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a) Such as / for example / for instance (provide examples)
b)  But / yet/ however/ nevertheless 
c) And / consequently / thus/ therefore
d)  Although 
e) Such as / for example 
f) Because / as / since
g) For example / such as 
h)  Furthermore  / moreover / in addition, 
i) Because 
j) However / Nevertheless 





LINKING WORDS 
EXAMPLES: 
For example / For instance / such as / Another example is 
ADD SIMILAR ARGUMENTS 
First (never firstly!!), Second / in addition/ furthermore, besides/despite (informal) / also / moreover
Contrast / the opposite viewpoint 
However/ on the other hand / Nevertheless 
Cause and effect 
Covid resulted in people losing their job. ……………..an increasing number of employees lost their homes. 
As result / therefore/ consequently/ for this reason / thus/ hence/ ergo (archaic English)
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4 Practice exercise: Linkers

B [nsert a suitable linker info each gap.

CHOOSING A BUSINESS SCHOOL

It can be difficult for students to decide whether to attend

business school. The drawbacks, (a) the high

fees and the loss of income, are clear, (b)

increasing numbers are applying, (c) the

competition to enter the highest-ranked schools is increasing.

(d) many well-known business people, (e)

Bill Gates, never went to business school,

there is good evidence that an MBA helps students find a well-
paid job more quickly. It can also be hard for students to

choose which school to apply for, (f) there are

so many rankings published, (g) those from

the Financial Times, Business Week and The Economist.

(h) , these tables frequently disagree,
(i) they give different weighting to different
factors. (j) , this lack of agreement may have a

positive aspect, reflecting the diversity of approach found in

the world’s great business schools.
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1 Identifying linkers

B Underline the linkers in the following sentences.

(a) A few inventions, for instance television, have had a major
impact on everyday life.

(b) In addition, a large volume of used cars are sold through
dealerships.

{c) The definition of motivation is important since it is the cause of
some disagreement.

(d) The technology allows consumers a choice, thus increasing
their sense of satisfaction.

(e) Four hundred people were interviewed for the survey, then the
results were analysed.

() However, another body of opinion associates globalisation
with unfavourable outcomes.
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There are six main types of linker.

B Match each of the types below to one of the sentences above.

(i) Addition (b)
(i) Result ()
(iii) Reason el
(iv) Opposition (=)
(v) Example {7

(vi) Time ()
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2 Practice exercise: Using linkers

When reading a text, linkers are a kind of signpost to help the reader
follow the ideas.

B Read the paragrarh below and underline the linkers, then decide what
their functions are (i.e. types i-vi above).

BIOFUELS

Newly published research examines some important
questions about the growing use of biofuels, such as ethanol
made from maize. The production of these has increased
sharply recently, but the replacement of food crops with fuel
crops has been heavily criticised. Although initially seen as a
more environmentally-friendly type of fuel, the research shows
that producing some biofuels, for instance biodiesel palm oil,
is more polluting than using conventional oil. The ethanol
produced from sugar cane, however, can have negative
emissions, in other words taking carbon dioxide from the
atmosphere instead of adding it. Consequently, it can be seen
that the situation is rather confused, and that biofuels are
neither a magic solution to the energy problem, nor are they
the environmental disaster sometimes suggested.





