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Introduction

This essay is aimed at using a theme, which I have chosen to be On Safari. I will be looking at how you will embed the six areas of learning which are communication and language, physical development, personal, social and emotional development, literacy, mathematics, understanding the world and expressive arts. I will also be looking at the four purposes which were in the Donaldson Review and these were designed to help all children and young people become ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives, enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work, ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world, ready to be citizens of Wales and the world, healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society. I will be demonstrating how this can be done using the Safari topic using the cross curricular approach to teaching.

The second part will be looking at the research of the cross-curricular approach and discuss the arguments for and against this approach in teaching.

Going on Safari

Having looked at the different resources that can be used in the classroom to enable me as a teacher to embed the four purposes and six areas of learning it was encouraging to see that there a may resources that can be adapted to ensure that the cross curricular approach is embedded. I looked at using a book “We all went on Safari” by Laurie Krebs. The book is about a group of friends on a counting journey through the grasslands of Tanzania. Along the way, the children encounter all sorts of animals including elephants, lions and monkeys, while counting. Within the book there is also a map giving facts and figures about different cultures and differences in the animals, this will encompass the four purposes and the six areas of learning.

By implementing cross-curricular teaching when reading the book with the children it will enhance their literacy being able to learn the names of the animals in English and Welsh. To check their ability to do this I would provide them with a work sheet, which I have prepared and is in the appendix of the essay. The book is centred on counting the animals as the children go through the jungle. To enhance this I would ask them to count how many legs there are with all the animals on one page and depending on the age and ability of the children that I would be teaching I would ask then for them to tell me how many legs would be on the page if I took a particular animal away or added an animal.
Having finished reading he book and discussing it with the children I would introduce the other six areas of learning. The children could choose their favourite animal from the jungle allowing them to learn to make choices and design a mask using recycled materials. Once the mask has been made the children could then decide how they could make the noise of their chosen animals using musical instruments or their voice. As all the different animals move in different ways the children in groups to allow them to work together can copy one of the sections from the book of the animals in the jungle getting them to move around for example striding like a leopard or climbing like a monkey. Whilst the group is doing this the other group could be using digital equipment such as IPads to record the children and to play it back to the group. To enable science to be embedded I would look at the different habitats within the jungle that the animals would need to live in, the children could create a miniature jungle environment within a section of the classroom putting the animals they have chosen into their different environments and the different plans within the jungle. This lesson will allow the children to explore new things leaving them with the passion to continue learning more information. By setting individual tasks and group tasks this will help prepare the children to play a part in day-to-day life individually and in groups. The task will encompass English, Welsh and further afield possibly going deeper into information in the jungle by learning facts and figures about Tazmanaian and Massai people that are spoken about in the book. The introduction of the rainforest into the jungle/Safari input will allow a whole avenue of the damage to the environment and how this can affect the animals to show how important it is that we cherish them and protect them.

I am going to look next at why there is a need for cross-curricular teaching. As can be seen from the ideas for the lesson above it is very easy to use cross-curricular activities in every day teaching if the teachers have the time to plan. The children do not just learn in the classroom they learn on the yard during playtime for example and this is often referred to as informal learning. They learn from each other’s experiences and by embedding different subjects such as literacy and numeracy through all their activities and lessons the children are actually learning without realising it.



What do we mean by Cross Curricular?
“When the skills, knowledge and attitudes are applied to a single experience, problem, question, theme or idea” (Barnes, 2011 P10)

There have been numerous researches on cross-curricular teaching and learning. Dewey 1987 (pages 77-80) had a more Democratic approach whereby Steines approach appeared to be more spiritual and personal and he appeared to be more focussed on teaching through separated subjects.
Between 1989-2010 the National Curriculum consisted of 10 subjects although 11 if Religious Education was included. However cross-curricular teaching and learning was not introduced until the mid 1990’s.
The review of education and a National Curriculum came into being in 2013 and as Jim Rose stated that due to the ability to manage time the teachers didn’t have the time to enable children to engage adequately with every subject (Rose, 2009 paragraph 2.3)
Rose had numerous concerns, which were mainly centred on the flexibility available to teachers as a result of external pressures. (Rose 2009, paragraph 2.4). 

To demonstrate my understanding of cross-curricular teaching and learning I will use my teaching example provided above.
Initially the lesson is about a book and reading so prior to cross curricular teaching this would then have been a lesson on concentrating on English/Literacy however by embedding the different subjects through the lesson such as Maths, Health, science the lesson has a broader learning opportunity for the children and will allow the teacher to be more creative with the lessons. During the lesson the teacher would need to keep the topics relevant and current. This is where the introduction in my example of recycling and the effects on the environment would be achieved. This will encourage the children to be motivated and creative which in turn will help sustain their interest in the topic for the present time and in the future.
During my lesson I have mainly used Hierarchical cross-curricular learning. This is where I have used Literacy as the main subject (Superior) and then the other areas of learning such as maths, music and health.English


Music

Health
Maths

The main problem that I can see from the numerous pieces of research for this type of cross curricular teaching and learning is that for example if I as a teacher enjoyed and felt confident in the teaching of English but not maths I could predominantly teach English as the superior subject and the maths would always be the embedded and not be the superior topic, this then may result in the children not progressing so much in the inferior subject. (Barnes, Cross-Curricular Learning 3-14, page 67.)
When teaching is looked at over a period of time in detail it is clear to see that on many occasions depending on the style of teaching cross-curricular teaching and learning has been happening but has not been identified as such.

Using Cross Curricular teaching allows the children to use multiple skills to achieve multiple objectives during a lesson. The three different approaches to cross-curricular teaching are Fusion, multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary.

Fusion uses for example maths and science together to achieve the objectives however if the child doesn’t fully understand the initial learning which is the base for the lesson this may make them struggle with the subjects, for example if they haven’t had he initial input in previous lesson such as IT skills this could disadvantage them from the beginning. 
Multidisciplinary teaches one topic through different subjects. Interdisciplinary is used to teach a topic across different curricular topics for example art and science.

Cross-curricular teaching however does come with its advantages and disadvantages. Firstly the positives, this is where it makes the lesson more interactive and allows the children to learn from each other. It also allows children who believe that they are not any good at a subject such as maths will then sometimes instantly take a disliking and put a barrier to learning up straight away to the learning however with it embedded into the lesson sometime the children don’t realise that they are actually learning maths and they are in fact having fun.

Barnes, 2012 believed though that “subject progression is difficult to achieve, even when only two subjects are involved, it is almost impossible with three or more”. He also stated in 2011 “Cross Curricular teaching is risky. Sometimes a well prepared topic does not catch the imagination it hoped for”.
Having read the some research and reviewed the advantages and disadvantages it would appear that cross curricular teaching requires a lot of planning and time for the teachers to have the ability to discuss the cross curricular teaching. Quite often time is something that the teachers are unable to have which would then create poor cross curricular inputs and the outcomes for the children would not be the required result.

With the use of cross-curricular teaching the children will undoubtedly get the whole experience their time in during primary education. This will allow them to become good citizens that have the ability to master a variety of skills. The importance of feeling confident about themselves and the ability to know how to stay safe and healthy will be as a result of this style of teaching.

Having considered all the research and evidence in my opinion pointing towards the benefits of Cross-Curricular teaching outweighing the negatives it makes it clear when as a teacher you look at the themes that are required to be taught; how easy it is to implement it within the lesson planning.

For example the theme of the weather, which all children need to learn provides the opportunity for all elements to be included; Art by painting the change in the colour of the autumn leaves. Using digital books/Ipads looking at different event linked to the weather and how this has caused disasters.  Demonstrating moves in physical education to the effects of a Hurricane or Tornados. Maths would include graphs, weather maps. Science would include using a thermometer and sometimes making a thermometer. Measuring air quality/pollution. These are all relevant to the four purposes and six elements needed for effective cross-curricular teaching.

It is important to remember when discussing cross-curricular teaching and learning what John Dewey said, 

“If we teach today’s students the same as we taught yesterdays we rob them of the moment.”
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