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IMAGE-BASED

Research Proposal Form for Sacred Skies Essay 2
Critically examine the cultural expression or representation of the sky in examples of two-dimensional art such as paintings, stained glass, murals, films, photographs, and so on.

*  *  *
The purpose of this form is to clarify your ideas and make sure your proposed research is realistic. You should not proceed with a research project until your proposal has been accepted. You do not have to submit a final project at first attempt. You may submit a rough draft initially, for comment, but please make this clear if you do so.

You will receive guidance from your module tutor, so please ask!

Please cite sources. It’s important to see that there is scholarly material. You must give the full details for publications exactly as you would do in a bibliography.
Where word lengths are given in this proposal form, these are a guide. You may write less, but we will ask you to expand it if it is not clear.
Name:

Victor Carrington


Title of Research: A Critical Examination of the Sky in Relation to Material Culture: A. Image Based
This essay will critically examine the cultural expression of the sky in the following two-dimensional art…. 1) Mustafa Ali (years), An astronomer observing the passing of a comet in the sky of Istanbul with a quadrant, in the Nusratname, 1577. Istanbul, Library of Tapkapi Museum., 2) H. J. Helden (years), Ferrara distrutta dal terremoto del 1570, Northern Italy, Collection: Johann Jakob Wick - "Sammlung von Nachrichten zur Zeitgeschichte aus den Jahren 1560-87 (mit älteren Stücken)" (lit. "Collection of news on contemporary history from the years 1560-87 (with older pieces)"), Ms_F_19, page 154v., 3) Jiri Daschitzky (years), About a terrible and marvelous comet as appeared the Tuesday after St. Martin's Day (1577-11-12) on heaven. Prague., 4) Cornelis Ketel (1548 – 1616), Richard Goodricke of Ribston, Yorkshire (1560-1601), London, England.
For each of your selected two-dimensional primary sources please include the following information:

Image 1:   An astronomer observing the passing of a comet in the sky of Istanbul with a quadrant, 1577. Mustafa Ali, Nusratname. Istanbul, Library of Tapkapi Museum.

• What is it?  Ottoman Empire Miniature illustration in the Nusretname Codex
• Who created it?  by Mustafa Ali.
• When was it created? 1578

• Where was it created?  Istanbul

• Why was it created? Who was the intended audience of the work?

Miniature paintings recorded significant events of the day and served a propagandistic function to promote the legitimacy of the rulers.  The collection was primarily intended for the elite members of the Ottoman court and society.

Image 2:   Ferrara distrutta dal terremoto del 1570
• What is it?  illustration

• Who created it?  H. J. Helden

• When was it created?   1577-1587

• Where was it created?  Northern Italy

• Why was it created? Who was the intended audience of the work?

News illustrations accompanied descriptions of events with cultural significance for mass consumption.  In this case, the image depicts the comet as a dragon visiting the city of Ferrara seven years following a destructive earthquake. It suggests a localized attribution as an omen or judgment.

Image 3:   About a terrible and marvelous comet as appeared the Tuesday after St. Martin's Day (1577-11-12) on heaven. (Written by Peter Codicillus of Tulechova) A depiction of the Great Comet of 1577 over Prague.

• What is it? Engraved illustration

• Who created it?  Jiri Daschitzky

• When was it created?   1577

• Where was it created?  German Empire (currently Czechia)

• Why was it created? Who was the intended audience of the work?

Historical documentation and to communicate a cultural patronage of intellectuals and artists.

Image 4:   Richard Goodricke of Ribston, Yorkshire (1560-1601).

• What is it? Oil on panel

• Who created it?  Cornelis Ketel (1548 - 1616)

• When was it created?  circa 1578 - 1580

• Where was it created?  London, England

• Why was it created? Who was the intended audience of the work?

Aristocratic patronage is used to demonstrate social status and to associate self-image with the attributed meanings of the comet.

Scholarly background (about 200 words):
We expect you to use a range of secondary sources in order to support the evidence of the primary sources that you are analysing. Please list them here. 
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Westman, Robert S, “Planetary Order, Astronomical Reform, and the Extraordinary Course of Nature,” in The Copernican Question, 1st edn (University of California Press, 2011), pp. 223- https://doi.org/10.1525/california/9780520254817.003.0009
Aim and approach (about 200 words):
This essay will critically examine the cultural expression of the sky during the late 16th century, mainly focusing on the remarkable appearance of a comet in 1577. This celestial event captured the imagination of societies, including the Ottoman Empire, Northern Italy, England, and Prague. Investigating the cultural differences in depictions of the 1577 comet provides insight into how cultures interpreted and responded to celestial phenomena during this period.

These artworks reflect the diverse cultural, social, and intellectual contexts in which they were created. In the Ottoman Empire, observing celestial events was significant for scientific inquiry and spiritual beliefs. In Northern Italy, the devastation caused by natural disasters like earthquakes prompted contemplation of divine intervention and human vulnerability. In England, the emergence of new scientific ideas and cosmological theories intersected with Elizabethan society's social and political dynamics. Similarly, in Prague, the comet's appearance spurred scientific curiosity and philosophical speculation within the context of the Renaissance. Through the analysis of these artworks, we can explore how the sky served as a canvas for cultural expression and reflection during this pivotal period in history.
Time Schedule: This is a 4,500 word Essay 

Please outline a likely timetable to completion. 
14 March:   Proposal submission
20 March:   Incorporation of professor edits to scope and aims of essay

25 March:   Literature review of all library sources, including Sophia and non-UWTSD
25 March:   Prioritize the cultural components to be included for the four societies 

27 March:   Essay Outline completed

03 April:      One week allotment, focused research and draft writing for each culture
10 April:      One week allotment, focused research and draft writing for each culture

17 April:      One week allotment, focused research and draft writing for each culture

24 April:      One week allotment, focused research and draft writing for each culture

24 April:      Finalize and submit draft

02 May:      Final upload Assignment 2

Date submitted _____3-14-2024_______________
Please email this completed form to
Dr Darrelyn Gunzburg d.gunzburg@uwtsd.ac.uk
Module: Sacred Skies (HPCA7028)
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