	Blwyddyn / Year:​
3/4​
	Maes Dysgu a Phrofiad / Area of Learning and Experience:​
Languages, Literacy, and Communication​
Expressive Arts 
	Amcan y wers / Aims of the lesson:​
· Develop an appreciation of Welsh poetry. Recognise and use descriptive language in a poem. Identify rhyming words.  Express personal responses to poetry.​

	Gwybodaeth flaenorol / Previous knowledge:​
· Basic understanding of adjectives (e.g., mawr, glas).
· Familiarity with simple Welsh sentence structures.
· Some experience with rhyme in poetry.​
	Geirfa allweddol / Key vocabulary:​
Descriptive words: mawr (big), glas (blue), llon (cheerful)Sensory words: clywaf (I hear), teimlaf (I feel)Nature words: môr (sea), tonnau (waves), awelon (breezes), traeth (beach), dywod (sand)​
Ffocws iaith / Language focus:​
Using adjectives to describe the sea.
Recognizing rhyming words.
Expressing feelings and sensory experiences in Welsh

	Gweithgareddau addysgu a dysgu / Teaching and Learning Activities:​
Introduction (2 minutes)
I will begin by asking the children “Sut wyt ti’n teimlo?” (How do you feel?) and “Sut mae’r tywydd?” (What is the weather like?). This will encourage them to use familiar Welsh phrases to express themselves and link naturally to the theme of the sea. I will then introduce the poem and briefly explain that we’ll be exploring language to describe the sea.
Initial Reading and Vocabulary (3 minutes)
I will read the poem “Y Môr” aloud with expression, encouraging the children to listen carefully to the rhythm and mood. I will then display the word mat and guide the children through it, focusing on the key adjectives used in the poem. We will discuss the meaning of each word, using visuals or simple definitions where needed.
Adjective Application – Think, Pair, Share (3 minutes)
Children will take part in a think-pair-share activity where they choose some of the adjectives from the poem and try using them in different sentences. I will encourage them to describe other settings or things they know using the same words, to show they understand how to apply them in different contexts.
Re-reading and Language Comparison (3 minutes)
I will read the poem again, showing both the Welsh and English versions on the board. We will go through key lines together and discuss how the words and tone are carried across the two languages. This will help support understanding and build their bilingual vocabulary.

Plenary (2 minutes)
I will invite a few children to share a word they have learned during the lesson and explain why they like it. We will finish with a quick reflection to celebrate their learning and build confidence in using new Welsh vocabulary.


	Adnoddau / Resources:​
· Poem “Y Môr” printed or displayed on the board.
· Word mat
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Word Mat
Key Vocabulary – Welsh & English

  Descriptive Words:​
Mawr – Big​
Glas – Blue​
Fas – Soft/Gentle
Cynnes – Warm​
Meddal – Soft

     Nature Words:
Môr – Sea
Tonnau – Waves
Awel – Breeze
Traeth – Beach
Dywod – Sand
Sensory Words:​
Clywaf – I hear​
Sŵn – Sound
Dŵr – Water​
Curo – Hitting/Pounding​
Teimlaf – I feel
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Poem – English/Welsh The Sea
Great sea, blue sea,​
Waves dancing, gentle breeze.
I hear the sound of water beating the shore,​
And I feel the sand, soft and very warm.

"Y Môr"
Môr mawr, môr glas,​
Tonnau’n dawnsio, awel fas.​
Clywaf sŵn y dŵr yn curo’r traeth,​
A theimlaf dywod yn feddal a chynnes iawn.
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Reflection on Teaching and Learning Activities:

This lesson focused on exploring poetry and in particular the poem ‘Y môr’ (The sea) with a class of Year 3/4 pupils. The aims of the lesson were to expand pupils’ Welsh language skills, with a particular focus on poetry and the use of adjectives. The lesson’s main goal was to give students opportunities to engage with new vocabulary whilst also deepening their understanding of how language works in both English and Welsh. Reflecting on the lesson, its design, the delivery, and outcomes, I aim to discuss how the activities link with the Curriculum for Wales, insights from Estyn on Welsh language acquisition, and relevant academic theories. I will also reflect on what worked well and where improvements could be made.

Within the Curriculum for Wales, it places a strong emphasis on encouraging pupils to express themselves in both English and Welsh (Welsh Government, 2020). This was the central design that formed my lesson, which used the Welsh poem Y môr to further pupils’ understanding of adjectives. Through the exploration of the poem’s vocabulary, pupils expanded their language skills and then applied it by practising applying adjectives across both languages. Alongside this, the Curriculum for Wales also highlights that cultural identity is a key part in language learning. By using a Welsh poem, it allowed children to immerse themselves in the language whilst also reinforcing a connection to Welsh culture. The curriculum also notes that students should ‘explore how language shapes identity’ (Welsh Government, 2020); this was achieved through the discussion which occurred during the think, pair, share activity, as students connected to the language through their own self-expression and showed cultural appreciation.

In Estyn’s 2021 report, it recommends providing a ‘language-rich environment’ where learners have the opportunity to meaningfully interact with language. This laid the foundation for my choice in selecting a poem and structured discussion during the think, pair, share activity. Pupils were encouraged to engage with the new vocabulary and implement it in a collaborative way, which would reinforce their understanding. This came from the guidance from the Estyn report, which highlighted the value of ‘peer discussions and collaborative activities’ (Estyn, 2021). However, Estyn also notes the value of revisiting and reinforcing vocabulary in multiple contexts to deepen retention and confidence. While my lesson introduced and practised the adjectives effectively within the poem, I recognise that providing further varied opportunities for use, such as role-play or storytelling, would have supported this aspect of language consolidation even more effectively.

Steve Smith (2017) stresses in his book Becoming an Outstanding Languages Teacher that pupils need real, authentic contexts to use language, much like the Curriculum for Wales. He highlights that creating chances for spontaneous communication is of importance, explaining, ‘Students need to be given opportunities to use the language in meaningful contexts’ (p. 45). Within my lesson, I utilised this, understanding the importance that language learning should not just stay on a page but be applied authentically. Alongside this, Smith notes the need to support learners through scaffolding. Though I provided a word mat, I also recognise that there could have been more opportunities for scaffolding, such as creating their own word mat or scaffolding conversations completely in Welsh.

Upon reflection, there were some successful moments in this lesson, such as the transference of the poem from Welsh to English and the repetition. However, I noticed some students found it difficult to apply these adjectives and new vocabulary outside the context of a poem. Cummins (2000) argues that language learners need more frequent opportunities to use language in varied contexts. This reflection made me realise that while new vocabulary was introduced, using a more varied range of approaches could have supported a deeper understanding. Moving forward, I aim to include more open-ended activities that give pupils the chance to apply new vocabulary creatively and meaningfully.
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