view.    
I expect to discover that children who have EAL are gaining more confidence and 
understanding towards their academic success and learn how the provision is 
implemented.  On the other hand, I will keep an open mind to the idea that due to EAL that 
this could be limiting a child’s engagement and inclusion with mainstream peers.  
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Developing my own knowledge towards ALN students, will be 
of great help towards my future career aspiration of working with children with ALN or 
EBD.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Objectives  

Activity Date  Status 

Find out who the named 

teacher for child 

protection  officer is in the 

school 

19.2.20 Complete 

On the first day of 

placement show my DBS 

certificate to the inclusion 

officer 

19.02.20 Complete 

Tour the facility   19.02.20 Complete 

Meet members of staff 19.02.20 

20.02.20 

21.02.20 

22.02.20 

23.02.20 

Complete 

 

Find out how the teacher 

supports a child’s 

development  in EAL 

19.02.20 to 27.02.20 Completed 

Collect data from the 

classroom setting  

 

Interview the class 

teacher staff member who 

works closely with ALN 

children who have EAL 

19.02.20 to 27.02.20 

 
 
 
19.02.20 to 27.02.20 

Completed 

 
 
 
 
Completed 

Structured observation of 

both staff and children 

within the classroom 

setting 

19.02.20 to 27.02.20 Completed 

Interview the head 
teacher about EAL 

19.02.20 Completed 
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Look at the school 
statistics on the progress 
with EAL 

19.02.20 Completed 

 
 
Reflective Diary  
 

➢ Please note that unfortunately, due to Welsh Government new guidelines about the 
current Covid-19 I was only able to conduct 7 days in a school placement for 
research. 

 
Day 1  

What Went Well Spoke with head teacher and asked her 
the ten questions about how children 
with EAL are supported in schools  
Interview with the head teacher was 
productive and insightful on EAL in their 
school.     

Day 1  
 
 
 
 
 

What were the main 
challenges/problems /difficulties you 
faced 

Had to ensure that the questions were 
on topic and relevant to my proposed 
study on EAL  

 
 
 
 

How did you react to the challenges? I ensured that I had thoroughly 
researched the topic and the school 
beforehand.   

 
 
 
 

How did you feel? I felt nervous of meeting the head 
teacher and yet excited at the prospect 
of finding out all about what 
interventions are used in the school.   

 
 
 
 

What surprised you? How well-informed the Head Teacher 
was.  She knew all relevant legislation 
and policy and was so passionate about 
supporting students with EAL.   

 
 
 
 
 

What were you familiar with? I was familiar with the Head Teacher’s 
passion for the EAL support because I 
found that she shared my enthusiasm 
for the topic.   

 
 
 
 
 

Have your beliefs and expectations 
changed or been changed? 

Yes, my expectations have been 
changed because the figures for Wales 
showed that EAL pupils’ language 
acquisition was low. (Statistics,2018 ) 
However, the school in question was 
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experiencing results which showed their 
pupils were enjoying above average 
success.  

How well do you think you managed the 
challenging situation? 

Apart from being a little nervous about 
meeting the Head Teacher it was not 
what I would call a challenging situation. 
Ensuring I was well prepared mitigated 
any challenges I might have 
encountered.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Has this experience changed your mind 
or opinion in any way? 

Yes it has taught me that not all EAL 
statistics are reflective of individual 
schools.  They present the average for 
all schools.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Were you given any feedback (formal or 
informal)? Can you seek further advice 
from anyone in order to give you 
another perspective? 

I was able to ask the class teacher’s 
opinion as to how the EAL students 
were progressing.  This was important 
as she works with the students daily 
and gets to know them individually.    

 
 
 
 

Is there any other reading or research 
you could follow up regarding the 
subject matter? 

Yes, I consulted case studies from 
around the world in order to compare 
their findings with those in Wales.   

 
 
 
 

What skills do you need to develop to 
address this incident more effectively in 
the future? 

The interview with the Head Teacher 
was the first interview I had ever done 
so I consider that I need to have more 
self-belief and confidence in the future.  
The interview went well because I had 
done my homework and was well 
briefed on the subject so self-belief is 
what was lacking.  

 
 
 
 
 

Given the same event would you do 
anything different next time? 

Instead of using a regular pen in future I 
would take my recording pen with me.  
This would have allowed me to focus on 
the interview more without worrying 
about taking copious notes 

 
 
 

What are the key lessons learned for 
future use? 

Always be well briefed 
Keep nerves in check 
Use the recording pen  
Have more self-belief 
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How might your learning feed into your 
assignments?  

I have looked at statistics from the 
school, statistics Wales wide and 
statistics from other countries and 
compared them to EAL frameworks to 
identify what was working in schools 
and what was not working in schools 
with regard to different interventions.  

 

 
Day 2  

What Went Well All went well.  Teacher lovely, pupils 
lovely.  Transition for me going into the 
class made me feel very welcome.   

Day 2 
With Class Teacher   - meeting her and 
meeting the class pupils - spent the day 
with them 
 
 
 

What were the main 
challenges/problems /difficulties you 
faced 

Challenge was whether the children 
would accept me.  Would they play up, 
would they ignore me, would they carry 
on with their daily activities as children 
are always inquisitive.   

 
 
 
 

How did you react to the challenges? I tried to be as quiet as possible and at 
the outset I asked them if they had any 
questions for me to dispel the curiosity 
factor so that they could get on with 
their learning. 

 
 
 
 

How did you feel? I felt at home.  I felt absolutely relaxed – 
it was amazing.    

 
 
 

What surprised you? What surprised me was how welcoming 
the children were and teachers too.    

 
 
 
 

What were you familiar with? I was familiar with the classroom setting 
because I had previously worked as a 
teaching assistant.   

 
 
 
 
 

Have your beliefs and expectations 
changed or been changed? 

Yes, my expectations have been 
changed.  I was surprised because I 
found that in my research children with 
EAL were reported as having difficulties 
making friends because of the language 
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barriers.  When in fact I found the 
opposite.  The teacher had set up an 
intervention called a ‘friendship buddy’ 
for every EAL pupil and therefore they 
could scaffold off the other pupil.   

How well do you think you managed the 
challenging situation? 

I think I handled it really well because I 
tackled the inquisitiveness factor 
straight away and asked if the children 
wanted to ask me any questions.  From 
my experience as a teaching assistant I 
knew it was best to take the lead from 
the class teacher as she is the one who 
knows her pupils the best.  The class 
teacher suggested the approach of 
allowing the pupils to ask questions and 
this turned out to be the correct choice.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Has this experience changed your mind 
or opinion in any way? 

Yes it has changed my opinion.  
Considering the ‘friendship buddy’ 
intervention I noted that regardless of 
the language barrier children respond to 
help and friendship and do a lot of 
activities together.  Children adapt really 
well.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Were you given any feedback (formal or 
informal)? Can you seek further advice 
from anyone in order to give you 
another perspective? 

Yes, from the teacher who said that I 
would make a really good teacher which 
was a fantastic compliment.  She also 
said that I had handled the initial 
meeting with the children in the best 
way possible.  I also had feedback from 
the pupils who were excited for me to 
be there and they showed me how 
friends were important.   

 
 
 
 
 

Is there any other reading or research 
you could follow up regarding the 
subject matter? 

Yes, how do children adapt in class and 
make friends despite the language 
barrier.  How do they overcome the 
barriers?  

 
 
 

What skills do you need to develop to 
address this incident more effectively in 
the future? 

I think I need to read more on the 
subject overcoming language barriers in 
the classroom and complete more 
classroom observations of children and 
how they interact when there is a 
language barrier.  

 
 
 
 
 

Given the same event would you do 
anything different next time? 

No, I would not do anything different 
next time.  I would always take advice 
from the class teacher at the outset and 
then engage my classroom experience.  

 
 
 



PG2 / E1 FORM 

May 2019 117 Ethical Approval Form 

What are the key lessons learned for 
future use? 

Take advice from the class teacher 
Use personal classroom experience 
Ensure my background research is up 
to date  
 

 
 
 
 

How might your learning feed into your 
assignments?  

How EAL barriers can be overcome in 
class through friendship and can 
scaffolding help their English language 
development from other children who 
have English as their first language.  

 

 
Day 3  

What Went Well Before they actually did the 40 mins 
lesson she showed me the Read write 
Inc framework (ruth.2010) beforehand, 
how it is used, the importance of it and 
basically how it works, the different 
outcomes they were expecting each 
child to get, how they get to that level 
and what they use.  This enabled me to 
understand what I was looking for in the 
pupil observation.  

Day 3 
Met Teaching Assistant who is trained 
in EAL and head of department with 
EAL 
She did my introduction to how to do 
observations using the Readwrite Inc 
framework   
40 minutes per day are spent with each 
child individually.  
 

What were the main 
challenges/problems /difficulties you 
faced 

The main challenges were meeting the 
children, and getting them understand 
why I was there, whether they minded 
me observing them and gaining their 
permission for me to observe them.  It 
was time consuming and took about 20 
minutes.     

 
 
 
 

How did you react to the challenges? I tried to blend in as well as I could and 
not get in the way.  I followed the 
Teaching Assistants lead and followed 
her example so that I could understand 
how she was communicating with the 
pupils.   

 
 
 
 

How did you feel? I felt a bit sorry for the child because I 
took time away from his learning 
because of the time it took for us to 
explain why I was there and to get his 
permission and this made me sad.   

 
 
 
 

What surprised you? What surprised me was how amazing 
the Read Write Inc Phonics Framework 
programme actually was and how 
adaptable it was to each individual child.  
Also how quickly they understood and 
improved their language skills.   

 
 
 
 
 

What were you familiar with? I was familiar with one to one teaching 
from my experiences as a teaching 
assistant.   
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Have your beliefs and expectations 
changed or been changed? 

Yes I was looking at the Read Write Inc 
research online.  Loads of case studies 
and research reported how fantastic it 
was.  I was quite sceptical because of 
the Wales statistics I had found on 
phonics and language development in 
EAL.  My experiences exceeded my 
expectations.   

 
 
 
 
 

How well do you think you managed the 
challenging situation? 

Not very well.  I think I did not know 
what to do. I felt helpless when the 
member of staff was trying to explain to 
the child who I was prior to the 
observation.  I felt uncomfortable for the 
child because of the time it took to make 
the explanations and get permissions.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Has this experience changed your mind 
or opinion in any way? 

Yes, it has changed my mind. Because 
although the children are excelling at 
language and vocabulary the children 
were struggling with basic 
intercommunication skills.  As identified 
by Theorist, Jim Cummings  
(Cummings,2018) it takes two to four 
years for a child to have basic 
intercommunication skills.     

 
 
 
 
 
 

Were you given any feedback (formal or 
informal)? Can you seek further advice 
from anyone in order to give you 
another perspective? 

Yes, the teaching assistant gave me 
feedback.  She helped explain the 
results of the Read write session and 
explained that if I spoke to the class 
teacher, they would then explain how 
the child’s language levels would be 
incorporated into the lessons to help 
with further development.    

 
 
 
 
 

Is there any other reading or research 
you could follow up regarding the 
subject matter? 

Research into how teachers help 
language development through the 
curriculum to make it inclusive for all in 
mixed ability classes of both EAL and 
non-EAL pupils.   

 
 
 
 

What skills do you need to develop to 
address this incident more effectively in 
the future? 

I think I need to have more knowledge 
through conducting academic literature 
research.  

 
 
 
 
 

Given the same event would you do 
anything different next time? 

It is difficult to say because I did not 
know what to expect.  I would hopefully 
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be more relaxed next time but would still 
need to follow the lead of the member of 
staff.  

What are the key lessons learned for 
future use? 

Take advice from the staff 
Use personal classroom experience 
Ensure my background research is up 
to date  
 

 
 
 
 

How might your learning feed into your 
assignments?  

How teachers integrate EAL into the 
curriculum to make it an inclusive 
classroom.  Jim Cummings and BICS 
Theory (Cummings,2019) 

 

 
Day 4  

What Went Well The EAL group had a lot of basic 
knowledge of English. They quickly 
knew why I was there and gave 
permission for me to observe them.  
They were happy for me to be there and 
were welcoming so that was nice.     

Day 4 
Met Teaching Assistant who is trained 
in EAL and head of department with 
EAL 
Observation of a group of pupils 
 

What were the main 
challenges/problems /difficulties you 
faced 

The main challenges were getting the 
children to focus on task and not on me 
because they all wanted to sit by me. 
Thankfully though it did not disrupt their 
learning.       

 
 
 
 

How did you react to the challenges? I said to them if they all sat together and 
I could sit behind them and they could 
show me their work. They appeared to 
put more effort into their learning.  They 
were all sitting together which was nice.   

 
 
 
 

How did you feel? I felt like the session was flowing and it 
was natural.  I felt that my increased 
knowledge from the first day had 
increased and I knew more about the 
Read Write inc.   

 
 
 
 

What surprised you? I think what surprised me was how 
much the children wanted to show me 
what they were doing, their progression 
and their excitement about learning and 
how quickly they accepted me into the 
classroom.   

 
 
 
 
 

What were you familiar with? I was familiar with the Framework itself, 
the staff and the pupils. I was familiar 
with how the staff made the learning 
fun.  

 
 
 
 
 

Have your beliefs and expectations 
changed or been changed? 

Definitely yes.  My beliefs have been 
challenged by how excited the children 
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were to learn because some report 
have shown that the children were not 
excited by the Framework.    

How well do you think you managed the 
challenging situation? 

I think I manged really well from the 
previous day.  The more I was in the 
classroom situation the less challenging 
it became.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Has this experience changed your mind 
or opinion in any way? 

Children love to learn if it is exciting and 
done calmly that is what the experience 
showed me.   

 
 
 
 
 

Were you given any feedback (formal or 
informal)? Can you seek further advice 
from anyone to give you another 
perspective? 

The staff told me how well I had 
handled the situation of the children 
wanting to sit by me.  They told me that 
if I wanted any further information on 
EAL to go and speak to the EAL 
department. 

 
 
 
 
 

Is there any other reading or research 
you could follow up regarding the 
subject matter? 

Yes, research on what makes children 
learn better in an EAL environment.    

 
 
 
 

What skills do you need to develop to 
address this incident more effectively in 
the future? 

Researching different school settings 
and what they use to encourage 
learning.  

 
 
 
 
 

Given the same event would you do 
anything different next time? 

Probably research more on EAL group 
work in Read Write Inc in readiness.   

 
 
 

What are the key lessons learned for 
future use? 

Take advice from the staff 
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Trust in my personal classroom 
experience 
Ensure my background research is up 
to date 
  
 

How might your learning feed into your 
assignments?  

Maslow’s Hierarch of Needs 
(Maslow,2010) and consider how these 
fits in with EAL learning  

 
Day 5  

What Went Well It all went well. How lovely she was, 
how she took time to explain everything 
about the frameworks they used and the 
funding.    

Day 5 
Meeting with Head of Department of 
EAL teaching assistants to discuss the 
frameworks they use and the funding 
situation 
 

What were the main 
challenges/problems /difficulties you 
faced 

The main challenges were realising the 
problems the school faces with regards 
to funding.  The legislation, the funding 
criteria that the government has set out 
for schools is complicated and 
challenging.  It was difficult to see the 
problems the school had to overcome to 
fund a programme which was effective 
and producing better results that the 
Wales statistics indicated.      

 
 
 
 

How did you react to the challenges? I was quite horrified and shocked at the 
problems surrounding the funding.    

 
 
 

How did you feel? I felt powerless and sad for the children.  
For a school which has 50% EAL pupils 
the government do not seem to be 
stepping up and helping.   

 
 
 
 

What surprised you? It surprised me how much the school 
care about the EAL pupils.  They spend 
their own time to fundraise for 
resources.    

 
 
 
 
 

What were you familiar with? I was familiar with the policies and the 
framework but not the funding criteria.    

 
 
 
 

Have your beliefs and expectations 
changed or been changed? 

Yes they have.  They have been 
challenged.  I find it hard to believe that 
the government do not appear to realise  
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or care how much work goes into 
supporting children with EAL to get the 
expected outcomes. Lack of resources 
and government funding are needed.  
Makes me sad and upset for the 
children.   

How well do you think you managed the 
challenging situation? 

I was upset because the schools are not 
being supported by the government.  I 
do not think I handled it very well by 
getting upset. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Has this experience changed your mind 
or opinion in any way? 

Yes I actually think that teachers 
working with EAL are superheroes – the 
effort they put in to get the outcomes - 
from the work in the classroom to the 
fundraising they do in their own time for 
the children to reach their language 
outcomes despite the lack of 
government funding. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Were you given any feedback (formal or 
informal)? Can you seek further advice 
from anyone in order to give you 
another perspective? 

They said that the interventions they 
use they get a lot of help for the charity 
the Bell Foundation.   
The Bell Foundation have a digital 
framework for the staff to input data so 
that each child’s development can be 
tracked by the teacher.  This can be 
used when they progress to secondary 
education.  

 
 
 
 
 

Is there any other reading or research 
you could follow up regarding the 
subject matter? 

Yes, research on Bell Foundation 
(Bellfoundation,2019) case studies and 
Read Write Inc case studies.    

 
 
 
 

What skills do you need to develop to 
address this incident more effectively in 
the future? 

Researching funding in schools and 
how it impacts the school and the 
pupils.   

 
 
 
 
 

Given the same event would you do 
anything different next time? 

Probably research more and take more 
notes because there was so much to 
learn.    
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What are the key lessons learned for 
future use? 

That funding is difficult and time 
consuming to access.   
The staff go above and beyond to 
support the pupils. 
  
 

 
 
 
 

How might your learning feed into your 
assignments?  

Legislation is difficult to put into practice 
without sufficient funding. 

 

 
Day 6  

What Went Well It went amazingly well.  It was the most 
enjoyable day for me because all the 
class really loved and appreciated the 
day. It was linking home with school.   
 

Day 6 
Culture Day 
Parents/family invited into the 
classroom to promote the different 
cultures of the EAL pupils. 
Traditional dress, traditional food, and 
writing in the different languages were 
some of the activities 
 

What were the main 
challenges/problems /difficulties you 
faced 

The main challenges were just the fact 
that this activity was new to me and I 
was more of an observer.  Even though 
I was observing, the fun of the day 
overtook the observation and I had to 
put my notebook and pen down and join 
in with the children and the activities.   

 
 
 
 

How did you react to the challenges? I had to get involved because the 
children wanted me to get involved.    

 
 
 

How did you feel? I felt wonderful because they wanted 
me to be part of their culture.  I felt 
really happy that everyone was 
celebrating different cultures and 
learning at the same time.  It was such 
a wonderful day for everyone pupils and 
staff and I was happy to be a part of it.   

 
 
 
 

What surprised you? How much they celebrated the other 
cultures not just the Welsh culture and 
how amazing that was for me and the 
teachers.    

 
 
 
 
 

What were you familiar with? I was not familiar with any of it as I had 
never experienced anything like this 
before.     
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Have your beliefs and expectations 
changed or been changed? 

Yes, they have.  My beliefs that every 
child’s culture is important and should 
be celebrated because it makes them 
feel important and accepted.   

 
 
 
 
 

How well do you think you managed the 
challenging situation? 

I think I managed it well because even 
though I was there to observe I did get 
involved at the request of the children.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Has this experience changed your mind 
or opinion in any way? 

Yes because it has reinforced the fact 
that every culture that a child has 
should be celebrated in school with 
others not just at home.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Were you given any feedback (formal or 
informal)? Can you seek further advice 
from anyone in order to give you 
another perspective? 

The class teacher and the head teacher 
both told me they were grateful that I 
had got involved and they mentioned 
how important it was for them as a 
school to have people from the outside 
to come in and experience what they 
were trying to achieve at the school.   

 
 
 
 
 

Is there any other reading or research 
you could follow up regarding the 
subject matter? 

Yes, Vygotsky’s culture theory. 
How celebrating culture enhances 
learning in school. 
And how the ZPD (Zone of Proximal 
Development is learned through 
scaffolding (Vygoski,1986) 

 
 
 
 

What skills do you need to develop to 
address this incident more effectively in 
the future? 

How to understand that informal 
observations are just as important as 
formal observations. For example, by 
engaging with the children an overview 
of an event can provide useful 
anecdotal observational information.      

 
 
 
 
 

Given the same event would you do 
anything different next time? 

I think I would get involved sooner.  This 
would have enhanced the experience 
for me and hopefully for the children.   
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What are the key lessons learned for 
future use? 

Observations are not just about 
watching they are about becoming 
involved.   
  
 

 
 
 
 

How might your learning feed into your 
assignments?  

How important culture is in a learning 
environment and how it is used in the 
curriculum.    

 
Day 7  
 

What Went Well The observation went a lot better.  We 
were able to have the full session 
because introductions and permissions 
had been addressed at the first 
observation on Day2.  
I was able to note the child’s 
improvement in language development 
even though only a few days had 
passed since I saw him the first time.   
 

Day 7 
Individual observation of Pupil from Day 
2  

What were the main 
challenges/problems /difficulties you 
faced 

I thought I was going to have to 
introduce myself again so this was a 
challenge that I thought I would have to 
deal with again.  However, introductions 
were swift because the child 
knew/remembered me.     

 
 
 
 

How did you react to the challenges? I was calm and prepared.     

 
 
 
 

How did you feel? I felt more relaxed and was happy that 
introductions were quick which meant 
that the pupil had a full session which 
meant that I could have a full 40 min 
observation.  

 
 
 
 

What surprised you? How much he had his learning had 
progressed in a week.      

 
 
 
 

What were you familiar with? I was familiar with everything because I 
had done an observation of this 
individual pupil five days previously.   

 
 
 
 
 

Have your beliefs and expectations 
changed or been changed? 

Yes, Read Write Inc Framework has 
exceeded my expectations for EAL 
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pupils after observing how quickly they 
adapt and learn.     

How well do you think you managed the 
challenging situation? 

I think I managed it really well due to 
having already worked with/observed 
the student previously.    

 
 
 
 
 
 

Has this experience changed your mind 
or opinion in any way? 

The more observations increased my 
knowledge and understanding so that I 
could assess changes in pupil 
development. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Were you given any feedback (formal or 
informal)? Can you seek further advice 
from anyone in order to give you 
another perspective? 

Feedback came from the staff who 
showed me what they did to get time to 
progress from Stage A to Stage B.  The 
staff also told me about the new phonics 
resources they have which they children 
take home to continue their learning at 
home.    

 
 
 
 
 

Is there any other reading or research 
you could follow up regarding the 
subject matter? 

How at home learning enhances 
learning in school.    

 
 
 
 

What skills do you need to develop to 
address this incident more effectively in 
the future? 

My observation skills and note taking 
need to develop over time.   This would 
give me more confidence in my abilities.     

 
 
 
 
 

Given the same event would you do 
anything different next time? 

More note taking as well as observing.   

 
 
 

What are the key lessons learned for 
future use? 

Lean how to take effective notes whilst 
undertaking the observations.   
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How might your learning feed into your 
assignments?  

The link between home learning and 
learning in the classroom and how it 
affects EAL outcomes and attainment.    

 
Reflective diary  
 

Reflection has enabled me to consider the placement as a whole in terms of how the 
information gathered from both the interview and observations were related to the 
research identified in the literature search. This was important because the findings from 
the interview with the Head Teacher and the observations of the students I made did not 
agree with the Welsh Government Statistics. EAL pupils’ language acquisition is complex 
and according to the Welsh Government report ‘academic competence in a language can 
be anything between 5 and 10 years. However, the placement school has, through its 
work, improved on these expectations (Estyn,2019) 

 

 

The triangulation method (trianglation,2019) I used to allow me to get a full picture. The 
literature search gave a Wales perspective regarding results which was not the same as 
that experienced by the placement school. If I had gone to another school, I might be 
writing that the findings were in line with the Wales average. Therefore, the importance of 
the triangulation method highlighted that the school was not in line with the Welsh trends. 
This is important because triangulation is a way of assuring the validity of the research 
throughout and provides a structural overview reference. This shows why the use of 
average results is not providing a full picture and this is a limitation. 

Reflection has permitted me to contemplate events in quite a different way. Using Kolb’s 
model of reflection (Kolb,2018) would have enabled me to evaluate the methodology 
however because of my emotional responses to some of the events I turned to Gibbs 
Model of Reflection (Model,2018) because Gibbs allowed me to consider my feelings and 
how I would change my emotional responses in the future. Nevertheless, when I first met 
the children it required me to think on my feet and as identified by Schon (Schon,2018) this 
was an important evaluation of the situation. The class teacher allowed me to choose what 
I wanted to do to deal with the initial meeting. I quickly assessed the situation and 
responded accordingly. I received immediate feedback from the teacher who said that my 
response as identified in the Diary Day 2 report was the correct choice. I believe that my 
experience of working as a teaching assistant provided me with the experience and 
confidence to effectively respond to the event in situ. 

I think that the Welsh Government need to look at each school individually as some 
schools are below average whereas the placement school was producing results which 
were above average. Furthermore, it should be made known that the staff at the 
placement school were going above and beyond and were doing work which they were not 
being paid for. The school sought their own funding to employ a Teaching Assistant who 
had extensive experience and knowledge of EAL and who ensures that all staff are 
sufficiently trained. In addition this TA researched and introduced Read Write Inc and the 
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Bell Foundation which is a digital framework so that the staff 
can input data to identity student progress and areas which need focus on 
(Bellfoundation,2019). 

The success of the school is to be commended as is the fact the they have been actively 
sourcing funding however perhaps they need to promote what they have done so that the 
Welsh Government can support them and support the other schools and use what funding 
there is to support the work that has been identified as having the most impactful results 
for the students. 

The Head Teacher is the driving force but perhaps she is guilty of not promoting the 
successes that the school has had. Parental engagement in the school is fantastic and 
that could also account for the success and why other schools have not been as positive. 
As identified in my research lack of parental engagement is a barrier to student attainment 
(Government,2019). 

It makes me feel upset and disappointed because these students have the teachers who 
are sacrificing everything and the Welsh Government do not appear to have highlighted or 
responded to the work the staff, parents and children at the placement school have been 
doing. The UNCRC Rights (NALDIC,2019) are not being adhered to if other children are 
not having the support and teaching and learning experience as those at the placement 
school. All children have a right to education. Perhaps the Welsh government would 
respond by saying that all EAL students are getting an education however it is my view 
that not all EAL children are getting the best education possible. 

Reflecting on the interview with Head Teacher, which was reported in the diary Report Day 
1, I have now had time to reconsider this interview in the context of the whole research 
project. Specifically, I have thought that I would like to have canvassed her views on  

 

whether she was sharing the school’s successes with EAL with the Local Authority and 
with other schools in the area. Perhaps I was so focussed on the fixed interview questions 
that I did not think to ask her more information when she told me of the success that the 
school was having. I think in future I would try and be more reactive and not just ask a list 
of questions. Some of the questions I asked were not in depth enough. When I did the 
additional research, I realised I could have asked more or asked to elaborate more on 
areas that I subsequently identified as being important. 

 

Turning my attention to the reflections of the before and after observations for the student 
Dairy reports Days 3 and Day 7. The first session was difficult. I felt helpless and 
uncomfortable because of the time it took for the staff to introduce who I was and to obtain 
pupil consent for me to observe. However, the second session was a lot better. I was able 
to notice an improvement in the child’s language development even though it had only 
been a few days. I was calmer and more relaxed was able to get a better perspective of 
how the students learn. If I had only experiences the first observation it was have been 
quite unsatisfactory because I would not have been able to see Vygotsky’s scaffolding 
(Vygotsky,1984) in practice, recognising my academic learning in practice begins to join up 
the dots. 

Different reflective practices have enabled me to appreciate and put into context my 
placement research study. I am, I feel able to learn from this experience having reflected 
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on it but equally important I realise that I do not need to be too 
hard on myself in judging my actions. Overall, I believe that it was a successful and 
positive experience that I can build on. 

In order to give myself a real sense of how I can make changes in order to take into 
account what happened and to take action for the future I set myself SMART Action Points 
to ensure that my future goals are realistic.SMART goals should be Specific, Measurable, 
Achievable, and Relevant (Osahon,2017) 
 
 
The interview with the Head Teacher identified that the placement school was producing 
good results with its EAL students above those of the Wales average due to an inclusive 
school environment with strong parental engagement.    
Taking this into account to improve my interview technique I will endeavour to practice 
responding to questions.  I will do this before I must do another formal interview by asking 
more questions in class and reacting to the answers.  I will know that I have been 
successful in improving my technique when I reflect on my next formal interview. 
 
In addition, to keep my nerves in check when working in the classroom, I will spend more 
time learning about what to expect from the classroom teaching staff. When I am next on 
placement, I will ensure that I spend more time with staff before going into the classroom 
and explain to them my concerns.  I will know that I have been successful by asking the 
staff for feedback.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Interview questions and notes from interview with Head Teacher  
 
Q1 What are the explicit and underlying assumptions of literacy teaching activities and 
materials in respect of EAL development? 
 
Our school has adapted a technique of combining Read Write Inc Framework and the Bell 
Foundation online tracker Framework to make sure the children develop in the stages they 
should be with literacy.  Underlying assumptions are that EAL pupils will not achieve 
language development at the same development stages as non-EAL pupils.  But we have 
shown that this is not the case.   
 
Q2 What happens in practice in and out of classes with large proportions of bilingual 
pupils, or indeed in classes with the isolated EAL? 
  
What happens with large proportions of bilingual pupils is that the teacher incorporates 
Read Write Inc into the curriculum so that the classroom is inclusive of that.  The 
EAL pupils each have 40 mins of one-to-one every day with the Teaching Assistant 
(TA).  They are tracked with the Bell Foundation Digital network and then every week the 
teaching staff meet to see how each pupil is progressing and what needs to be put in place 
for them so that the lessons can be planned around the EAL pupils and the non-EAL 
pupils.  To prevent isolation of individual pupils the school has put a buddy system in place 
so that each child has a friend and they are not on their own. The EAL pupils and their 
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buddies are on the table nearest the teacher so that they can 
scaffold off the buddy and the teacher.  This makes the child feel included, safe and that 
they have a friend. They have TA's who will rotate from classroom to classroom so that 
they spend at least part of the day with the EAL pupil whose first language they can speak. 
 
 
Q3  What is the relation between what pupils bring to becoming literate and the process, 
how do eal pupils use their English and their first language in learning to read and write? 
 
The process is the Bell Foundation Framework and they have stages A-E depending on 
what age they come to school.   The goal of literacy is to build pupils writing skills and 
communication and to allow multiple opportunities for pupils to discover these goals on 
their own.  The EAL pupils learn how to understand by listening, reading and viewing and 
learn how to structure language by speaking, writing and creating. This is achieved by 
increasing knowledge about text, grammar, words and visuals. 
 
 
 
Q4 Does a focus on phonics have anything to contribute to EAL development? If so, how 
and in what way? 
 
 With EAL pupil’s phonics have a massive contribution to development.  Having displays in 
the classroom for example photographs, diagrams and 3D models can assist in making 
the verbal curriculum visual.  Using visuals is important because they provide context and 
meaning to the lessons and the interactions between the staff and the pupils.  The use of 
graphic organisers is important because they allow the EAL pupil to access information 
which they can then put into their spoken and written language development.  The school 
have developed interactive and collaborative teaching. 
 
Q5 Do parents get involved in helping with EAL and how? 
 
Every week parents come into the school and teach the class about their culture for half a 
day.  It is one of the most important aspects of EAL and their development because school 
and home need to be connected.  Parental support is one of the most important aspects of 
pupil's successful outcomes.  
 
 
Q6 What training do the staff members go on? 
 
The Bell Foundation provide training for teachers and TA's.  They complete training every 
six months.  This includes everything from learning how to use the Framework to 
ensure the pupils achieve their educational outcomes.   
 
 
Q7 What tools are given to children and resources? 
 
The children have a range of tools from Read Write Inc packs to take home and in school 
they make the verbal part of the curriculum more visual, they use graphic organisers to 
enable the pupils to relate the abstract part of the curriculum to something more definite 
and have pair or group discussions which create an interactive and collaborative 
environment.    
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Q8 What strategies work well in the school and how does the school meet the needs of the 
pupil? 
 
 
Read Write Inc and the Bell Foundation Frameworks together with parental engagement 
and collaboration with teachers and other staff all contribute to successful outcomes.  Staff 
who speak different languages also play an important part in meeting the needs of the 
pupils.  All these elements have resulted in the school exceeding the government 
expectations. 
 
Q9 Do you have teachers and teaching assistants that have language transition in the 
school, for the pupils ? 
 
Yes, there are 17 members of staff who are bilingual in a range of languages.  This 
emphasises the help that we, as a school, can give our multicultural students.   
 
Q10  Are SEN and EAL linked ?  
 
It is difficult to distinguish if pupils have SEN.   Because they are EAL pupils it usually 
takes two years to establish whether or not they have SEN until their English language has 
developed sufficiently to make the correct assessment.  This is something that we are 
aware of and that is why we monitor student progression in such a comprehensive way.   
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