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HTML Basics
Basic structure for a HTML page
<html>

</html>

There are two main parts to a html document, the head and the body. These should be structured as shown below:

<html>

<head>

</head>

<body>

</body>

</html>

Note: Most of the HTML that we write will be placed in the <body> section.

Title
All web pages should be given a title. 

Title tags are always placed within the <head> of the page:

<html>

<head>

<title>My first web page</title>

</head>

<body>

</body>

</html>
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Title appears here
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The title of the page is also important when it is added to Favourites/Bookmarks:
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Simple text
Simple text can be added by typing it into the body tag. By default, this text appears in black and in Times New Roman font.

<html>

<head>

<title>My first web page</title>

</head>

<body>

Welcome to my page

</body>

</html>
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Breaks
Text can be spaced down the page by the use of the <br> tag. If you want to space down more than one line, you can use more than one <br> tag: 

<html>

<head>

<title>My first web page</title>

</head>

<body>

Welcome to my page<br>

How are you?<br><br>

</body>

</html>

Change font face
By default, the font used is Times New Roman. If you want to change this font, you can do so by using the <font> tag with “face=…”

<html>

<head>

<title>My first web page</title>

</head>

<body>

<font face="Arial">Welcome to my page</font>

</body>

</html>
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You should choose a popular font that most users have on their computer. There is no point in choosing an obscure font – if the user doesn’t have that font on their machine, the page will simply default to Times New Roman.

Change font size
Text can be made larger by using the <font> font tag with “size=…” Sizes range from 1 to 7.

<html>

<head>

<title>My first web page</title>

</head>

<body>

Welcome to my page<br><br>

<font face="Arial" size="7">This is size 7</font><br>

<font size="6">This is size 6</font><br>

<font size="5">This is size 5</font><br>

<font size="4">This is size 4</font><br>

<font size="3">This is size 3</font><br>

<font size="2">This is size 2</font><br>

<font size="1">This is size 1</font>

</body>

</html>
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Change font colour 
The colour of text is black by default. However, we can change the colour of the text by using the <font> tag with “color=…”

For example:

<font color=”blue”>Welcome to my page</font>

Note that “color” must be spelt the American way!

Change background colour
The background colour for the page is white by default. If you want to change it to another colour, this can be done by adding “bgcolor=…” to the <body> tag. 

For example:

<body bgcolor=”red”>

Hex values
Until now we have specified the colour we want to use by name (e.g. red, green etc. ) However, only 16 basic colours are supported by all browsers:

The 16 supported colours are:

Red, Green, Blue, Black, White, Gray, Silver, Maroon,  Lime, Navy, Purple, Magenta, Olive, Yellow, Teal, Cyan

All other colours should be specified by hex codes to guarantee support in all browsers.

The hex value for a colour is made up of 3 values, which are the amounts of red, green and blue which make up the colour.

For example, the hex value for Red is #FF0000

#FF 00 00

Red  Green  Blue

(all red, no green, no blue)

Other examples:

#00FF00 – green

#0000FF - blue

Positioning text
To centre text on the page, we can use the <center> </center> tags.

<html>

<head>

<title>My first web page</title>

</head>

<body>

<center>Welcome to my page</center>

</body>

</html>
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Headings
There are a number of headings available in HTML. They are using to make text a standard size, according to the heading used. 

H1 is the largest, H6 is the smallest.

<html>

<head>

<title>My first web page</title>

</head>

<body>

<font face="Arial">

<center>Welcome to my page</center>

<h1>This is a h1 heading</h1>

<h2>This is a h2 heading</h2>

<h3>This is a h3 heading</h3>

<h4>This is a h4 heading</h4>

<h5>This is a h5 heading</h5>

<h6>This is a h6 heading</h6>

</body>

</html>
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Headings can be aligned to the left, right or centre (left by default)

<html>

<head>

<title>My first web page</title>

</head>

<body>

<font face="Arial">

<center>Welcome to my page</center>

<h1 align="center">This is a h1 heading</h1>

<h2 align="right">This is a h2 heading</h2>

<h3 align=”left”>This is a h3 heading</h3>

<h4 align="right">This is a h4 heading</h4>

<h5 align="center">This is a h5 heading</h5>

<h6 align=”left”>This is a h6 heading</h6>

</body>

</html>
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Images
There are 3 possible image formats which can be used for webpages: 

.gif 

.jpg 

.png.

Of these, .gif and .jpg are used the most. .png is less popular.

An image is put into a page using the <img> tag as shown below:

<html>

<head>

<title>My first web page</title>

</head>

<body>

Welcome to my page

<br><br>

<img src="sihelogo.gif">

</body>

</html>
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Image borders
Set to a value (0=no border)

An image can be given a border by setting a border attribute. 

<html>

<head>

<title>My first web page</title>

</head>

<body>

<img src="sihelogo.gif" border="0" alt="SIHE logo with no border">

<br>

<img src="sihelogo.gif" border="1" alt="SIHE logo with thin border">

<br>

<img src="sihelogo.gif" border="5" alt="SIHE logo with thick border">

</body>

</html>
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Alt attribute for images
You should always put a brief description of the image in an alt attribute. This is because if the image cannot be displayed for any reason, the contents of the alt  is displayed on the screen. This at least gives the user some idea of what they are missing!

For example:

<img src="sihelogo.gif" alt="Swansea Institute Logo">

[image: image11.png]rosoft Internet Explorer

Fle Edt View Favortes Took Help

G v b - D (1) 4| Do [idrorates @es B

‘ddress [&] c:\Documents and ettingsifackgtiDesktopitesting.htm

Welcome to my page

[] Swanses s Logo





Image not found, alt  attribute’s contents displayed.

Background Images
We can define an image to cover the entire background of the page. If the image is not big enough to fill the screen the browser will automatically “tile” the image.

<html>

<head>

<title>My first web page</title>

</head>

<body background="sihelogo.gif">

<h1 align="center"><font face="Arial">Welcome to my page</font></h1>

</body>

</html>
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Note that background images can obscure the writing on the page, as has happened in the example above. You should use background images with care! 

Links
Links to other pages are created using the <a> tag. By default, links appear in blue and are underlined. 

An example of a link is shown below:

<html>

<head>

<title>My first web page</title>

</head>

<body>

Welcome to my page

<br><br>

<a href="page2.htm">Click here to go to Page 2</a>


</body>

</html>

destination of link


what you want to

appear on the screen
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Images as Links
As well as using text for links, you can use images for links. This is done by putting the image inside the <a> tags. 

For example: 

<a href="page2.htm">

<img src="sihe2.jpg" alt="Picture of SMU - Click for page 2">

</a>
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link

HTML Tables
Tables are a simple method for improving the layout of webpages.

All tables in HTML must have <table>, <tr> (table row) and <td> (table cell) tags. 

Here is a simple table of one row and one cell:

<table border="1">

<tr>

<td>

Hello

</td>

</tr>

</table>
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We can have as many table cells and table rows as we want:

For example:

<table border="1">


<tr>

<td>Hello</td>

Row 1

<td>and</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>Welcome</td>

Row 2

<td>to</td>


</tr>


<tr>

<td>my</td>


Row 3

<td>table</td>

</tr>

</table>
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Positioning tables
By default, tables are aligned to the left of the screen. However, you can also position it to the center or to the right.

<table border="1" align="center">
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<table border="1" align="right">
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Width and height
In the table above, the table is only as big as it needs to be to accommodate the text inside. However, we can specify a width for our table. This can be in pixels or as a percentage of the screen.

<table border="1" width="600">
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We can also control the width of an individual cell, again in pixels or as a percentage of the table. If using percentages, make sure they add up to 100%, or in pixels, no more than the width of the table (in this case, 600).

<table border="1" width="600">

<tr>

<td width="50%">Hello</td>

<td width="50%">and</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>Welcome</td>

<td>to</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>my</td>

<td>table</td>

</tr>

</table>
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Note: The widths for the top two cells are also apply to the cells below. We cannot have different widths for cells in the same column at this stage. 

Cells can also be given a height:

<table border="1" width="600">

<tr>

<td width="50%" height="60">Hello</td>

<td width="50%" height="60">and</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>Welcome</td>

<td>to</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>my</td>

<td>table</td>

</tr>

</table>
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Alignment of text within a cell
Horizontal alignment
We can align text within individual cells to the left, center, or right.

For example:

<table border="1" width="600" bordercolor="black">

<tr>

<td height="50" align="center">  Hello</td>


<td height="50" align=”right”>   and</td>

</tr>

.

.

.
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Vertical alignment
We can also align text vertically within cells to top, middle or bottom, using valign:

<table border="1" width="600" bordercolor="black">

<tr>

<td height="50" valign="top">   Hello</td>


<td height="50" valign="bottom">and</td>

</tr>

.

.

.
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Combining align and valign

Combining align and valign gives more control over the positioning of text:

<table border="1" width="600" bordercolor="black">

<tr>

<td height="50" align="center" valign="top" >Hello</td>

<td height="50" >and</td>

</tr>

.

.

.
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Colour
Background Colour

We can set a colour for the whole table using bgcolor.(note the American spelling of bgcolor)

<table border="1" width="600" bgcolor="#DCDCDC">
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Similarly, we can add a colour for a row within the table:


<table border="1" width="600" bgcolor="#DCDCDC">

<tr>

<td width="33%">Hello</td>

<td width="33%">and</td>

</tr>


<tr bgcolor="white">

<td>welcome</td>

<td>to</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>my</td>

<td>table</td>

</tr>

</table>
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As can be seen above, the background for all cells in the row are set to that background colour. If a colour has been set for the entire table, the colour set for the row will override it.

We can also set a colour for an individual table cell:


<table border="1" width="600" bgcolor="#DCDCDC">

<tr>

<td width="33%">Hello</td>

<td width="33%">and</td>

</tr>

<tr bgcolor="white">

<td bgcolor="green">welcome</td>

<td>to</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>my</td>

<td>table</td>

</tr>

</table>

Again, this overrides any colour set for a row or for the whole table:
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Bordercolor (note: Internet Explorer only)

Setting a border colour works in a similar way to setting a background colour:

<table bordercolor=”black”>
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We can also set bordercolor for tr and td.

(Note the American spelling of bordercolor!)

Background picture in a table
It is possible to put a picture as a background to the table using the following syntax:

<table background="mypicture.gif">

As when we use a background picture in the <body> tag, the image will tile if it is not big enough to fill the whole area:
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Cellspacing

Cellspacing is placed in the <table> tag and specifies an amount in pixels for spacing between the table cells. 

e.g.


 <table border="1" width="600" bordercolor="black" cellspacing="10">
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Cellpadding
This is used to add a number of pixels around the inside of each cell in the table. 

<table border="1" cellpadding="10">
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Colspan

So far, our tables have been in a grid-like structure:
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Colspan allows us to have different sized cells by spanning across more than one cell:

<table border="1" width="600">

<tr>

<td colspan="2">Hello</td>

<td>welcome</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td width="33%">to</td>

<td width="33%">my</td>

<td width="34%">table</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>How</td>

<td>are</td>

<td>you?</td>

</tr>

</table>
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Cell is spanned across two columns

Note: You cannot span across more than the maximum number of cells in the table! In the previous table, 3 is the maximum:

<table border="1" width="600">

<tr>

<td colspan="3" align="center">Hello</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td width="33%">to</td>

<td width="33%">my</td>

<td width="34%">table</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>How</td>

<td>are</td>

<td>you?</td>

</tr>

</table>
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Rowspan
This is similar to colspan, but spans vertically instead of horizontally.

Here is a normal table with a grid structure:
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An example of rowspan:

<table border="1" width="600">

<tr>

<td rowspan="2">Hello</td>

<td>and</td>

<td>welcome</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>my</td>

<td>table</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td width="33%">How</td>

<td width="33%">are</td>

<td width="34%">you?</td>

</tr>

</table>
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Nested Tables  

For greater control over positioning, we can use nested tables. This means that we put a whole new table inside a cell:

[image: image38.png]Hello and welcome
1 my table
How are you?





This is achieved as shown below:

<table border="1" width="600" cellpadding="10">

<tr>

<td>Hello</td>

<td>and</td>

<td>welcome</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td>


<table border="1" width="100%" bordercolor="black">


<tr>


<td>1</td>


<td>2</td>


</tr>


</table>

</td>

<td>my</td>

<td>table</td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td width="33%">How</td>

<td width="33%">are</td>

<td width="34%">you?</td>

</tr>

</table>

Advanced Effects
Tables can be used to produce the “rounded corners” effect that is often seen on webpages. This can be achieved as follows:

1. Make a .gif image suitable for each corner:   

[image: image39.png]


   topleft.gif
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  topright.gif

2. Put into table: (set cellspacing and cellpadding to 0)

<table width="100%" border="1" cellspacing="0" cellpadding="0">

<tr>

<td width="20" align="left"><img src="topleft.gif" height="24" alt=""></td>

<td align="center">Welcome to my page!</td>

<td width="20" align="right"><img src="topright.gif" height="24" alt=" "></td>

</tr>

</table>
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3. Match bgcolor for table to the colour you made topleft.gif and topright.gif:


<table width="100%" border=”1”  bgcolor="#0099FF" cellspacing="0" cellpadding="0">
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4. Remove table border:



<table width="100%" border=”0” bgcolor="#0099FF" cellspacing="0" cellpadding="0">
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5. Continue page with further table rows and cells as usual.

Use “colspan” as necessary:

<table width="100%" border="0" bgcolor="#0099FF" cellspacing="0" cellpadding="0">

<tr>

<td align="left" width="20"><img src="topleft.gif" height="24" alt=""></td>

<td align="center">Welcome to my page!</td>

<td align="right" width="20"><img src="topright.gif" height="24" alt=" "></td>

</tr>

<tr>

<td colspan="3">

<br>

<br>

Hello! and welcome to my page

</td>

</tr>

</table>
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Forms

Forms are used as a means for webpage users to enter data. All contents for forms must lie within <form> </form> tags.

<form>

</form>

Forms should also be given a name:

<form name=”myform”>

</form>

Text input
The most basic type of input is a simple text input and is done using the following tag:

<input type=”text”>

<form name=”myform”>

Enter name:<input type="text" name="username">

</form>
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Note: Each form element should be given a name. This helps with the reading of data later. 

No two form elements should have the same name:

<form name=”myform”>

Enter name:<input type="text" name="username"><br>

Enter age:<input type="text" name="userage">

</form>
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Change size of text input

Text input for a form is a standard size by default. However, the length of the input can be changed by setting a size:

<form>

Enter name:<input type="text" name="username" size="50"><br>

Enter age:<input type="text" name="userage">

</form>
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Submit button
The submit button is responsible for instructing the form to send its data to some destination. The syntax for this is:

<input type="submit">

A destination (action) for the form must also be specified. The most simple of these is mailto: which simply sends an email containing the entered data to a specified address.


<form action="mailto:gaynor.thomas@sihe.ac.uk">

Enter name:<input type="text" name="username"><br>

Enter age:<input type="text" name="userage"><br>

<input type="submit">

</form>
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Changing the text on the submit button

By default, the submit button will display “Submit Query” (see above example). This can be changed by adding a value to the submit button:

<form action="mailto:gaynor.thomas@sihe.ac.uk">

Enter name:<input type="text" name="username"><br>

Enter age:<input type="text" name="userage"><br>

<input type="submit" value="Submit">

</form>
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Placing an image on the submit button
Instead of using the standard grey button with text on it, it is possible to use a .jpg or gif for the submit button. This is achieved by using 

<input type=”image”>

<form action="mailto:gaynor.thomas@sihe.ac.uk">

Enter name:<input type="text" name="username"><br>

Enter age:<input type="text" name="userage"><br>

<input type="image" src="mybutton.gif">
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Even though the type is “image”, the button will still function as a submit button.

Reset Button

The reset button is used to clear the whole form in case of error. The code of this is <input type=”reset”>

<form action="mailto:gaynor.thomas@sihe.ac.uk">

Enter name:<input type="text" name="username"><br>

Enter age:<input type="text" name="userage"><br>

<input type="submit" value="Submit">

<input type="reset">

</form>

[image: image51.png]Enter name]ssdfs

Enter agesof

Submit | Reset





Like the Submit button, the text on the Reset button may be changed by adding a value:

<form action="mailto:gaynor.thomas@sihe.ac.uk">

Enter name:<input type="text" name="username"><br>

Enter age:<input type="text" name="userage"><br>

<input type="submit" value="Submit">

<input type="reset" value=”Clear”>

</form>
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Password input
If the user is entering sensitive information, such as a password, it is possible to hide the information from observers. This is done using

<input type=”password”>

<form>

Enter password:

<input type="password" name="userpassword">

</form>
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Text areas
If a larger text input area is needed, a textarea may be used. This is achieved using the <textarea> </textarea> tags. Set the width and height for the textarea using rows=” “ and cols=” “.

<form>

Enter your comments:<br>

<textarea rows="10" cols="30" name="comments">

</textarea>

</form>

cols




rows  

If required, text can be put in the textarea to appear by default. This is done by placing the required text between the <textarea></textarea> tags:

<form>

Enter your comments:<br>

<textarea rows="10" cols="30" name="comments">

Please type your comments here

</textarea>

</form>
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Radio buttons
Radio buttons are used to choose one option from the presented options. The standard for radio buttons is that only one should be selected at a time. 

* Radio buttons in the same group should have the same name:
<form>

What is your favourite food?<br><br>

<input type="radio" name="food">Kit kat<br>

<input type="radio" name="food">Curry<br>

<input type="radio" name="food">Pizza<br>

<input type="radio" name="food">Apples<br>

</form>
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If you wish to enable a radio button by default, this can be done using the CHECKED command. This should only be done for ONE of the options.

<form>

What is your favourite food?<br><br>

<input type="radio" name="food" CHECKED>Kit kat<br>

<input type="radio" name="food">Curry<br>

<input type="radio" name="food">Pizza<br>

<input type="radio" name="food">Apples<br>

</form>
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Checkboxes
Checkboxes are used to select 0, 1 or more options from the presented options. Check boxes have different names.

<form>

To which of the following places would you like to go on holiday?<br><br>

<input type="checkbox" name="Spain">Spain<br>

<input type="checkbox" name="Scotland">Scotland<br>

<input type="checkbox" name="NZ">New Zealand<br>

<input type="checkbox" name="NK">North Korea<br>

</form>
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As we did for radio buttons, we can enable some options by default if we wish by adding CHECKED:

<form>

To which of the following places would you like to go on holiday?<br><br>

<input type="checkbox" name="Spain" CHECKED>Spain<br>

<input type="checkbox" name="Scotland">Scotland<br>

<input type="checkbox" name="NZ" CHECKED>New Zealand<br>

<input type="checkbox" name="NK">North Korea<br>

</form>
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Pull-down menus

Pull-down menus can be created using the <select> </select> tags. Options which appear within the menu are created using the <option> </option> tags.

<form>

Choose your favourite animal from the menu:<br><br>

<select name="pulldownmenu">

<option>Dog</option>

<option>Cat</option>

<option>Rat</option>

<option>Aardvark</option>

</select>

</form>
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When you pull down the menu, you can see all of the options and then select one as required by clicking on it with the mouse:
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By default, the first item in the list displayed (in this case, “dog”). If you want to change this, you can place SELECTED in the option you want to be shown.

<form>

Choose your favourite animal from the menu:<br><br>

<select name="pulldownmenu">

<option>Dog</option>

<option SELECTED>Cat</option>

<option>Rat</option>

<option>Aardvark</option>

</select>

</form>
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the second option in the 

menu, ‘cat’ is displayed

Scrolling menus
Scrolling menus are created in a similar to pulldown menus. In fact, the only difference is that scrolling menus have a size attribute added to the <select> tag. 

<form>

Choose your favourite animal from the menu:<br><br>

<select name="scrollingmenu" size=”5”>

<option>Dog</option>

<option>Cat</option>

<option>Rat</option>

<option>Aardvark</option>

<option>Mouse</option>

<option>Horse</option>

<option>Cow</option>

</select>

</form>
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Upload files
<input type=”file”> is used for uploading files stored on the local machine to the form destination. (This is not used frequently).

<form>

<input type="file">

</form>

The display of <input type=”file”> varies slightly from browser to browser:

Internet Explorer/Netscape 7:
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Opera
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Basic Stylesheets
A basic html page:
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In the past, we have changed the colour of text using <font color=”red”>

For the screen shown above, the html code would look something like the following:

<html>

<head><title>Stylesheets</title></head>

<body>

<h1 align="center"><font color="red">Welcome</font></h1>

<h1 align="center"><font color="red">to my</font></h1>

<h1 align="center"><font color="red">page</font></h1>

</body>

</html>

In the previous code, we have to type <font color=”red”> three separate times. However, by using a stylesheet, this can be avoided. For example, we can use a stylesheet to set all h1 tags in the page to red.

This is implemented as follows:

a)  Declare stylesheet tags. These go in the header of the page:


<head>

<title>Stylesheets</title>

<style type=”text/css”>

</style>
</head>

b) Enter code into the stylesheet to make all H1 tags red

<head>

<title>Stylesheets</title>

<style type=”text/css”>


H1 {color:#FF0000}

</style>
</head>

Every time we use a h1 tag in our page, the colour will be set to red. This saves you typing <font color=”red”> etc. many times and also makes your pages smaller.

The code for the entire page is now as follows. Note that the 

<font color=”red”> tags have been removed since the colour of the H1 tags is now set by the stylesheet:

<html>

<head>

<title>Stylesheets</title>

<style type="text/css">

H1{color:#FF0000}

</style>

</head>

<body>

<h1 align="center">Welcome</h1>

<h1 align="center">to my</h1>

<h1 align="center">page</h1>

</body>

</html>

Since all of our h1 tags use align=”center”, we can also remove this to the stylesheet. (Note that the color and text-align attributes are separated with a semicolon):

H1 {color:#FF0000; text-align=center}

The complete code is now as follows:

<html>

<head><title>Stylesheets</title>

<style type="text/css">

H1{color:#FF0000; text-align=center}

</style>

</head>

<body>

<h1>Welcome</h1>

<h1>to my</h1>

<h1>page</h1>

</body>

</html>

So far, the stylesheet has only been used to set attributes for h1 tags. However, styles can also be set for other page elements

e.g.

H2 

H3 

H4 

H5 

H6

Body {background-color:#FFFF00}

B

TD

etc.

An example of possible stylesheet coding for these page elements is shown below:

<style

H1{color:#FF0000; text-align:center}

H2{color:#00FF00; text-align:right}

H3{font-style:italic}

H4{font-family: Arial}

H5{color:#0000FF}

H6{color:#0000FF; font-family:Arial}

body{background-color:#FFFF00}

td{background-color:#FF00FF}

</style>

Classes

In the previous coding examples, all h1 tags have to follow the attributes in the stylesheet i.e. all h1 tags and set to red and centred. However, what if we require two different styles for h1 tags? For example, we might want some h1 tags to be red and others to be yellow.

Stylesheets allow us to do this with the use of classes:

<html>

<head><title>Stylesheet tutor</title>

<style type="text/css">

H1.red {color:#FF00FF;font-style:italic; font-family: Arial, sans-serif}

H1.yellow {color:#FFFF00;font-style:italic; font-family: Arial, sans-serif}

</style>

</head>

<body>

<h1 class="red"> Hello!</h1>

<h1 class="yellow"> Goodbye!</h1>

</body>

</html>

Links and stylesheets

We can also set attributes for links using stylesheets.

For example:

A:link {color:#D3E1F0}

A:hover{color:#FF0000}

A:link{color:#D3E1F0} sets every link to a certain colour – in this case a light blue.

A:hover{color:#FF0000} sets every link to change to a certain colour when the mouse is placed over it – in this case red.

Note: A:hover often only works in Internet Explorer

Linking to external stylesheets

Until now, we have put the stylesheet code inside the header tags of our htm page. However, this means that only the page it appears on can access the stylesheet. A more powerful use of stylesheets is to put the stylesheet code into an external page where it can be accessed by other htm pages.

This can be implemented as follows:

a) Remove stylesheet code to a new page and save as xxxxxx.css. Remove the <style> tags. 

H1{color:#FF0000; text-align:center}

H2{color:#00FF00; text-align:right}

H3{font-style:italic}

H4{font-family: Arial}

H5{color:#0000FF}

H6{color:#0000FF; font-family:Arial}

body{background-color:#FFFF00}

td{background-color:#FF00FF}

b) Link the html page to the stylesheet by placing a link similar to the following in the <head> tag of your page.

<LINK REL="stylesheet" TYPE="text/css" HREF="mystylesheet.css">

name of stylesheet file

For example:

<html>

<head>

<title>Page 1</title>

<LINK REL="stylesheet" TYPE="text/css" HREF="stylesheet.css">

</head>

<body>

<h1>Welcome</h1>

<h1>to my</h1>

<h1>page</h1>

</body>

All pages in the site can be linked to the stylesheet in the same way. Simply add the link tag into the headers of all pages that you wish to use the stylesheet.
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More Stylesheets
So far, we have set styles for individual tags such as <h1> <h2> <a> etc.

For example, to set a style for a h1 tag:

h1

{

font-color:red;

font-family:Arial;

}

However, sometimes we might want to set a style for a portion of our page that is not within a particular tag.  

Span

The span tag is used to style a small part of the page, usually a letter, word, or a section of text. This is achieved by setting a <span></span> tag around the bit we want to style. The style for the span is then added to the stylesheet:

.welcomestyle

{

font-size:22pt;

font-style:italic;
styling associated with span called “welcomestyle”

font-family:Arial;

}




    

 



name of span

<body>

Hello and <span class="welcomestyle">welcome</span> to my page.

</body>
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Div

The <div> </div> tag is similar to the <span> </span> tag, but is used for longer sections. These sections will include several standard tags, such as headings, tables, paragraphs, etc.

For example, take this HTML code:

<body>

<h1>Welcome</h1>

Hello and welcome to my page.

I hope you find much here to interest you.<br><br>

<a href="page2.htm">Click here to go to page 2</a><br><br>

<h2>Goodbye</h2>

</body>

Since the section of HTML shown above contains multiple tags, e.g. <h1> <a> <h2> , we should use the <div></div> tag to apply style:

.main

{

font-style:italic;

font-family:Arial;

}

<body>

<div class="main">

open div
<h1>Welcome</h1>

Hello and welcome to my page.

I hope you find much here to interest you.<br><br>

<a href="page2.htm">Click here to go to page 2</a><br><br>

<h2>Goodbye</h2>

</div>




close div
</body>
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As you can see, the appropriate style has been applied to everything inside the <div></div> tags.

Some stylesheet possibilities
The following page show some examples of what is possible with stylesheets.

Text decoration

text-decoration can be used to add various effects to text:

text-decoration:underline

.demo

{

text-decoration:underline;

}

<body>

Hello and <span class="demo">welcome</span> to my page. I hope you find much here to interest you.

</body>
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Note: Use text-decoration:underline should be used with care – adding an underline makes text look like a hyperlink. This could be confusing to the user. 

text-decoration:none

text-decoration:none is most commonly used for removing the underline from links. 

a

{

text-decoration:none;

}

<body>

<a href="page2.htm">Click here to go to page 2</a>

</body>
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Again, this must be used with care because if the underline is removed from a hyperlink, it may not be immediately obvious to the user that is a link at all. 

text-decoration: overline
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text-decoration: line-through
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Borders

It is possible to set a border around the contents of a <div></div> tag using border-style:

border-style:solid

.main

{

border-style:solid;

}

<body>

<div class="main">

<h1>Welcome</h1>

Hello and welcome to my page.

I hope you find much here to interest you.<br><br>

<a href="page2.htm">Click here to go to page 2</a><br><br>

<h2>Goodbye</h2>

</div>

</body>
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border-style: ridge
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border-style: dashed
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border-style: dotted
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border-style: double
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It is also possible to apply different styles to different sides of the border using the following:

border-top-style: 

border-bottom-style: 

border-left-style: 

border-right-style: 

For example:

.main

{

border-top-style: dotted;

border-bottom-style: double;

border-left-style: ridge;

border-right-style: solid;

}
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Of course, the above is just an example to demonstrate the possibilities! 

A more realistic example might be to highlight one or two sides of the border:

.main

{

border-top-style: dotted;

border-bottom-style: dotted;

}
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Border-width
We can also change the width of the border using border-width as follows:

.main

{

border-style:solid;

border-width:1px;

}
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The border can be made thicker by varying the pixel amount:

.main

{

border-style:solid;

border-width:30px;

}
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We can also specify widths for individual sides of a border:

.main

{

border-style:solid;

border-top-width: 5px;

border-bottom-width:1px;

border-left-width: 20px;

border-right-width: 2px;

}
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Border-color

A colour for the border can be set using border-color:

.main

{

border-style:solid;

border-width: 5px;

border-color:lightyellow;

}
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Different colours for different sides of the border can be set with the following:

border-top-color:

border-bottom-color:

border-left-color:

border-right-color:

Padding

Padding can be added to the text inside the <div></div> tags using padding:

.main

{

border-style:solid;

border-width: 5px;

padding: 20px;

}
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Padding can be controlled on each side using:

padding-top: 

padding-bottom: 

padding-left: 

padding-right: 

Margins
Margins can be set for the contents of the <div></div> tag. This places space around the section:

.main

{

border-style:solid;

margin: 50px;

}
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Different margins on each side may also be set:

margin-top: 

margin-right: 

margin-bottom: 

margin-left: 

Width
The width for the contents of the <div></div> can be set using width

.main

{

border-style:solid;

width:200px;

}
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        200 pixels

Text-align

HTML within a <div></div> tag is aligned to the left-hand side by default. 

Use of text-align allows you to align text:

text-align:center

.main

{

text-align:center

}
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text-align: right
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text align:justify
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Re-using styles
Any style written into the stylesheet can be applied to different sections of the page:

.main

{

border-style:solid;

border-width: 5px;

border-color:black;

width:400px;

padding:10px;

text-align:justify;

margin:25px;

}

<body>

<div class="main">

<h1>Welcome</h1>

Hello and welcome to my page. I hope you will find much here to interest you.<br><br>

<a href="page2.htm">Click here to go to page 2</a><br><br>

<h2>Goodbye</h2>

</div>

<br>

This is a bit of text outside the &lt;div&gt;

<br><br>

<div class="main">

<h1>Hello!</h1>

And here is a section which has also had the style main applied to it.

</div>

</body>
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Browser compatibility and stylesheets

Browser compatibility is a very important issue when using stylesheets. This is because different browsers implement stylesheet in different way. 
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