	
	
	



[bookmark: _GoBack]How important was the concept of spiritual reward in motivating people to go Crusade?

This essay will argue how important it truly was for people to go on the Crusade to gain the spiritual rewards offered. To break down the question, the key terms in context of this essay are defined as the following; spiritual is defined as “Relating to or affecting the human spirit or soul as opposed to material or physical things”[footnoteRef:1]. Reward is defined as “A fair return for good or bad behaviour”[footnoteRef:2]. Spiritual reward is defined as the return on one's spirit and soul for the good or bad deeds an individual has completed in their lifetime. Finally, Crusade is defined as “A vigorous campaign for political, social, or religious change”.[footnoteRef:3] The church at the time was essentially split into two forms of the church. The church of the western world was that of what we would not call the Roman Catholic Church, whereas the church of the eastern world was that of the Eastern Orthodox Church. These two forms of the church are both very similar and yet also differ quite a lot.   [1:  Lexico, ‘spiritual’, https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/spiritual [Accessed 23/01/2020]]  [2:  Lexico, ‘reward’, https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/reward [Accessed 23/01/2020]]  [3:  Lexico, ‘crusade’, https://www.lexico.com/en/definition/Crusade [Accessed 23/01/2020]] 


The Crusades began in 1095 and ended in 1492. During this period, there were a total of nine Crusades along with smaller events that initially led to this. The Crusades were originally medieval expeditions made by people from Europe to go and recover the holy land from Muslims during the Eleventh century, Twelfth century and Thirteenth century. Most of the Crusades happened in and around the holy land. Debatably, Crusades were also a huge campaign for people politically, socially and to hopefully gain religious change. This was because in this time, people were incredibly religious and a lot of motives for going on the Crusades were for specific religious reasons. Throughout this time, people would have followed the papacy. The papacy is the Pope and the papal household. Because the Pope is the head of the catholic chruch, people would have done virtually anything that the Pope would have told them as they believed it was the word of God himself. Pope Urban II was the first Pope to order the first Crusade. Pope Urban II is famously known for initiating the First Crusade. He also strongly preached how going on Crusade would help forgive sins and help people repent.

Pope Urban II was born in 1035 to a noble family in northern France. Urban was an educated man having studied at a school linked to Reims cathedral, this is also where Urban was canon and then archdeacon. Urban left Reims for Cluny where he was granted the title of Grand Prior. During 1084 Urban worked in Germany in the attempt to gather support for Pope Gregory VII, shortly after Pope Gregory’s death Urban was declared Pope, 12 March 1088, unfortunately Urban was in exile at this point and it was not until 6 years later in 1094 that the now Pope Urban II was able to set foot in Rome. In March of 1095 Pope Urban II was presented with a request from the Byzantine Emperor Alexius I Comnenus to aid with fighting against the Turks. This led to the first Crusade, which was itself largely directed at the French who wished to go fight as the Spanish were required to fight the Muslims within Spain.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  University of Michigan, ‘Pope Urban II’, http://www.umich.edu/~marcons/Crusades/timeline/Urban.html [Accessed 23/01/2020]] 


However, not everyone went on the Crusades just for the spiritual reward gained. Knights would go off to fight because they were bored of everyday life and needed something exceptional to do to keep occupied and if families had to many males' children, to stop them fighting, they would also go off on Crusade. It also gave peasants who worked hard, a chance to take a break from everyday life by taking the opportunity to go on Crusade.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  History Crunch, ‘WHY DID EUROPEANS FIGHT IN THE CRUSADES’, https://www.historycrunch.com/why-did-europeans-fight-in-the-Crusades.html#/ [Accessed 23/01/2020]] 


Firstly, many people would have been spiritually rewarded for going on Crusade, the people who would be involved with the reward was anyone who had wanted to be forgiven. Most people would have gone to make their sins be forgiven by God. 

The most important reason for going on Crusades, were because of the idea of which a spiritual reward was given to the Crusaders. This was a massive gain to common people. By going on Crusade, it was said that if people had sins, for which ever reason, this was a way of which the sins could all be forgiven. ‘The spiritual reward was the indulgence, or the forgiveness, of sins’.[footnoteRef:6] This statement could mean that people who were going on Crusade, were told that by doing such a good thing you will be able to have all your bad sins taken away. Due to the mass population in this time being religious, this would have been a fantastic opportunity to absolve one's sins. This is a big pointer towards spiritual reward and spiritual retribution, where one man or woman could repent on their own sins or on the sins of their loved ones. An example of this is going on Crusade to repent for the sins of suicide, as in the medieval era suicide was deemed as being one of the greatest sins of all. By going on the Crusade, they would then be forgiven by God.  [6:  R, Rooney & A, Miller, The Crusades: Motivations, Administration, and Cultural Influence. December 10, 2010. ] 


You owe a great debt, O Rhys, to your kinsman, the archdeacon, who has taken a hundred or so of 'your men to serve the Lord; for if he had only spoken in Welsh, you would not have had a soul left.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Internet Archive, ‘The itinerary through wales : The description of wales’, http://www.archive.org/stream/itinerarythroug00girauoft/itinerarythroug00girauoft_djvu.txt [Accessed 23/01/2020]] 


As stated from this comment by Gerald of Wales, who is quoting Archbishop Baldwin on Gerald's journey around Wales. This quote is citing the need for spiritual reward and the need of spiritual absolution of sin. It seems to mention that the man known as Rhys has around one hundred men who had gone on Crusade and had gained that spiritual reward and spiritual absolution, whereas Rhys does not seem to have gone on Crusade with his men. The result of this is that Rhys’ soul has been sold to the devil/Satan, however, Rhys is only standing due to the devil/Satan not being able to speak Welsh. 

As mentioned above, forgiveness for sins in this period were vast. People would strive for trying to be undone by their sins and be forgiven by God. To also been seen by God, citizens would go on Crusade to please him. It was seen massively as a spiritual reward and was also merited by God.[footnoteRef:8] The main reason of why people wanted to get forgiven by God, was mainly so they would be able to get into heaven in the afterlife. To the people, being forgiven for their sins by going on Crusades meant everything.  [8:  A. L, Bysted, the Crusade indulgence, Spiritual Rewards and the Theology of the Crusade c. 1095-1216] 


On the other hand, people had many other reasons for heading off on Crusade personally. Many opportunities for people going on Crusade included ones such as for their religion. Balderic of Dol who as an archbishop of the church, had written a document to get people to go on Crusade. In this piece, Balderic had emphasised massively on what he was writing by stating that; “it is a beautiful thing to die for Christ in that city in which he died for us”.[footnoteRef:9] If people during this time had heard this, they would probably have been influenced to go massively as it was a magnificent thing to fight and die where Christ also died, to the deeply religious yet also fighting people would have been greatly significant.  [9:  A. C, Krey, The First Crusade: The Accounts of Eyewitnesses and Participants, (Princeton: 1921), 33-36.] 


When comparing the reasons of why a common citizen chose to go on Crusade and a person of noble birth, one could look at the differing factors for their venture. As stated above, common people went on Crusade to escape everyday life and to take a break as it was tough as well as the potential to increase their individual wealth as even a small amount of gold would have been significant to the normal person. Whereas, someone like a lord would be going on Crusade to gain possibly more power and land to benefit themselves more sufficiently. When a lord would go on Crusade, he would also take his knights with him. Knights again had their own reasons for why they would go on Crusade, but mostly to join their leader and maybe gain some power for themselves personally. Knights would also go on Crusade because they were bored back in their hometowns and wanted to get involved with new situations. As like with the normal person both the lords and knights could have also taken plunder during their travels on Crusade, unlike the normal lay person the lords and knights could potentially have the possibility to gain some lands whilst they were out on Crusade. 

In conclusion, when summarising all the information gathered above, the answer to the question could be given as being both of great importance as well as of lesser importance for going on Crusade. This is because, when looking at individual groups of people, they went on Crusade for many different reasons. As stated above, common people went on Crusade for the break of everyday life and the hardship that came along with living in this time. A lot of people would still have been religious but also had other reasons to go on Crusade. The standard lay person of the time would possibly have gone on Crusade for the forgiveness of sin, for the spiritual reward and spiritual retribution that could be gained from the ventures of Crusade, with still being able to gain some more wealth and skill. For the God-fearing common person, the spiritual reward would have likely been of greater importance than any other reason for going on Crusade. For the people of noble birth and noble descent this may have been different. The lords and knights who went on Crusade could have greatly benefitted from the increase in wealth it may have brought as well as the power and land that also come into possession. For the person of noble birth and descent the spiritual reward would have still been important, as just like the god-fearing lay persons the noble lords and knights were still very much god-fearing folk. Overall, the importance of the concept of spiritual reward was very important, but may not have been the main reason that people went on Crusade. As explained the other reasons are also very compelling for people to go on Crusade and profit from the suffering of others. For these reasons this essay has concluded that the importance of the concept of spiritual reward would have varied person to person, therefore there is no one single answer for the question however there is multiple answers.
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