	
	
	



To What Extent Does The Female Religious Figure Iemanjá Challenge Patriarchal Gender Division In Brazil? 

This essay will aim to provide a background on patriarchal gender division in Brazil, the goddess Iemanjá and the Afro-Brazilian religions of Candomblé and Umbanda. It will also aim to explore how the goddess Iemanjá challenges patriarchal gender division. Carole Myscofski suggested that there are three major streams of religions in Brazil that are able to offer different roles to women and that some of these religions offer more limited roles than others.[footnoteRef:30530] The first stream is the official Roman Catholicism which offers two roles to women, these are to become either a religious recluse or nun, or being a Catholic wife and mother.[footnoteRef:1775] The second stream is popularly interpreted or ‘folk’ Catholicism, which offers women the roles of becoming ‘scaristães’ meaning local prayer leaders or ‘beatas’ meaning holy women.[footnoteRef:10653] The third stream is Umbanda, which offers roles to women both as followers and in leadership. The roles that Umbanda offers to women include priestesses, initiates and participants.[footnoteRef:23070] [30530:  Myscofski, Carole A., 'Women's Religious Roles in Brazil: A History of Limitations', Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion, Vol 1 (1985), Pages 43-44]  [1775:  Myscofski, Carole A., 'Women's Religious Roles in Brazil: A History of Limitations', Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion, Vol 1 (1985), Pages 43-44
]  [10653:  Myscofski, Carole A., 'Women's Religious Roles in Brazil: A History of Limitations', Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion, Vol 1 (1985), Pages 43-44
]  [23070:  Myscofski, Carole A., 'Women's Religious Roles in Brazil: A History of Limitations', Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion, Vol 1 (1985), Pages 43-44
] 


The goddess Iemanjá is a female religious figure in Athro-Brazilian religions such as Umbanda and Candomblé. Iemanjá is seen as the Queen of the sea, the goddess of salt water and the mother of the orishas.[footnoteRef:26372] The goddess Iemanjá is widely ‘syncretised’ with the virgin Mary in Brazil.[footnoteRef:2161] The reason for this ‘syncretisation’ is largely due to the colonisation of Brazil, as the slaves that were imported from Africa were forced to practice Catholicism, so some of them syncretised their gods and goddesses to saints in Catholicism, since it is a common practice to pray to saints in Catholicism.[footnoteRef:5687] This enabled the slaves to pray to their gods and goddess while claiming they were just praying to a saint.[footnoteRef:23988] The goddess Iemanjá also gets ‘syncretised’ to the virgin Mary as they are both motherly figures.[footnoteRef:20902]  [26372:  Rosario, Cláudia, 'The Ladies of the Water: Iemanjá, Oxum, Oiá, and A Living Faith', Wagadu: A Journal of Transnational Women's & Gender Studies Vol 3 (2006), Page 142]  [2161:  Rosario, Cláudia, 'The Ladies of the Water: Iemanjá, Oxum, Oiá, and A Living Faith', Wagadu: A Journal of Transnational Women's & Gender Studies Vol 3 (2006), Page 144]  [5687:  Smart, Ninian, The World's Religions, (Cambridge University Press, 1989), Chapter 24 Latin America and The Caribbean, Pages 534&536]  [23988:  Smart, Ninian, The World's Religions, (Cambridge University Press, 1989), Chapter 24 Latin America and The Caribbean, Pages 534&536
]  [20902:  Rosario, Cláudia, 'The Ladies of the Water: Iemanjá, Oxum, Oiá, and A Living Faith', Wagadu: A Journal of Transnational Women's & Gender Studies Vol 3 (2006), Page 147] 


One form of patriarchal gender division in Brazil can be found in the Catholic church, as Catholicism allows for men to have leadership positions such as being priests, while women are limited to being wife and mother or a religious recluse such as a nun.[footnoteRef:17941] This is limiting for women as this means that they can only have little to no influence about decisions made about them by the men in charge. However, it is worth mentioning that ’folk’ Catholicism does offer the role of ’beatas’ and ’scaristães’ to women (What are there they? What do they do?), but these roles are not officially recognised by the Catholic church.[footnoteRef:14176] However, Afro-Brazilian religions such as Candomblé and Umbanda give women the opportunity of having leadership roles such as being a priestess.[footnoteRef:11335] [17941:  Myscofski, Carole A., 'Women's Religious Roles in Brazil: A History of Limitations', Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion, Vol 1 (1985), Pages 43-44

]  [14176:  Myscofski, Carole A., 'Women's Religious Roles in Brazil: A History of Limitations', Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion, Vol 1 (1985), Pages 43-44
]  [11335:  Myscofski, Carole A., 'Women's Religious Roles in Brazil: A History of Limitations', Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion, Vol 1 (1985), Pages 43-44
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