Reflection of my Welsh language development

As I have not received my tutors report regarding the video I created in University, this will be a reflection of my overall Welsh language development since starting the PGCE. I have attempted to develop my Welsh language skills through utilising a variety of sources including attending University lectures that focused on Welsh language development, using Duolingo and completing my own research for PTE. 
Prior to these experiences I feel that my Welsh language skills were poor. Although I had been working in a school prior to attendance of this course I was not using a lot of Welsh. I had enough knowledge of the Welsh language to be able to understand what people were saying whilst listening to simple sentences and phrases but was not able to hold a conversation. The last time I had formally learnt about the Welsh language was Secondary school and had therefore not practiced speaking Welsh sentences for 8 years. I knew a lot of random words but was not able to structure a full sentence and required a refresh.  
Reflecting on the University lectures I feel this provided me with a range of Welsh language knowledge. I have never learnt the Welsh alphabet which was the focus of our first lecture. This provided me with a good base of the vowels and consonants in the Welsh language. Following refreshment of my memory in areas such as days of the week, months of the year, number, and commands I realised that I actually knew quite a lot of Welsh and that I needed to practice.
The Welsh lectures provided by the University gave me the opportunity to learn about the pronunciation of words and spelling which really helped build my confidence in using Welsh whilst on PTE. 
I also used the Duolingo application prior to PTE to ensure that I continued to learn and practice Welsh outside of University lectures. Reflecting on the use of this app I feel that I could have used this more however it worked really well in refreshing previous learning. 
For the first part of PTE1 I was placed in a reception/year 1 class. Reflecting on my time teaching this class I feel I used a lot of Welsh in comparison to my normal use of Welsh. I used to start the day off by saying ‘bore da’ to all learners and would then support their Welsh language development by having them tell me the day in Welsh. I would then further support their Welsh language development through singing the weather song in Welsh following the learners answering what is the weather in Welsh. Throughout the day I would then use Welsh commands as incidental Welsh or ask the learners questions in Welsh. I feel that I could have been using more Welsh however when I attempted to use new commands my mentor stated that this could confuse the children and I therefore only used the Welsh she used when addressing the learners. During this block I taught one Welsh lesson that focussed on Welsh autumnal items. I feel that I integrated Welsh well by singing ‘beth sy yn y bocs’ and making it fun for the learners. However, by the end of this section of PTE I still did not feel fully confident with the use of Welsh within the classroom. 
Throughout block 2 of PTE1 I taught a year 4 class. I feel that I used a lot more incidental Welsh throughout this experience. This may have been due to my class mentor modelling more incidental Welsh which helped me to feel more confident in using Welsh in the classroom. I was also able to use ‘new’ Welsh words that the learners had not yet heard on a regular basis and this made allowance for my own Welsh language development. Throughout this section of PTE I was also able to place my own incidental Welsh words ‘cheat sheet’ up within the classroom. This included commands and the correct spellings for days of the week. Implementing this within the classroom made me feel a lot more confident about using Welsh and was there to support me to use more Welsh regularly. 
During this block of PTE, I taught two welsh lessons. One of the lessons focussed on parts of the body and illness. Prior to the lesson I researched and learnt the names of the parts of the body in Welsh so that I could model this on the board for the learners. In addition, I wrote my own ‘beth syn bod’ conversation and ensured that I could confidently pronounce the sentences. Writing the ‘beth syn bod’ conversation and performing it in front of the class with my class mentor supported my Welsh language development greatly. The other Welsh lesson that I undertook during this block was for ‘Dydd miwsig Cymru’. The Welsh within the lesson included the names of instruments in Welsh and writing these in simple Welsh sentences. By this stage of PTE, I felt very confident with the use of incidental Welsh and was happy to teach Welsh lessons.

Therefore, by reflecting on these experiences I can see that my Welsh language skills have developed a lot. I now feel confident in using incidental Welsh and would feel confident teaching Welsh. This was highlighted through my micro teaching video that I completed at University. During the video I completed a helpwr heddiw type session that was directed towards my fellow students. Throughout this session I felt confident with pronunciation and was able to use Welsh throughout most of the video. I also showed that I can support learners development of Welsh by asking a range of questions. However, I still feel that I need to develop more. Going forward I would like to attend a Welsh course that can help me towards speaking Welsh fluently. 
