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Links to Videos  

Digital StoryTelling - Jordan Pope 2506455.mov 

traditonal storytelling - Jordan Pope 2506455.mov 
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Academic analysis 

 

Introduction 

 

Storytelling in any medium plays a pivotal role in the development of language and 

literacy skills with children. BookTrust (n.d.) goes on to outline the importance of 

storytelling to children, that the benefits have a comprehensive approach to the 

development of children. Storytelling not only helps a child expand their knowledge 

and understanding of the world, but the concepts of language and the structure of 

stories and how they ignite imagination. Cekaite and Björk-Willén (2018) highlight in 

their own study and have collated information that highlights the range of benefits 

brought by storytelling, with it providing fundamental foundations to further expand a 

child’s literacy skills and understanding of language around them. Furthermore, with 

the acquirement of language and words over time. Children not only begun to enjoy 

stories and its links to the world, but how it can expand their own knowledge of 

words and how they are associated. The professional and in this case early years 

practitioners in a setting become a source of supporting this development, making 

use of various mediums to bring a story to life, with skills such as changing their 

voice to match a character and to bring dramatics to the story they are reading. 

Capturing the imagination of the children in their care and developing a love of 

stories (Bakhtin, 1981). 

 

First skill  

 

When reflecting on the storyteller’s story sessions, various skills and practices can 

be seen to be taking place within the videos. One such skill that was noted in the 

video is the storyteller being engaging with the story and making use of different 

mediums and tools to bring a story to life and be engaging. Agosto (2016) Goes 

further into this and its importance to storytelling and supporting the literacy 

development of children, making notes that engaging with children goes along way 

to involve the child, the storyteller showing their ability to ask simple follow up 

questions, these being ‘what is next?’, also making use of communication switches 

to involve the children and to build anticipation. Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 

NHS Foundation Trust (2020) reinforce the importance of being engaging when 

reading a book to a child and in the case of the storyteller to a potential group of 

children with additional learning needs. It is paramount importance to ensure and 
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gauge how the children are with the story and adapt to ensure engagement and 

make relevant changes. Making tiny adjustments, the storyteller took his time, no 

rushing which then allowed that process time and to see if any changes need to take 

place. Larson (2014) explores the importance of the practitioner using the 

opportunity of engagement, to build various skills and development within the 

children that are engaging in that session. Using these moments to scaffold and 

model different behaviours and ideas. This is seen with the storyteller, by showing 

the children the story, giving everyone a chance to feel the story and to enjoy the 

joint experience with their peers.  

The importance of these skills has on oracy, language, reading, and writing is 

profound. Being able to engage young minds goes along way, to contributing to 

different areas of learning and development. Society for Storytelling (n.d.) explores 

the importance of engagement in storytelling as a way to influence the development 

of an individuals oracy skill within children. Keeping children engaged ensure they 

are benefitting from the skills being shown by the storyteller, enabling the expansion 

of their vocabulary and concepts being shared in the story, such as using the switch 

board to emphasise key words within the story, these being ‘ketchup’ or ‘Barty.’ 

Further along from this, writing is just as key and engagement plays a significant role 

and a child’s engagement, and level of understanding is needed to lay those basic 

foundational phases where writing is concerned. Bingham, Quinn, and Gerde (2017) 

explore the importance of writing within children, making the point in saying that 

different opportunities should be taken. The Storyteller made use of core boards to 

give emphasis to key words in the story, this could be expanded on further by 

making links in other sessions of the day. Making use of writing activities and linking 

to the story told by the storyteller. Storytelling involves groups of children, the 

storyteller did their story with a group of children and Vygotsky (1978) makes note on 

his zone of proximal development by giving the children the opportunity to learn with 

the support and adults, this could also be seen as scaffolding (Bruner, 1983). The 

Storyteller engaged with the children, given them opportunities to thinking about the 

story and to branch off towards different activities and play.  

While there are clear benefits to the importance of engagement, however there are 

views that too much engagement or a session that too adult-led could have a 

noticeable negative impact on children. Crawford (2021) explores the consequences 

of too much adult engagement; this may cause children to shy away from an activity 

or lose enthusiasm. Practitioners need to find a balance with this approach and 

adapt accordingly. When referring back to the storyteller, more pauses could have 

taken place to allow the children that moment to think or even interact with one 

another or furthermore explore the idea of joint storytelling if the abilities of the 

children allow.  
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Second Skill 

The storyteller made use of a wide range of resources and props, which added 

another dynamic to their storytelling session. Making use of different objects in both 

the traditional and digital story session such as puppets that represent the characters 

in the story, the use of a red bottle to symbolise ketchup and using communication 

aids such as the core boards and switch board was used to emphasise different 

parts of the story.  By providing some kind of tangibility to the story and make it 

interactive. Kucirkova (2018) explores the use of different learning resources, 

especially in the digital medium. This can contribute to a child’s digital literacy skills; 

it can bridge the gap for learners with the source material and makes it more 

accessible to those who may struggle to connect or engage with traditional methods 

of storytelling. Stronger Practice Hubs (n.d.) makes an importance distinction that 

storytelling enhances the development or oral language of children and props can be 

used to help and support this. The storyteller used simple everyday objects found in 

their educational environment, a practitioner does not need to be buying new and 

expensive items. It is noted further that a prop such as the sheep, would grab 

children’s shared attention. Then using that moment to respond to the children’s 

responses, the storyteller was asking questions about the two sheep, which could be 

expanded upon further or could lead to further expansions in further sessions. 

Khairuddin and Baharuddin (2026) would delve into the importance of props noting it 

influences on other skills in the storyteller, linking a prop like a sheep toy to the 

character in the book. Props functioning as a way to communicate information and 

strengthen the narrative within the storyteller’s session.  

American Montessori Society (2025) explores the theories of Montessori and how it 

links and influences the practices of practitioners when implementing and supporting 

storytelling in their environments for the children in the care. Language development 

in children, that further links to their imagination. Introduction of unfamiliar words 

from the storyteller contributes to this, when the storyteller says, ‘what next?’ that 

gives the children an opportunity to think and imagine what could be on the next 

page. Hjetland et al. (2019) explore their own theories in the use of props alongside 

any kind of story medium, be they traditional or digital support the early foundational 

development of children oral skills, which will have influences on the child’s 

comprehension and understanding skills when developing their reading skills. This is 

explored further by Lindley (n.d.) that not only is the use of props key, as shown by 

the storyteller in the videos, but the importance of repeating and showing the story 

multiple times and ensuring that settings and practitioners make time to make use of 

stories in their day to day activities introducing those key words and making links 
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with the props at hand to emphasise the story. The storyteller made use of a puppet 

and soft toy sheep, as way to engage with the children and to keep them interested 

in what you have to say.  

There are views in which could counter the benefits of the use of props, in the 

storyteller videos, there seemed to be too many props or items at hand. This could 

prove overwhelming, distracting and could lead to a lack of attention in the story. 

Stadler and Ward (2010) who explore the effect of props during a reading or 

storytelling session with a group or classroom of children, they explore what effect it 

had on the structure and the reaction to the storyteller. They delved further that props 

helped children to develop their language and oral skills when it comes to describing 

and processing what they were seeing using props. However, they noted that there 

were no further effects on having too many props or adding unneeded complexities 

to the story. They also noted that a well ground and holistic reading sessions for 

children with or without props will still benefits the children’s reading skills regardless.  

 

Third skill  

 

A final skills that could be seen during the storyteller’s session is the use of 

questioning language and asking open ended questions to the children, this could be 

seen as a way to make the story more inclusive, create involvement from the 

children, support critical thinking and for the children to be able to imagine the story 

they are hearing. When observing the storyteller, they would ask, ‘what is next?’ 

make a change in their tone of voice in a questioning manner, which gives an open-

ended meaning to their reading. Ghosh (2024) in their own work, explores the 

importance of questioning in storytelling, it can provide an insight on where the 

children are developmentally, their engagement and if their remembering the story 

and absorbing information. Furthermore, taking moments to allow questions to be 

shared, the storyteller in the videos asked who the Sheep is or ‘what’s in this bottle?’ 

This gives a push and confidence for children engage and participate. Ghosh (2024) 

makes additional points on the number of questions that may be asked in any 

storytelling session, they give note that a storytelling session should not have more 

than 2-3 question if the story is on the short side.  

All this is of paramount importance as it influences further cognitive development and 

understanding in the areas of language, oracy, writing and reading. Salmon and 

Barrera (2021) explore the dangers of not valuing question from children and young 

people, practitioners need to provide an environment and moments for questioning. 

There are several benefits that link to children’s development, for children are to 

build on their own learning, share, and work with their peers, making use of language 

and oracy to communicate their curiosity, wants and needs. Costa and Kallick (2015) 

emphasise the importance of questioning and for children to get in the habit of 
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questioning different situations in life, it is not simply just about storytelling, but the 

need for children to be thinking and engage in critical thinking throughout their lives. 

Bower (2014) points out that regardless of the medium or type of communication, be 

that through signalong, written or oral communication. These all link to giving 

children and young people a voice and with that voice feel empowered to use it to 

ask questions, to be curious, to developing relationships and friendships with peers 

and family.  

Grace (2026) explores the theories of Piaget, and it links to importance of 

questioning in supporting the language development of children. Making links to the 

preoperational stage, which looks at children ages two to seven years of age. Who 

develops confidence and understanding in using language. With questioning in mind, 

children would still need support and scaffolding in being able to develop sufficient 

understanding and confidence to use them. Repetition and patience are needed to 

support children in their language development.  

Conclusion  

Undertaking research on the nature and importance of not just using storytelling as a 

tool, but the wider impact it has on children language development in that moment 

and later in life. Researchers and theorist all have a different angle when looking at 

this subject matter and shows the complexities of language development and how 

practitioners can be supporting this in the setting. numerous points were being made 

and raised on how to support pupils, how storytelling benefits children and 

storytelling is only but one tool to support language aquations. Looking at the videos 

of the storyteller, less props could have been beneficial, allow more instances of 

pauses and leading question and ensuring sufficient time to allow the process of 

information.  

Storytelling play a fundamental place in any child or educational setting, enabling 

young minds to unleash the imagination freely with their peers and beyond.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Student Number: 2506455 
Module Code: ECEY5004/C 
Word count: 2,166 

8 
 

 

Reference list  

 

Recording Reference list  

 

Chambers, S. (1999) Barty’s ketchup catastrophe. London: Piccadilly Press. 

Widgit (n.d.) Widgit Online. Available at: https://widgitonline.com/en/home (Accessed: 

14 October 2026). 

 

Paper Reference list 

Agosto, D.E. (2016) ‘Why storytelling matters: unveiling the literacy benefits of 

storytelling’, Children and Libraries, 14(2), pp. 21–26. Available at: 

https://journals.ala.org/index.php/cal/article/view/5990 (Accessed: 14 October 2026). 

American Montessori Society (2025) AMS Family Connection: October 2025 [PDF]. 

Available at: https://summitmontessori.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/AMS-Family-

Connection_-October-2025-3-4.pdf (Accessed: 18 October 2026). 

Bakhtin, M. (1981) The dialogic imagination: four essays. Edited by M. Holquist. 

Translated by C. Emerson and M. Holquist. Austin, TX: University of Texas Press. 

Bingham, G.E., Quinn, M.F. and Gerde, H.K. (2017) ‘Examining early childhood 

teachers’ writing practices: associations between pedagogical supports and 

children’s writing skills’, Young Children. Available at: 

https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/nov2017/emergent-writing (Accessed: 16 

October 2026). 

BookTrust (n.d.) What makes a good storyteller? Available at: 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/resources/find-resources/what-makes-a-good-

storyteller/ (Accessed: 14 October 2026). 

Bower, V. (ed.) (2014) Developing early literacy 0–8: from theory to practice. London: 

SAGE Publications Ltd. Available at: https://research.ebsco.com/plink/f1e780db-

76ad-3998-b9c9-0e804cf462c1 (Accessed: 24 October 2026). 

Bruner, J.S. (1983) Child’s talk: learning to use language. Oxford: Oxford University 

Press. 

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough NHS Foundation Trust (2020) Storytelling skills – 

Blank Level 3 [PDF]. Available at: https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/download/storytelling-

skills-blank-level-3pdf.pdf?ver=1022&doc=docm93jijm4n769.pdf (Accessed: 15 

October 2026). 

https://widgitonline.com/en/home
https://journals.ala.org/index.php/cal/article/view/5990
https://summitmontessori.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/AMS-Family-Connection_-October-2025-3-4.pdf
https://summitmontessori.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/AMS-Family-Connection_-October-2025-3-4.pdf
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/nov2017/emergent-writing
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/resources/find-resources/what-makes-a-good-storyteller/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/resources/find-resources/what-makes-a-good-storyteller/
https://research.ebsco.com/plink/f1e780db-76ad-3998-b9c9-0e804cf462c1
https://research.ebsco.com/plink/f1e780db-76ad-3998-b9c9-0e804cf462c1
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/download/storytelling-skills-blank-level-3pdf.pdf?ver=1022&doc=docm93jijm4n769.pdf
https://www.cpft.nhs.uk/download/storytelling-skills-blank-level-3pdf.pdf?ver=1022&doc=docm93jijm4n769.pdf


Student Number: 2506455 
Module Code: ECEY5004/C 
Word count: 2,166 

9 
 

Cekaite, A. and Björk-Willén, P. (2018) ‘Enchantment in storytelling: Co-operation 

and participation in children’s aesthetic experience’, Linguistics and Education, 48, 

pp. 52–60. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.linged.2018.08.005 (Accessed: 14 

October 2026). 

Costa, A. and Kallick, B. (2015) ‘Five strategies for questioning with intention’, 

Educational Leadership, 73(1), pp. 66–69. Available at: 

https://www.ascd.org/el/articles/five-strategies-for-questioning-with-intention. 

Crawford, K. (2021) ‘Study reveals impact of too much parental involvement’, 

Stanford Report, 11 March. Available at: 

https://news.stanford.edu/stories/2021/03/study-reveals-impact-much-parental-

involvement (Accessed: 16 October 2026). 

Ghosh, R. (2024) ‘What kind of questions do you ask when you tell stories to 

children?’, Your Story Bag, 2 July. Available at: https://www.yourstorybag.com/what-

kind-of-questions-do-you-ask-when-you-tell-stories-to-children/ (Accessed: 20 

October 2026). 

Grace, E. (2026) ‘Piaget’s theory of cognitive development’, Kids Development, 16 

May. Available at: 

https://www.kidsdevelopment.co.uk/PiagetsCognitiveDevelopmentTheory.html 

(Accessed: 24 October 2026). 

Hjetland, H.N., Lervåg, A., Lyster, S.-A.H., Hagtvet, B.E., Hulme, C. and Melby-

Lervåg, M. (2019) ‘Pathways to reading comprehension: a longitudinal study from 4 

to 9 years of age’, Journal of Educational Psychology, 111(5), pp. 751–763. Available 

at: https://doi.org/10.1037/edu0000321. 

Khairuddin, N.E.N. and Baharuddin, N. (2026) ‘Visual language of animation: 

exploring props as semiotic tools for storytelling’, International Journal of Research 

and Innovation in Social Science, 10(8), pp. 12756–12766. Available at: 

https://doi.org/10.47772/IJRISS.2026.100800868 (Accessed: 17 October 2026). 

Kucirkova, N. (2018) How and why to read and create children’s digital books: a 

guide for primary practitioners. London: UCL Press. 

Larson, J. (2014) Making literacy real: theories and practices for learning and 

teaching. Edited by J. Marsh. London: SAGE Publications. 

Lindley, M. (n.d.) The importance of storytelling and using props. Available at: 

https://www.madeleinelindley.com/blog/importance-of-story-telling-and-using-props 

(Accessed: 20 October 2026). 

Salmon, A.K. and Barrera, M.X. (2021) ‘Intentional questioning to promote thinking 

and learning’, Thinking Skills and Creativity, 40, article 100822. Available at: 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tsc.2021.100822 (Accessed: 24 October 2026). 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.linged.2018.08.005?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ascd.org/el/articles/five-strategies-for-questioning-with-intention
https://news.stanford.edu/stories/2021/03/study-reveals-impact-much-parental-involvement
https://news.stanford.edu/stories/2021/03/study-reveals-impact-much-parental-involvement
https://www.yourstorybag.com/what-kind-of-questions-do-you-ask-when-you-tell-stories-to-children/
https://www.yourstorybag.com/what-kind-of-questions-do-you-ask-when-you-tell-stories-to-children/
https://www.kidsdevelopment.co.uk/PiagetsCognitiveDevelopmentTheory.html
https://doi.org/10.1037/edu0000321
https://doi.org/10.47772/IJRISS.2026.100800868
https://www.madeleinelindley.com/blog/importance-of-story-telling-and-using-props
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tsc.2021.100822


Student Number: 2506455 
Module Code: ECEY5004/C 
Word count: 2,166 

10 
 

Society for Storytelling (n.d.) Oracy and storytelling in schools: recent developments. 

Available at: https://www.sfs.org.uk/oracy-and-storytelling-in-schools-recent-

developments/ (Accessed: 15 October 2026). 

Stadler, M.A. and Ward, G.C. (2010) ‘The effect of props on story retells in the 

classroom’, Reading Horizons: A Journal of Literacy and Language Arts, 50(3). 

Available at: https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/reading_horizons/vol50/iss3/4/ 

(Accessed: 20 October 2026). 

Stronger Practice Hubs (n.d.) Bringing stories to life: the power of props. Available at: 

https://www.strongerpracticehubs.org.uk/hubs/yh/st-edmunds-

eysph/resources/bringing-stories-life-power-props (Accessed: 17 October 2026). 

Vygotsky, L.S. (1978) Mind in society: the development of higher psychological 

processes. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 

Whitehead, M.R. (2009) Supporting language and literacy development in the early 

years. 2nd edn. Maidenhead: Open University Press. 

 

https://www.sfs.org.uk/oracy-and-storytelling-in-schools-recent-developments/
https://www.sfs.org.uk/oracy-and-storytelling-in-schools-recent-developments/
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/reading_horizons/vol50/iss3/4/
https://www.strongerpracticehubs.org.uk/hubs/yh/st-edmunds-eysph/resources/bringing-stories-life-power-props
https://www.strongerpracticehubs.org.uk/hubs/yh/st-edmunds-eysph/resources/bringing-stories-life-power-props

