Changemakers: Creativity and Value Creation (ADPA5002) 
Assessment 1: 
 

SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION: 

When originally brainstorming ideas to do for this module I produced a few such as learning disabilities within the acting industry, acting as a tool for therapy for children and sexism in the industry. These were all ideas that struck with me as I am interested in these different areas and being a woman and having learning difficulties myself, I have a passion for these topics. However, I ultimately decided that I would rather do a small-scale project which I could really go in depth with. Meg and I have previously discussed the plays we have studied during our course as a class and we agreed they were good, but all had very dark themes throughout, which meant we had a limited knowledge of certain themes which we haven’t really covered yet in our course. We felt this is very important to research as it affects us and many others, we also realised we may be able to make a real change with talking to other students and our course leader about this while also researching just how important an actor's range is. 


RESEARCH QUESTION: 

What are the benefits of studying a wider range of plays at university and should our course have a larger variety of genres being studied? 


POTENTIAL SOCIAL VALUE CREATED: 

This would have a positive impact on many individuals as those of us doing the course could have a more extensive education, therefore be more employable when we start looking for jobs in the industry. This hopefully will help future students taking this course especially as we may be able to make a change and allow them to have the experience with the course that would benefit the most.


PRIMARY RESEARCH: 

To help gain more information about our course and whether this was an issue others agreed with, we created a survey which we sent to level 4, 5 and 6 currently on our course. Unfortunately, we don’t have big classes and not everyone completed the survey for us so overall we only gained 13 responses.  
One issues I found with this questionnaire is we had some responses which were not serious and had to be deleted as they did not fill it in truthly, some putting obvious wrong answers such as when asked about what genres they have studied so far they only put puppetry, which is not a genre they have studied as this is not in the curriculum and other genres have not been ticked which is clearly not correct. Another issue with the questionnaire, is the limited number of answers. Although it only took an average of 2 minutes 36 seconds to do, many did not complete it. However, there are only approximately 42 students currently on our course altogether so around 31% of students did answer the survey sent out to them. 
However, there were some positives to the results of this survey as it shows many agree with us about wanting more variety on this course. When asked to leave any last comments many students talk about wanting to have more variety: 
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Description automatically generated]When asked in the survey if they are happy with the variety in our course a majority disagreed showing that there is a general want for more genres to be studied and a larger variety of skills taught. Although we want more plays to be studied, I know that many of us have enjoyed the plays we have looked at so far and have found it useful and enjoyable while also learning new skills throughout. It’s just that it is all in the darker themes, and it would be better to mix in some lighter material sometimes. 
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To further our understanding we arranged a meeting with Lynne, our course leader. She has a big part in choosing what plays we study, so we wanted to understand why they were chosen and if we could see if having an increased range in genres was possible. This meeting went very well and was very beneficial as Lynne informed us that there are limited options of genres that are possible to study when considering the group size and the module leaders' knowledge on certain plays needs to be considered as they need a wide understanding of the play we study as a group. Lynne also agreed how range is important and there have already been certain changes being made to help with this for future years taking the course. Some of this includes changes being made to the musical performance module in level 4 which could allow for a musical to be studied which is something I felt is important as we only learned singing techniques during the entire module which was interesting but only allowed for a limited learning. By studying a musical, this allows for a wider understanding for the storyline and how to perform acting wise as well as singing in this, adding more depth to our abilities. Lynne also talked about covid and how certain modules have changed to suit that, but should be changing for the next year group, going back to what it used to be which is great and should allow for more skills to be taught.
 

SECONDARY RESEARCH: 

When it comes to wanting more variety in our course, with a wider range of skills taught, this is very important not just for us specifically but can apply to most jobs and subjects. Having variety in one’s course helps students go on a journey of self-discovery and allows for every student to find areas and subjects they excel in and some they may dislike or struggle with. This is normal in every subject and is shown in secondary school as students must have a range of school subjects to allow for a wider set of knowledge (Anon., n.d.). This should apply for university courses with allowing for a range of skills to be taught for the chosen degree. For acting I believe it is important for us to not only have a bigger variety of genres to be able to apply our techniques to different theme but also look at such things as voice coaching, stage combat, intimacy training, etc. As this is all skills which will help us if we choose to pursue acting as a career.

When performing different genres, this often has a big impact on the style of acting you must do. The genre will show the overview of the tone for the film, with the themes suiting the genre suitably. (MasterClass, 2022) Knowing how to act and jump between genres is a skill which is easier said than done, it’s hard to go from acting in a naturalistic comedic film documentary to than acting in an intense drama dealing with serious issues.

While researching the impact having a wider set of skills would have for an actor and their opportunities, I came across many websites claiming it’s better to be a ‘Jack of several trades and a master of few’ (Anon., 2020), this flexibility doesn’t just make you more employable but it also allows you to broaden your knowledge and appreciation for other actors and their work. By experimenting and working on different projects, you are also able to learn more about yourself and your skills, sometimes you may surprise yourself with learning you have a natural ability with something you hadn’t previously discovered or considered. By playing the field and learning different skills you will be able to discover your abilities more and some areas will be harder work than others, but many skills are transferable, if you know how to apply them. Stage acting, screen acting, voice actors, models, all have skills in common and you can learn skills to apply to all of them which don’t vary too much from each other but also allows you to search for more jobs without limitations (Anon., 2020). This will also help you build up a positive reputation within the industry, by being seen as having range and working in different professional settings.

There are other ways to help expand our learning such as watching many films from different genres as there is much to learn from watching other actors in a range of different roles and settings (Barry, 2019). It is important for actors to build up their CV, in doing so they become more desirable to hire. ‘Using self-discovery and internal reflection to improve their skills, broaden their repertoire and build their reputation.’ (Helling, 2023) Although this isn’t always the case as some young actors can have a big break early on in their career as an actor without having much experience or qualifications. Luck can be very involved in becoming a big movie star, being in the right place at the right time, having connections, etc. But having a range of skills will help get more roles and more experience and will help you move up in the profession. Having different skillsets can also set you apart from the crowd, some being more unique such as playing musical instruments, or being able to sing and dance, any different skill can set you apart and give you an advantage for a role, it is important to remember to add them to your CV so this can be known and give the actor an advantage, ‘to learn how to do impressions or foreign accents could give you an advantage.’ (Helling, 2023). 

Another part we took into consideration was with other universities and undergraduate degrees for acting and drama and looking at their curriculum and what they study during the three years. We found a limited amount of information on this as not many courses have released a detailed program of content, however we did find some information for both York (Anon., n.d.) and Manchester (Anon., 2023) universities, of which both show a range of content although some less practical than our course at UWTSD (Anon., 2023).

Having actors with extensive knowledge could help to create more range in plays and films, as variety is so important. If you are constantly watching horror after horror, you would grow bored, and it would start to have less of an effect on you (Connolly, 2015). However, if you are watching a range of different films such as horror, comedy, mystery, etc. then you won’t grow tired of watching the same thing constantly. This is the same for the actor. If we are acting in the same genre constantly, it could start to become too mundane and takes away the excitement and passion of acting (Liptrott, 2022). We want to experience new people, new worlds, new challenges, embody this new project, and this would be much more enjoyable if we can work in many different projects. Go from musical theatre, to being a voice actor in a children’s show, to a murder mystery film. This requires skill and understanding however, as although there are many basic transferable skills that will work for most acting projects, there are specialised skills that need to be learnt and understood.

Overall, I believe change is already starting to be made in our course at UWTSD which is exciting to see, the fact some change has already started before our meeting with Lynne, shows that this is an issue she was already aware of and wanted to rectify. Although some change has already started, it would be great to see more being done to allow this range of genres and skills being learnt for the years to come. 
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Very dark and cover a ot of tough topics

‘Sometimes intense but really good.

Feelinformed and more knowledgeable

Enjoyed them so far but al been quite dark

They have been interesting so far but all have very dark themes.
Enjoyed it

Not very varied, but all good in content
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3. Write a few words to explain how you feel about the plays you have studied so far.

13 Responses
D1 Name Responses
1 anonymous  Very sociological, sociopolitical, and real plays
2 anonymous  All very similar genre - dark and gory
N anonymous /1€ not varied at ll. We also don't get an option. We get what we're given
basically
4 anonymous | have liked them, yet they have all been very dark or serious
R anonymous I:Z ':\::;b::‘ \::lypir::r:islenl good plays with good themes but the plays
6 anonymous  Interesting plays.
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Only reason I ticked a few categories is because we were allowed to pick and
study a shakespeare play, however the contemporary plays we have studied
have all been the same genre.

We've not done any positive play. Would be nice to have a change x

1:am happy with the plays that we looked at as they are different to what |
studied in college, but | would definitely like more of a variety of genres of play
to study as well

I'm not bothered on the genres of the plays that we do, as long as they range
and are good to read and perform.

A good range of plays with many different characters.

1 want to explore other genres in the second and third year
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6. 1 am happy with the variety of plays | have studied in this course so far.
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