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ECAD 4010 -: A critical analysis and evaluation of the observation research tool, ‘Leuven Scale’.

Introduction
In this assignment I am going to compare different forms of literature which are related to the learning environment in my observations, to conclude on the creation of effective learning environments. My observations will be carried out using the ‘Leuven scale’ tool. I will be evaluating the usefulness of this tool and consider the potential impact on my own practice.
I will be using video 3 for my observation, looking into the research question of ‘To what extent does the role play environment provide opportunities for pupil involvement and learning?’ The learning environment in this video is a roleplay area within the classroom. The roleplay activity is an independent learning opportunity for the small group of children, meaning that during the role play activity there is no adult involvement. The roleplay area is set out to be a travel agent shop, where the children book holidays. According to the Foundation Phase Framework (2015) ‘Children learn through first-hand experiential activities with the serious business of ‘play’ providing the vehicle. Through their play, children practise and consolidate their learning, play with ideas, experiment, take risks, solve problems, and make decisions individually, in small and in large groups’ Therefore role play may be an ideal form of learning.

Literature review
Roleplay is where children get the opportunity to act out scenarios and situations in a safe environment. Children may role play a doctor’s surgery, a vet clinic, hairdressers or shops. Children learn vocabulary and skills needed to be able to be able to use these places in real life. It is about giving them experiences as close to real life as possible to give them knowledge on how the world works. Role play can be very beneficial in children’s learning and development. From my own school experience, I have found that children really enjoy the roleplay areas. They are very enthusiastic and really take on board the scenario. According to Mellissa Williams (2019) role play allows children to grasp new concepts, skills and ideas. In Williams (2019) Blog she states, ‘Beyond actual speaking skills, role-playing can develop conflict resolution skills, heighten reading comprehension, and strengthen communication abilities.’ Role play can support learning in multiple ways. Williams (2019) also goes on to talk about how It is also able to address all learning styles. Roleplay is very hands on which is perfect for kinaesthetic learners. While watching the role play scenario may really benefit children who learn best in other ways. According to the British council, Teaching English. ‘Quieter students get the chance to express themselves in a more forthright way’ This is a very positive idea as some children may be too shy to participate in whole class activities, so the smaller group will also be very effective as the individual is likely to feel m ore comfortable. Not only that it maybe easier to express feelings through roleplay as it is ‘only pretend’. Chesler and Fox (1966) states in their novel that ‘by placing themselves in the role of another, students can identify with the real worlds and the imaginations of other children and adults. In this manner they may begin to understand the effects of their behaviour on others, and they may gain significant information about the motivations for their own and other people's behaviours. By sympathizing with the scapegoat, many a bully may understand how it feels to be picked on; by sympathizing with the bully, many a scapegoat may understand why his behaviour is a red flag to the bully’. This means that children ae able to sympathise with others and understand how their actions may affect others. However, Chesler and Fox (1966) talk about how roleplay can not be use alone. It needs to be taught beforehand, shown how to be used. Children can go off on a tangent and move away from the main idea of the role play activity. Johnathon Swift (2018) mentions in his article that children may not feel comfortable in this environment and may refuse to participate in the role play activity. ‘some students are embarrassed and thus tentative about acting out a part in a dramatic fashion.’ This can make it awkward for the child. Roleplay may also cause a lot of chaos in the classroom. Swift 2018 talks about how only a small number of children can participate in roleplay at one time, so the rest of class are likely to get bored and try to get involved. This can cause disagreements and upsets in the classroom. Diverting the teacher’s attention away from learning in the classroom.
Methodology
I chose to carry out my research through observation because I felt that this method would allow me to gain the relevant information for me to answer my research question. Listening and watching roleplay in action is the most effective way of collecting the information in my opinion. NSW education (2019) say that ‘Observation is a flexible approach to data collection, suitable for a broad range of contexts.’ This means that the observation technique can be adapted for most research as well as providing relevant information, which is a major advantage. Observation allows you to gain a real-life picture on what is taking place. You have a big picture rather than some facts and figures. Negatives of using observations may include that its easy to get distracted and miss something important. You are not guaranteed to have made note of every single detail. Another limitation of observation is that with children they may know that they are being observed their behaviour is likely to differ from what it’s like on a day to day basis, therefore it’s not going to be very reliable. Observation also needs to be carefully planned. To plan for my observation, I created my own observation schedule based on the Leuven scale tool. The Leuven scale is a scale with 5 measurements from extremely low to extremely high; used to measure children’s wellbeing and involvement. The Leuven scale allows you to see if the activity is keeping the children engaged and if they are getting any enjoyment or benefit from it. This tool gives you the opportunity to assess the children, to see how they are doing and how well they work with others and how they communicate. However, a downside may be that it only covers two areas. It would be helpful if factors such as communication or concentration were taken into consideration more than it already is.

Discussion and findings
After carrying out my observation, I found that children really do enjoy roleplay in the classroom. The children mainly hit ‘high’ on the scale for both wellbeing and involvement. Child C did not have as high of scores as the others, I think this could be down to the fact that her role wasn’t as busy and as important because when she did participate her turn she did seem a lot more motivated. Child A was the customer and he was very involved however child B was extremely enthusiastic, he was in charge, asked the questions and you could see in his facial expressions the enjoyment he had. I think that if they were all to try every role, we would see some very positive results. Children are likely to have their role preference as I have seen in my own practice. Child A and B interacted very well and helped each other out with spellings and reading the displays of the role play area. The children problem solved independently and worked well as a group to conduct the scenario.
Using the Leuven scale was very effective, it was very straight forward and easy to conduct but also understand and summarize. Th only limitation was that I observed so much but it did not quite fit into the categories of the Leuven scale. Therefore, I think that it is very effective but will work perfectly alongside another observation tool.
When carrying out my observation its important to consider the ethics behind the research project. Gray, D (2018) defines ethics as ‘Ethics are sets of moral principles or norms that are used to guide moral choices of behaviour and relationships with others.’ BERA (2018) says in its guidelines that ‘The British Educational Research Association (BERA) believes that educational researchers should operate within an ethic of respect for any persons’ Therefore its recommended for educational researchers to follow these guidelines in order to protect themselves as well as the children. BERA (2018) also states that ‘Researchers also have a responsibility to consider how to balance maximising the benefits and minimising any risk or harm to participants,’ This is Important so that children remain safeguarded at all times, children should not be put in an situation which may be dangerous or may harm them in anyway. Before conducting any research its vital that you gain consent from participants or participants guardian’s. You cannot conduct a project without permission. At the same time researchers need to make sure that the participants also understand exactly what the research involves and what the information is being used for.
Conclusion and recommendations
Looking back at my research question,’ To what extent does the role play environment provide opportunities for pupil involvement and learning?’. I would say that roleplay is very important in the early years and foundation phase. It is completely more than just play. Role play teaches children new vocabulary, helps express feelings and thoughts, develops confidence and allows children to interact with other children. After looking into the literature of roleplay, not many people look down upon roleplay. It is encouraged through the whole of wales and probably the rest of the world. Role play can provide endless opportunities for involvement and learning when used effectively. The strengths of my research were that it was all relevant to my research questions, it allowed me to gather everything I needed. A limitation of my research may be that I did not quite look into case studies and other researchers who have already looked at a similar research question. So I would definitely recommend other researchers to pair raw research with existing studies. As well as using more than one observation tool.
If I was to go into another educational research project the research question I would look at would be ‘To what extent does punishment and rewards affect the teacher pupil relationship?’ this is something im interested in as ive seen a range of different relationships which discipline and paraise in differet ways.

Appendix
Observation scheducle 
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 To what extent does the role play environment provide opportunities for pupil involvement and learning
· 3 Children
· 3 minute observation, 1 minute intervals
· Role playing in a travel agent


	Involvement score
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