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Essay 1:
Within this essay analysis will take place surrounding the effectiveness of intelligence-led policing as a method of mitigating repeat victimisation. Repeat victimisation is defined as “a victim who has been subjected to the same or similar offence two or more times within a 12 month” (Surrey Police, 2022). Reference will be made to intelligence-led policing which aims to “identify potential victims and potential repeat offenders…[and] works in partnership with the community to provide offenders with a chance…before being arrested for a more severe crime” (Police Chief, 2018). Throughout the essay, case studies such as the Fiona Pilkington case study will be referred to. Consideration will also be given to community cohesion which “enables a sense of belonging…it helps people get on together in their local area, which in turn helps people feel safer and more secure in their neighbourhood” (College of Policing, 2001). In contrast to this, reference will be made to repeat victimisation within a domestic setting. Research into methods used to tackle repeat victimisation will be discussed as will the success of these methods as a prevention strategy. The effect of this will be analysed throughout this piece of writing. In conclusion to this essay, it will be evaluated whether intelligence-led policing is an effective means of reducing repeat victimisation. 
Studies suggest that “crime victims may report lower support for police due to heightened concerns for safety or a broader sense that police are not effective in carrying out their roles” (Avery, E, 2020). Arguably, this indicates that police are not effective in investigating and preventing repeat victimisation and that this is due to a lack of community cohesion. This debate is supported by the Fiona Pilkington case study. Fiona Pilkington tragically took the life of both her and her disabled daughter following 10 years of torment from youths. The Independent Police Complaints Commission investigated this and decided that the inability of police officers to identify Fiona Pilkington’s family as vulnerable, was the fundamental failure of Leicestershire Constabulary to implement community cohesion as an approach to the harassment and anti-social behaviour that the family had been experiencing. (Hampshire safeguarding adults board). As outlined above, this highlights the belief that poor engagement between police and their communities can lead to a lack of intelligence-led policing. Without the public having faith in the police service and therefore reporting concerns to them, means that information might go unreported, potentially leading to a crime not being detected. This has a detrimental effect on the police services ability to identify and employ prevention strategies to eliminate cases of repeat-victimisation. Similarly, it is underlined how the investigation discovered “that Pilkington and her family contacted police more than 30 times during the 10-year ordeal” (The Guardian, 2011). Undoubtedly, this indicates a failure by potentially numerous attending officers as the harassment, repeat victimisation and the vulnerability of the family was potentially not recognised. Suggesting, that the history also went unnoticed and thereby resulted in policies and procedures not being effectively implemented to safeguard the family. On the contrary, this may imply that there could have been better management by the police service and that intelligence-led policing is an effective way of managing these types of incidents when used in conjunction with other policies and procedures. 
However, further research into the Fiona Pilkington case study suggests that despite these findings, repeat victimisation is still a prevalent issue within local communities. Supporting this, studies show “despite increasing awareness, disabled people living locally say that constant harassment still affects their everyday lives” (Independent, 2017). Inferring that the police are perhaps not effectively implementing policies or procedures to mitigate repeat-victimisation. On the other hand, this could also suggest that the police have not successfully achieved a sense of community cohesion within their local area, meaning that these offences may be going unreported due to a lack of faith in the police services ability to tackle offences such as hate crime and those of repeat victimisation. Advocating this belief, clarity was sought on the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 legislation, causing victimisation based on disability to be added in 2014 (Ralph, S. 2016). This may infer that the introduction of a new law highlights that there is a lack of community cohesion between the police service and the community that they serve. Acknowledging this, it may be assumed that intelligence-led policing is imperative in the efforts to mitigate repeat-victimisation and ensure that members of the community have confidence in reporting these issues to the police service. Therefore, promoting intelligence-led policing as an effective means of preventing repeat-victimisation. 
Delving into the aspects of intelligence-led policing, it is discussed that “changes in policy, procedure, structure, practice, training, leadership and management arrangements are the principal mechanisms used to take innovation from idea to actuality” (Darroch, S. 2012). This highlights the belief that intelligence-led policing goes hand in hand with organisational factors such as policies and procedures. Underlining, that intelligence-led policing is an essential tool as it covers a wide range of skills. It is also recognised that failure in aspects such as, practice, training, leadership, and management can have a detrimental effect on the success of intelligence-led policing as a means of prevention when dealing with repeat-victimisation. It could be debated that this is demonstrated within the Fiona Pilkington case study referenced above. However, it is identifiable that there are flaws within the move from reactive to pro-active policing that is encouraged by the intelligence-led policing movement. This is supported by research which outlines that it is “possible for intelligence-led policing to fall by the wayside and become lost in the history of failed attempts…to move away from the traditional focus on reactive, investigative policing” (Burcher, M. 2018). On one hand, this may indicate that police and organisational factors are not responsible for the failures associated with intelligence-led policing. On the contrary, it could be argued that case studies representing failed attempts at intelligence-led policing generate this belief. Considering how intelligence is obtained, it can be understood how this could be a flawed system. For example, it is outlined that “intelligence is information that has been analysed to assess its relevance and reliability” (National Crime Agency). Leaving intelligence-led policing open to criticism as without information being observed by or provided to police, this could leave room for crime to go undetected. Similarly, information provided by a victim of crime may be considered biased and not submitted as information by attending officers, which presents the risk of the crime going un-detected. Opening the debate that reactive policing may be more effective than intelligence-led policing, particularly when tackling repeat victimisation. This could suggest that changes to reactive policing may be more effective than strategies such as intelligence-led policing in the efforts to tackle repeat victimisation. This is supported by data demonstrating victim harm in the UK which displays that “15% of total harm occurring as repeat victimizations” (Dudfield, G. 2017). Suggesting, that there is room for change to successfully mitigate repeat victimisation incidents. This arguably represents that intelligence-led policing is not the most effective means of reducing repeat victimisation. 
However, repeat victimisation does not only happen at a wider community level, but at a domestic level too. Research highlights how, “54% of cases reported to police in 2007/08 involved repeat victimisation” (Childhood neglect, 2010). Suggesting that repeat victimisation is prevalent within domestic relationships, perhaps more so than in wider community settings. This may indicate that intelligence led policing would not be an effective means of reducing repeat victimisation due to this occurring at an interpersonal level. Similarly, studies into domestic violence rates discuss how the crime survey for England and Wales place a data cap on the maximum number of incidents at 5 meaning that new incidents following this are not reflected in research statistics (Walby, S., Towers, J. & Francis, B. 2014). This may portray that repeat victimisation within a domestic abuse setting, are not effectively reduced by intelligence-led policing. In addition, this could suggest that the intelligence surrounding repeat victims of domestic abuse are not accurately recorded which could potentially be responsible for this issue. On the other hand, it could be inferred that repeat domestic abuse perpetrators are not being effectively recorded which is resulting in a failure to protect both current and future victims of domestic abuse. Supporting this, it is identified that “offenders with a history of domestic violence…and of breaching violence orders were more likely to re-offend” (Morgan, A., Boxall, H. & Brown, R. 2018). However, it may be inferred from this, that police in fact aware of repeat domestic abuse perpetrators and that research does accurately reflect this. It also indicates that there is intelligence to suggest that these people tend to reoffend perhaps highlighting that this is not being effectively prevented. Reflecting on this, it can be identified that intelligence is being corroborated by police, perhaps suggesting that how the information is managed deciphers the effectiveness of the intelligence.
 One way that intelligence may be achieved is through placing warning markers on repeat domestic violence victims and repeat domestic abuse perpetrators. Supporting this, studies show that effective prevention “entails the identification, dissemination and intelligent adaptation to local circumstances” (Farrell, G., Pease, K. 1993). This highlights the importance of identification as a prevention strategy when tackling domestic abuse and repeat victimisation. Warning markers being placed upon victims and perpetrators allows police officers to identify risk effectively and therefore safeguard their victims. For example, the officer can then decide to put further prevention strategies in place such as Domestic Violence Disclosure Schemes. An example of a Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme would be a Claires Law application which was introduced after the murder of Claire Wood, and “aims to prevent the perpetration of violence between intimate partners through the sharing of information about prior histories of violence” (Fitz-Gibbon, K. & Walklate, S. 2016). Once again, highlighting the importance of intelligence-led policing as a means of preventing repeat victimisation. Without the introduction of Claire’s Law, it may be contested that police would not have a means of providing a new victim with information on their partners past domestic behaviour which in some cases could result in the relationship ending, therefore effectively preventing the victim from becoming a repeat victim.  Similarly, this highlights that the collation of police intelligence plays a vital role in allowing the Claires Law application to be compiled and collated out. One criticism of the right to know scheme outlines that, “in some victims experiences, there were many missed opportunities to inform women of a partners violent past…this included multiple occasions where police were called out” (Barlow, C., Renehan,N. & Walklate, S, 2021). Although criticism can be identified here, this is highlighting a failure made to utilise the right to know programme rather than a failure of the Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme itself. Arguably, this may suggest that there are limited critiques of Domestic Violence Disclosure Schemes such as Claires Law. Perhaps indicating that intelligence-led policing is extremely effective as a prevention method against repeat victimisation in domestic abuse relationships. 
In conclusion to this essay, the studies explored above suggest that intelligence-led policing is extremely effective as a means to preventing repeat victimisation, particularly when in a domestic setting. Advocating this, research displays that, “in 55% of deadly violence cases, there was no prior recorded contact by police with the victim” (Thornton, S. 2017).  This suggests that intelligence-led policing is paramount in inhibiting repeat victimisation and also implies that successful intervention from police can often result in effective prevention of harm to the victim. Although room for improvement can be identified within a wider community setting, it can be identified that there are positive steps being taken by police to improve community cohesion and reduce repeat victimisation at a wider level. Although this is arguably not as successful as it currently is at an interpersonal level, as outlined above, statistics are relatively low within a wider community too. Therefore, suggesting that in general, intelligence-led policing is effective in reducing repeat victimisation both in a wider community and in a domestic setting. 
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Essay 4:
This essay will analyse the consequences associated with poor engagement between the police service and the local community that they serve. This will be achieved through exploring the terms; effective engagement, local community, and community cohesion. Following this, discussion will take place around the positive and negative connotations drawn from community cohesion and how these effect policing within the local community. Reference will be made to The Cantle Report and The Stephen Lawrence Enquiry to evidence these claims. In conclusion to this essay, consideration will be given to the positive inferences drawn from successful community cohesion in comparison to implications connected to ineffective community cohesion and the effect that this has on the police service.  
Research surrounding effective engagement highlights that “trust is essential to building and maintaining mutually respectful relationships, especially partnerships involving…community stakeholders…in which there is often an inherent imbalance of power”. (Wilkins, C, H. 2018). Immediately suggesting that there is a disparity between the police service and the local community that they serve due to the sense of authority associated with the police service. Furthermore, it is believed that “informal mechanisms of social control play a greater role than formal mechanisms based on traditional, reactive, enforcement-based policing” (Myhill, A. 2012). Implying that ineffective engagement makes the police service reliant on old school methods which produce less successful results in policing.
Similarly, it is contested that “community policing has often been promoted, particularly in liberal democrat societies, as the best approach to align police services with the principles of good security sector governance” (Kocak, D. 2018). Referencing alignment, once again highlights that the perceived imbalance between the police and the public is responsible for ineffective engagement and the ability to successfully police the community. Suggesting that poor engagement between the police and the public may have a negative effect on community cohesion. 
Moreover, it is outlined that “the importance of community cohesion was recognised following the disturbances in the north of England in 2001” as discussed by (National Policing Improvement Agency). Suggesting that there have been previous incidents in policing which confirm this belief to be true. This notion is supported by The Cantle report which “found that communities were living “parallel lives” and highlighted the need to increase contact between communities in order to build ‘community cohesion’” (Belong, 2023). Inferring once again, that poor engagement with communities collates to poor community cohesion therefore having a detrimental effect on policing. Further research into The Cantle Report suggests that there were “a large number of disturbances in towns and cities…involving large numbers of people from different cultural backgrounds and which resulted in the destruction of property and attacks on the Police” (Home Office). Indicating that this may be a contributing factor to the imbalance of power perceived between the public and the police service. The attacks on police may also suggest a lack of community cohesion, an inability to successfully police the community and ineffective engagement between the police and the community. The Cantle Report has “increasingly become a means by which both the theory and practice of community cohesion can be understood and developed” (The Smith Institute, 2008) highlighting that the purpose of the report was to achieve community cohesion by minimising circumstances where discriminations would persevere (The Smith Institute, 2008). This also underlines how ineffective engagement with the public can lead to poor community engagement which prevents the police service from being able to operate effectively.
Contesting this, The Stephen Lawrence enquiry arguably presents that community cohesion has not successfully been achieved since the implementation of The Cantle Report. Evidencing this, (Stone, R, 2013) alleges “the investigation into Stephen Lawrences death, was from the very beginning, marred by accusations of poor police work and racism in the Metropolitan Police”. Suggesting that The Cantle Report has not been successful in remedying the ineffective engagement between the police and the public, which could suggest a continued issue with community cohesion. Exploring The Stephen Lawrence case, it is also underlined that “this breakdown of police and community relations was reflected in the Scarman report” (Wong, K. 2009). Evidencing that these issues persisted surrounding police and public relations. Investigation into the Scarman Report suggests that the purpose of the report was to investigate the social concerns behind the violence displayed at The Brixton Riots (Dabydeen, D. 2007).  Proposing that the purpose of The Cantle Report and The Scarman report were similar in nature. Both reports arguably set out to improve the relationship between the police and the public to remedy community cohesion. Surveying The Scarman Report, it is summarised that, “in this complex of social, political, and economic factors the key elements that ‘create a predisposition towards violent protests’” (Dabydeen, D. 2007).  Arguably, this may suggest that the Brixton riots were justified due to the prevalence of social, political, and other issues within this community at this time in history. Similarly, this may suggest that the violent protests were the result of a public outcry for change. Perhaps the riots set out to improve the disparity between the police and the public. Further review into The Scarman Report alleges that, “the results are certainly entirely consistent with black people’s views that they are objects of police harassment on the streets” (Cain, M. 1982). Underlining a further sense of poor engagement between the police service and the public and highlighting a sense of mistrust in the police. Correspondingly, this may also suggest that the public felt that the riots were necessary in order to be heard and insight a change and dimmish the disparity between the police service and the community that they serve. In response to these beliefs, Lord Scarman had been tasked “to report, with the power to make recommendations” (D. G. T. Williams, 2009). Inferring that there is a hope for change to occur surrounding the relationship between the police service and the public. Following the report’s findings, changes began to be implemented. This is supported by Mr Whitelaw informing the house of commons that “he was already working on two of the report’s recommendations – putting an independent element into the police complaints procedure and increasing training time for recruits” (Cook, S. 2021). Raising the debate that The Scarman Report should have implemented change which would successfully have led to community cohesion by creating a balance between the public and the police service. 
Challenging this, more recent events such as The Black Lives Matter movement in Bristol, advocates that the same issues are predominant within today’s society. The Black Lives Matter Movement became a large protest in Bristol where “10,000 people gathered in Bristol City Centre to protest police brutality and racial inequality.” (Bristols Free Museums and Historic Houses, 2020). Emphasising, the publics mistrust in the police service due to an ongoing belief that institutionalised racism is a problem within the police service. This suggests that the public do not perceive that there have been any changes implemented from The Cantle Report or The Scarman Report. However, this also indicates that ineffective engagement remains prevalent between the police and the public which is having a detrimental effect on social and community cohesion. Furthermore, discussion around the Black Lives Matter Protests explore how “the statue of the 17th century slave trader was pulled down during a Black Lives Matter Protest less than two weeks after the murder of George Floyd by police officer Derek Chauvin in Minneapolis” (Whitehead, D. 2021). Arguably, once again demonstrating a public outcry for change to occur, years later. This could also suggest that there is still disparity between the public and the police service therefore demonstrating how ineffective engagement between the two can result in riots and protests for the public to feel heard. However, Superintendent Andy Bennet representing Avon and Sommerset Police Force, informed the BBC “whilst I am disappointed that people would damage one of our statues, I do understand why it’s happened. It’s very symbolic” (Siddique, H. 2020). Advocating that the Police Service has in fact implemented changes following The Scarman and The Cantle Reports recommendations. In addition to this, the comments made by Superintendent Bennet demonstrate positive efforts being made to engage with the community effectively. Once again, highlighting encouraging changes within the police service and their efforts to repair inequality between themselves and the public. It is debated by protesters that “the killing of George Floyd by a police officer is a reminder of the past” (NPR, 2020). Inferring that the protests were not representing a lack of change but perhaps a reminder of what the murder of George Floyd represented and why this must be heard to ensure incidents like this do not re-occur in the future. In contrast, the Black Lives Matter protests being deemed the most suitable way to communicate this, may suggest that there is a lack of effective engagement between the public and the police service. This resulted in significant criminal damage being caused within the city and negative media appeals being presented. Undoubtedly, this would have drawn negative connotations of the police service within the media. 
The debate over effective engagement between the police and the public is settled by Sir Robert Peel. Sir Robert Peel outlined the Peelian Principles during the twentieth century which are “a material and structuring presence in the life of police organisations…they tell cops and citizens what policing is for and how it is supposed to be conducted” (Loader, I. 2016). Research into the Peelian Principles outlines that one principle is to acknowledge “the power of the police to fulfil their…duties is dependant on public approval of their existence, actions and behaviour, and on their ability to secure and maintain public respect” (law enforcement action partnership). This suggests that Sir Robert Peel always intended for the Police to have the respect of the public which was to be achieved through effective engagement between the two parties. This principle suggests that the without the public and their approval, the police service would not be able to function. Similarly, another of the 9 principles sets out “to secure and maintain the respect and approval of the public means also securing the willing cooperation of the public in the task of securing observance of laws” (law enforcement action partnership). Yet again drawing on the importance of the publics consent to policing. It may also be assumed that without the majority of the public agreeing with the laws set out, crime detection may be less, without it being reported within the community which would make policing less effective. It can be observed that a number of the 9 Peelian Principles, relate to the relationship between the public and the police and how this being positive is essential to policing. This is largely underlined by the principle which states, “to maintain at all times a relationship with the public that gives reality to the historic tradition that the police are the public and the public are the police” (law enforcement action partnership). Underpinning that there should be no imbalance or sense of power dividing the public and the police service, but that this should be achieved through the police earning the respect of the public. 
In conclusion to this essay, it can be observed that the effective engagement between the police service and the public, is essential to managing crime and disorder and the efficiency of policing. This is supported by one of Sir Robert Peels principles which outlines that “the degree of cooperation of the public that can be secured diminishes proportionately to the necessity of the use of physical force” (Future learn). Debatably raising the question, that had Sir Robert Peels 9 Principles of policing been adhered to, would the tragic death of George Floyd insighted the protests that followed in Bristol? It can be identified from the comments made by Superintendent Bennet, as outlined above, that policing has drastically improved following The Scarman and The Cantle reports. However, it is apparent that there is significant room for improvement in the effective engagement between the police service and the public. This is supported by another of the Peelian Principles which portrays, “the test of police efficiency is the absence of crime and disorder, not the visible evidence of police action in dealing with it” (Future learn). This suggests that the crime and disorder displayed in the protests for the Black Lives Matter movement, proved only the inefficiency of policing. In addition, this displays the risks associated with ineffective engagement between the police service and the public whereby the public cause commotion in order to present their views. This also demonstrates poor community cohesion as it can cause a divide between those protesting, and those who disagree with protests and riots as a retaliation method. Overall, it is apparent that effective engagement between the police and the community that they serve, is essential in preventing crime and disorder.
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