INTRODUCTION TO MIMAKI TEXTILES PRINTER

What imagery you can use and what works well:

1. A digital file from Photoshop - .PSD file extension or AVA - .ava3 file extension

2. Artwork, paperwork scanned straight into Photoshop, colour adjusted and assembled (avoid too heavily textured imagery, we found that monoprints, fabrics etc. do not work very well)

3. Photographs

4. Artwork created in Illustrator

You will need to ‘rasterise’ your artwork from Illustrator in Photoshop. To do this, open Photoshop, then

File: Place

Your Illustrator file will load with a bounding box. At this stage you can resize your image without any loss of quality. Resize the bounding box to the required size and double-click to rasterise.

Save as a psd file at 150dpi.

or

File: Open

In the dialog box enter the measurements and resolution you need.

   The software you can use in the digital print area:

1. Photoshop 

2. AVA Textiles software 

The strength of the AVA software is the ease of colour changes, excellent at repeats, low file sizes (the software works with 240 colours rather than millions in Photoshop) which means large prints, but retaining good image quality. If you are working with repeats you only need to save one repeat unit (with your repeat seams included) upstairs with you. AVA will do the rest.

   The coated fabrics we have in stock (new lines are always being explored too)
The digital print fabrics are a range of wools, silks, cottons and linens. 
Please see full range in digital fabric cupboard (AD503A) in digital print room (AD503).
   On occasion when stocks are low, you may have to order your own fabric.  We recommend you buy from http://www.whaleys-bradford.ltd.uk/fabrics/section-s-coated-fabrics-for-digital-printing
You must request it is on a roll and that you order more than you think you need - to allow for any hiccups.
NOTE: All digital printing fabric is specially coated and is photo sensitive; this is the reason it’s kept in the dark where possible.

   The cost of printing is £25 per metre of fabric (This includes inks).  The fabric width ranges from 1.10m to 1.50m, so please check sizes before laying your images for testing.
The printer uses reactive dyes, which need to be steamed at a high temperature for 20 minutes.

You need to wash the fabrics well afterwards. (You can use a normal/casual 30/40°C, wash on the washing machine (with a pre-wash). If any bleeding occurs please re-wash straight away before drying.
Please ask if you are not certain about the finishing process! We are all here to help.
   Photoshop Tips
  To prepare your file in Photoshop: plan before you start. If you are scanning and are planning to enlarge, make sure that you scan at a high enough resolution. (Please see the handout: To enlarge an image using resolution) If you have for instance files from a digital camera, you can interpolate up in ‘Image Size’, but that needs to be handled with care.

   The textile printer’s preferred resolution is 150 dpi depending on the size of your final print and the type of fabric you want to use. For instance, if you print onto a very open weave linen, you will only need a much lower resolution than when you print onto a very fine Habotai silk. We have excellent results at 150 dpi (or even less) for photographic images. You will need to do your own testing to get the best results for your individual images. 
Remember that the higher the resolution the larger your file. 
We recommend that you work at 150 dpi always.

    When you have finished your design:

1. Flatten your image and save in Psd file format.

2. Rotate your file to landscape position (Image menu: Rotate Canvas) to save fabric. (if appropriate)

Make sure you have the .psd extension after your file name, otherwise the computer might not be able to read your file.

Make sure you have the .ava3 extension after your file name, otherwise the computer might not be able to read your file.

We recommend that you do all your preparation, colour squares, resizing etc. in the Mac suite and write your files to memory stick. You can also line up your images in a strip before saving, although this can easily be done in the printer room. We can then download them directly to the digital print room (AD503). 

  Important
Test, test, test

That means colour swatches, small crops of larger images etc.; maybe a couple of variations of opacities and colour adjustments. 

Always make notes and write down the settings you use in Photoshop as well as in the printer room, for instance, which profile you used. The aim of testing is to be able to repeat any successful results.

For booking a digital print slot, please email Sharon & Lloyd.
(Sharon.cooper@uwtsd.ac.uk / Lloyd.james@uwtsd.ac.uk)
THANK YOU.

