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Title: Impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) – Moodle on students’ learning experience in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.
[bookmark: _Toc28979588]                                                       Abstract 
Internet changed our lifestyle and different aspects of our life, profession, and academic life significantly and dramatically. As of now, a single day we cannot think without internet that means it turned into in such a need for us (McCoy, 2011). However, the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus use virtual different sites and platforms in order to learn and develop them. Specifically, they use Moodle. Apart from that, this study is aimed to find out the impacts of Moodle on students’ learning experience in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. The study has been conducted through qualitative research method. In case of data collection both the primary and secondary sources of data have been used. The sampling population is 100 and a random sampling has been used for getting the required participants.
[bookmark: _Toc28979589]Rationale 
Internet is influencing different arenas of our professional, personal and academic lives continuously. Academic activities are as of now significantly dependent on internet and internet based different sites and sources. Currently, students are more dependent on the online based different sources and sites for learning and gathering information than the offline based sources like books, libraries and others. In the university level the use of virtual learning sites or the internet based sites or environment like Moodle is widely visible. The use of virtual learning sites or environment like Moodle has both the negative and positive impacts on the students, and their learning experiences. Now, apart from that, Moodle has enormous impacts on students’ learning in terms of negative and positive ones. Therefore, curiosity generally arises in anyone to know about the impacts of such learning environment as it has been used in different educational institutions widely. Moreover, it might have possible benefits therefore students, teachers and others relevant have been using this site or environment. These all are the rationale behind this research report writing or conducting this research.
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Apart from the rationale, this research has been conducted considering the objective=
· Finding out the impacts of Moodle on students’ learning experience in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.
Just identification of the potential or the real impacts of Moodle on students’ learning environment is the basic objective of this study.
[bookmark: _Toc28979591]Methodology
This study has been conducted resorting the qualitative research method as the study is aimed to find out the impacts (positive and negative) on students’ learning environment and analyzing these. These all are qualitative in manner. In case of collecting data only the questionnaire method of data collection has been used for the primary data collection. While on the other hand, in case of secondary data collection published research journals on the topic namely impacts of “Moodle on students’ learning experience” have been explored or reviewed. The primary data collection has been taken place in the campus. Students from different class and levels have been taken into consideration for collecting the primary data using the questionnaire. 100 students from different levels and classes have taken part in the research or answering the questionnaires. That means the sampling population is 100 students of this university. The random sampling has been taken into consideration. As there was availability of students in the university and no need for targeting specific quarters or class of students therefore, the random sampling has been in the consideration.
[bookmark: _Toc28979592]Primary Data Analysis 
In line with the data collected via the questionnaire from 100 students the impacts of Moodle on them are following-
As Moodle is most used virtual learning environment therefore, different aspects and features of Moodle should be understood. Aside from that, 95% participants opined that they know better how to use the Moodle and its different features. The reasons behind the staggering percentage are that in the class based activities teachers, the participants themselves and others use this learning tool or environment for their different activities related to study and learning. Moreover, the side or environment is easier in comparison with other contemporary sides and environments to use and get relevant information. In case of other sides or environment it becomes difficult to get information of such as big range or volume. It signifies that this side or environment is better from all sides or features for study and learning related aspects. 
In case information gathering the participants also opined in favor of this environment that means Moodle and the response was staggering. 98% participants opined that it is helpful to use the Moodle in case of finding important information. The significant information related to study and learning is available better in the environment or site Moodle (UWTSD, 2019). That has been utilized by almost everybody involved in a learning environment. The site was developed in order to provide the required information to the visitors concerned to learning. 
It was unfortunate for this site or environment that it had negative responses on its styles which are used in case of learning and study. Like the videos, presentation and others which most are not liked by 40% participants. They think that the authority of this site or environment should bring in changes in these sites or in different aspects related to these sites. For example, they think that the videos which are provided by this site or environment are not that much lucrative to attract students but as this is one of the useful site or environment regarding to their learning, courses and other issues therefore, even by force they are using this site.
In case of using different features of this site or environment around 80% participants check assessment criteria and presentation related information, guideline and others in Moodle. While the rest use other options or relevant aspects. The causes are that the assessment regarding information and guidelines on assignment and other aspects of learning and study are provided by teachers via this site or environment. Moreover, information related to various types of presentation and others are available on it. Therefore, they use this side or environment for learning and study.
Staggeringly only 30% participants believe that Moodle is more important than their lessons in case of learning and studying (eLearning Industry, 2019). 70% participants believe that or pined that their lessons and or the offline based different sources. In case of offline sources or lessons they can learn the authentic or genuine aspects while in case of Moodle sometimes the lessons or different information seems fake. 
Finally, the satisfaction level of participants was good in using Moodle. That means as a tool of learning and getting help for different study related aspects and other relevant information Moodle has no alternative. Other different sites or environments are there on the online or internet but, they are not that much reliable as like as the Moodle. 
[bookmark: _Toc28979593]Secondary Data Analysis
Several journals on this topic have been reviewed and information gathered. The information along with the analysis is- 
In 2010 A Filippidi, N Tselios, V Komis conducted a study on the impacts on Moodle using in case of their practice and performance. the research was not regraded to any university or any other setting but general. This research came up with significant outcomes on the performance and practice of students on the usage of Moodle. They showed that in case of using Moodle the performance of student is not getting better (Kotsiantis et al., 2013). When students can use the offline different mediums or resources for studying and learning aspects they can do well genuinely. But, when they go for Moodle they usually find various distractions which divert their concentration from learning to other activities thus, Moodle results in their low performance and practice. On the other hand, Moodle is better enough in case of providing significant information on different study and learning concerned aspects or issues. 
In 2013 S Walker, D Prytherch, J Turner conducted a study on the potential impacts of Moodle on students and the experiences of using the Moodle (S Walker & Turner,2013). This study came up with significant findings. Like the immediate one this study also is not related to any particular educational intuition but general. The findings are like- ranging from the studying, and performing to the learning students depend completely on this site or environment. As the study was conducted on the university student therefore, it showed that university students use this site or this environment in case of learning and study related aspects. They don’t have any alternative of this site or environment for accomplishing their different study and learning activities. The showed that their experiences on this are better than any other sites or environment. They believe and opined that this is one of the significant and best sites or environment in the learning environment which provides all sorts of facilities and options to students for learning and developing their different skills like presentation, writing, learning, speaking and others. 
In case of students’ performance and satisfaction on using and facilities provided by Moodle a study was conducted by L Umek, A Aristovnik, N Tomaževič in 2015(Umek et al., 2017). This study revealed that the satisfaction level of students in case of using this site or learning environment and its various facilities or features is high enough. Students think that only this side can provide all-pervasive facilities for them regarding to learning and others. Moreover, in case of their performance, it has been up for the last several decades as they have been using this site or environment and its various features which are significantly contributing in improving their performance. 
Finally, regarding the impacts of Moodle another study was conducted by EA Jackson in 2017. The research is latest enough. The researcher revealed information regarding to the impacts of Moodle on the education of students generally. The study like the previous ones was for general institutions not concerned to any specific institution (Jackson, 2015). The overall impacts in case of education of students what are the significant impacts of Moodle have been revealed by this study. The impacts are motivation, improving the performance of students, ensures better communication between students and teachers and so on. these are all about the Moodle’s impacts related studies or findings through the review of secondary sources.
[bookmark: _Toc28979594]Conclusion and Recommendation
Moodle is one of the virtual environments or platforms in case providing all sorts of association to students and others relevant to study and learning. From the analysis of primary and secondary information or data some aspects are clear (Rice and Nash, 2010). Such as- in case of students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus Moodle has same impacts as it has on the students of other institutions and in general cases. But, some negative sides also found for the students of this university that the site or learning environment is slowing down their performance in some cases as they are getting influenced by the distractions. Therefore, the university and students themselves should get out of these distractions. Moreover, the authority of Moodle should develop different features and Moodle itself in such ways as if it can attract students and they become lucrative. Finally, the site or learning environment has enormous impacts on students.
[bookmark: _Toc28979595]References 
i. eLearning Industry. (2019). Top 3 Advantages Of Moodle - eLearning Industry. [online] Available at: https://elearningindustry.com/advantages-of-moodle-top-3 [Accessed 29 Dec. 2019].
ii. Jackson, E. (2015). Impact of MOODLE platform on the pedagogy of students and staff: Cross-curricular comparison. Education and Information Technologies, 22(1), pp.177-193.
iii. Kotsiantis, S., Tselios, N., Filippidi, A. and Komis, V. (2013). Using learning analytics to identify successful learners in a blended learning course. International Journal of Technology Enhanced Learning, 5(2), p.133.
iv. McCoy, L. (2011). Internet. New York: Ferguson Pub.
v. Rice, W. and Nash, S. (2010). Moodle 1.9 teaching techniques. Birmingham: Packt Pub.
vi. S Walker, D Prytherch, and J Turner.(2013). The pivotal role of staff user experiences in Moodle and the potential impact on student learning.pp-56-79.
vii. Umek, L., Keržič, D., Aristovnik, A. and Tomaževič, N. (2017). An assessment of the effectiveness of Moodle e-learning system for undergraduate public administration education. International Journal of Innovation and Learning, 21(2), p.165.
viii. UWTSD, W. (2019). Moodle Links - University of Wales Trinity Saint David. [online] Uwtsd.ac.uk. Available at: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/tel/technology-enhanced-learning/moodle-links/ [Accessed 29 Dec. 2019].








[bookmark: _Toc28979596]Appendix 
	Question 1: Are you?
· Male 
· Female 
Question 2: How old are you?
· 48-25
· 26-35
· 36-45
· 46-more 
Question 3: How often do you use Moodle in the week?
· 0-2
· 3-5
· 5-more 
Question 4: If you are absent in the lesson, Moodle is helpful to find important information?
· Yes
· I don’t know 
· No 
Question 5: Do you understand how to use Moodle?
· I had problem 
· Yes
· No
Question 6: If you will have a chance to change something in Moodle, would you do that?
· Yes 
· No
Question 7: Do you like style ho you can learn from Moodle for example, video, presentation
· Yes 
· No 
Question 8: When are you using Moodle, what are you checking using?
· Attendance 
· Assessment information 
· Presentation 
· Others 
Question 9: Do you think that in the Moodle you have more information that in the lesson?
· Yes 
· No 
Question 10: What is your satisfaction level of using Moodle?
· Very good 
· Good 
· Bad 
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