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Produce a report containing an assessment of the possible impact of a no agreement decision on tourists travelling to and from the UK and Northern Ireland in the period following the UK’s exit. Analyse this by selecting two of the following modes of tourism transport: 

If there is no deal how will transport carry on?
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In summary British tourists will suffer 
Introduction: 
This report will focus on a no agreement decision impacting tourists travelling to and from the UK and Northern Ireland following the UK’s exit. It will also look at recommendations to politicians and transport planners as what could be done to mitigate these possible impacts. 
A no deal Brexit turns into a situation because there will be no formal agreement put in place between the EU and UK. This would mean that the UK would become a third-party country without any regulations put in place on travelling between the EU and UK. There is cause for concern because the majority of tourists coming into the UK are from the EU travelling either via air travel or channel tunnel. 

For the majority of businesses in Britain and Europe Brexit has been a major concern since the referendum took place on 23rd June 2016. A no deal Brexit will have large impact on all transport industries. This report will look at how airlines and the rail industry will be affected in a no deal Brexit scenario. The travel and tourism industry in the UK plays an important role in the UK’s economy “contributing around 9% of total activity” (ABTA, 2018)

Air Travel 

A no deal Brexit will be a big issue for many transport links especially air transport, because this would mean that there are no traffic rights for UK airlines such as Easy Jet which then won’t allow access to the single European sky “flights could be disrupted because the EU-issued aviation licences would not be valid and airlines would have to seek individual permissions to operate with respective states” (Carroll and Sabbagh, 2018). This also means that the UK will no longer be allowed to participate in the European Aviation safety agency (EASA), this is a company that is extremely important for airlines because it protects the safety of civil aviation, and if this is taken away a new safety regulation would need to be put in place to enable UK airlines to fly. It would be necessary if the UK airlines come to an agreement with the EASA. With a no deal Brexit passenger rights regulation would not be applicable to passengers leaving a UK airport such as Heathrow travelling by flight to a EU airport unless these people are flying with an EU airline, this is why people are worried about booking flights after the 29th March 2019. Flights could be completely grounded at airports causing delays. “European firms wanting to carry passengers between Britain and the continent would have to seek authority from the UK” (Bloom, 2018). 


In the 1990’s the EU developed a single market across all transport modes especially aviation Securing a Brexit deal is important for any industry within the UK and EU but it has a great impact on airlines.   
The airline industry is an important part of British residents lives with “260 million passengers pass through the UK’s airports each year” (ABTA Brexit, 2018) Many British tourists rely on holidays Europe in the summer in destinations such as Spain. There are seven main destinations that ABTA like to class as sunshine seven destinations which have been popular with UK tourists the destinations consist of Spain, France, Italy, Portugal, Greece, Cyprus and Malta.  “More than 34 million travelers visited sunshine seven destinations combined.” (ABTA 3, Travelling together combined, 2018). And “Combined spending by UK travelers in the sunshine seven economies accounts to more than £18.1 billion” (ABTA 3 Travelling together combined, 2018). Before the no deal Brexit airlines followed ownership rules, this basically means that “EU majority owned and controlled airlines have the right to establish themselves in any EU member state and operate freely within the borders of the EU” (House of Commons Briefing paper, 2018). With Brexit taking place then these ownership rules may not be able continue. This is extremely important for some airlines because it is part of the business models, especially for low cost operators for example Ryan Air. The airline industry was confident that a deal would be done with Brexit and the UK Government, which would mean negotiating a good deal but instead it has gone the opposite way and ended up no deal situation, the airline industry and other industries feel this is the worst possible outcome because of the ownership rules already put in place. “There is no adequate ‘fall-back’ position for aviation services in the event that no agreement is reached with the EU.” (House of commons briefing paper, 2018). It was stated in a July 2017 paper that airlines could stop flying between the UK and EU this is because lawyers will not let them. Customers are advised to not book flights on March 29 2019 because of the Brexit uncertainty it could leave passengers grounded in airports due to flights being cancelled to Europe. 
With a no deal Brexit taking place the “UK will no longer be governed by the regulations of the European Aviation Safety” (BBC News, 2018) This will be a problem for the airline industry because this regulation deals with important matters such as common standards and maintenance of the aero planes. 
Before customers book flight tickets for the upcoming Easter holidays after 29th March 2019, they will be warned that tickets might not be valid if a no deal Brexit takes place. This will have an impact on airline’s because they will lose money if people are not booking holidays. Holiday destinations will also have been impacted by this in the same way as the airlines. Many existed airlines that travel through and from Europe to the UK are secured through EU negotiated agreements. These negotiations don’t just link with flying to the EU but further afield also including the USA (Abta 2 making a success of Brexit, 2018) 
In the event of a no deal Brexit this could mean that planes will not be able to fly within each other’s territory’s. This will cause delays and disruption at many airports across the UK. (financial times) Airlines must have contingency plans put in place for the no deal Brexit. “After Brexit British residents will be classed as third party country nationals because the UK will no longer be inside the single market” (The Conversation, 2018). “The consequences of failure to reach a deal [on aviation] would be grave” (Publications.parliament.uk, 2018).  
The airline industry has so much at stake and with a no deal Brexit they won’t have an insight on how anything will work. This could provide a dreaded hit on the UK economy which will then head over to Europe. 

If a no deal Brexit occurs full visas will be required for travellers between the UK and Europe, travelling won’t be as easy as it was years ago. UK travellers will have to stand in the non EU line instead of its own like before which will cause long delays at airports which could stop people travelling all together. “If some air links were to end, the number of tourists coming to the UK is likely to fall (and the choice for British travellers keen to go abroad would also shrink).” (The independent 2018). 

How will British tourists be affected by no deal Brexit and air travel?

Tourists will be affected by a no deal scenario because it will have an impact on the UK passport and the British people’s freedom to travel anywhere in the EU at any time. Passports will go back to the colour blue they used to be years ago Anyone wishing to travel will need a new passport adding additional cost to British tourists. This will make it harder and more costly to travel which will cause the demand to fall. 
It could mean that UK travellers will face longer delays and queues at customs, passport control and security which could put people off travelling and this would also have a major impact on tourist destinations who rely on British and European tourists for their economy. airport because they will have to queue with the rest of EU citizens instead of using E gates which has made the airport process quicker in the last couple of years. With a no deal Brexit UK airports will fear a huge flight disruption until there is an agreement made on new air service agreements. When there is a no deal EU licenced airline. UK popular airline Easy jet are in the process of setting up a European headquarters in Austria to enable to the business to continue to operate flights within the EU after Brexit. 

Just after the Brexit referendum, British tourism numbers were on the rise this is because of the weak pound coming in making Britain a popular tourism destination and less expensive compared to other tourist destinations outside the UK. “By March 2018, overseas visitors had spent a record £24.6 billion in 12 months, which was 6% up from the previous year” (The conversation, 2018). Once the UK leaves the EU British citizens will become third country nationals with no automatic right of admission into the countries. As well as Brexit affecting flight travel between the UK and Europe it will also jeopardise flights between non-EU countries an example would be the US open skies agreement this allows US and UK airlines such as British Airways access each other’s markets. A no deal Brexit will have a bad economic impact on many EU countries “UK tourists are worth €37.4 billion a year to EU member states” (The conversation, 2018). After Brexit British residents will focus more on travelling for holidays within the UK because holidays to European destinations will become more expensive which will put off holiday makers.

One of the biggest concerns tourists are facing after the no deal scenario is the status of the UK transport they want to use to travel. A no deal Brexit is highly likely to have an awful economic impact on many European countries 


Channel Tunnel and Euro Star 
The channel tunnel is extremely popular with tourist being the longest undersea tunnel in the world (ADD STAT) with a no deal Brexit there would be major challenges for the channel tunnel the same as any other transport link. There have been discussions by people thinking that the channel tunnel will close due to Brexit, but it is owned by and run by a private company Eurotunnel which is mostly French. Which means that neither of the governments run the service, the tunnel operating will be down to the company that owns it. The issues will come in with custom controls because these important checks take place on either side of the channel. “Currently, there are no restrictions due to the UK still being within the 28-nation bloc. But in the event of a hard Brexit, rules surrounding borders and trade will naturally have to change, because no agreement over these issues would have been resolved.” (Quartz, 2018)
“In 2013 the number of passengers travelling via the Channel Tunnel decreased by 6 per cent to 18.8 million, 1.7 million fewer than those travelling internationally by ferry.” ((Assets.publishing.service.gov.uk, 2018)



“The Channel Tunnel Group (Eurotunnel) is responsible for the operation of the tunnel until 2086”. (House of Commons, 2018).  With being the 
There will be a big impact from a no deal Brexit agreement with the channel tunnel and euro star. The UK government has concerns over the border being closed “Dover could be closed. Calais could be closed” (travel weekly, 2018). With a no deal there will be significant chaos with traffic within a short period of time.  “9,000 vehicles a day use the tunnel and Dover handles 10,000 a day. “The M20 can hold 2,000 vehicles. If it [parking] is extended to the M26 there is room for another 2,000, then the government would use Manston Airport [in Kent], capacity 7,000.” (Travel weekly, 2018). 


When travelling to France there will be controls in Folkestone. If travelling via the UK custom checks will take place at Coquelle, France. The EU could try and take full custom controls over the UK which could lead to the closure of the tunnel because of the delays. There are three shuttle trains an hour in Each direction and the Euro star from Paris to Brussels This will make tourists use another method of transport to avoid the long delays. The channel tunnel doesn’t cause as many problems as airlines because Treaty of Le Touquet is a bi-lateral treaty is between France and the UK not an EU decision. 

The Euro star is another concern which also uses the channel tunnel. The euro star is popular to tourists in the UK and has completely changed the way tourists will travel to and from the UK. Euro star trains operate many services between London and Kent to Brussels, Paris and Amsterdam tourists also see this method of transport as a cheaper alternative compared to flying and it will also cut off time compared to time queuing at airports. “Eurostar services from Britain to Europe could stop running” (sky news, 2018). Tourists have been warned when booking journeys on the euro star after 29 March 2019 that they will be “responsible for ensuring their tickets are "sufficient to cover possible disruption". (Sky news, 2018). 


Delays and longer waiting times which means less people would go abroad and consider a holiday in the UK instead. 

A no deal Brexit could potentially lead to temporary suspension of the Eurostar which many tourists, this is a popular transport link tourist will use instead of traveling by air. In a no deal Brexit scenario “There would almost certainly have to be a “hardening of the border between Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic, including some “physical manifestation” (Stewart, 2018)

Tourists who are planning holidays to the EU after Brexit or tourists who have already booked trips after March 2019 should be aware that the current free movement for British passport holders within the EU could end once the UK leaves the European union. 

There will be new passport rules in a no deal Brexit scenario which will cause disruption at borders when travelling between the UK and EU. Passport and security queues designated for EU nationals might not be able to be used by UK passport holders and New custom arrangements at ports will cause similar delays.
Travellers will need to add additional time onto their journey to prepare for passport and security checks. 

With the Eurotunnel and Eurostar being owned by a separate company and not the governments there is no need the company will need to comply with the EU laws as it is their operation.  This closure will stop people traveling to Europe all together. This will also stop people traveling because of the economy. “The quickest, easiest, and most eco-friendly way to cross the channel. On average 1 HOUR quicker than the ferries” (Eurotunnel Le Shuttle, 2018)




 Strategic Recommendations 
1. Make strategic recommendations to politicians and transport planners as to what could be done to mitigate these possible impacts. 
A contingency plan could be put in place to enable people to still travel via flights. 
Recommendations to politicians include them negotiating a deal and to make visa processes smoother and easier and to provide all information to the public. 
The passport process should begin sooner rather than later to avoid back log.  



Conclusions 
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