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Introduction
Llanelli is steeped with so much history, but very little is known about it, obviously there was the industrial revolution which had put Wales on the map. Wales had become the second largest industrial nation, behind England. The growth in within the heavy industry had been fuelled by the Seven Years’ War (1756-63) (The industrial revolution, The Welsh economy in the mid 18th century, 2004). 
We know that Llanelli was once a quiet very rural place to live until the industrial revolution, that’s when things had started to change for Llanelli, it was for the better due to work being available as agricultural farming was mainly family run and not being able to afford to pay employees to help out. Because of this many had moved closer to Llanelli, homes were built for families, schools for the children. So, what had happened to the town of Llanelli that we know of it today. 
Well many things happened to make that change, but first a little bit of history so that we can understand more of why it the town it is now. 


History of Llanelli
First of all, a lot of history is unknown, we all know that Llanelli was exporting ‘sea coal’ and had been trading with France with the middle ages. Much had changed after the death of Chauncey Townsend’s son-in-law, who had minimal interest in the land, this had led to new people arriving in the area and were able to buy leases (91 years extended). With this Alexander Raby had decided to set up residence in Llanelli, he had made this move due to the act of Parliament to extend leases (Hannam, 2019) . 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Alexander had a furnace just outside of Llanelli, this furnace had played a massive part in the Napoleonic Wars. It was reported by the Cambrian Newspaper in 1804, that four furnaces were working day and night, which solely confined to the service of the Board of Ordnance to Raby and Co. for cannon and shot. Alexander’s activity had brought much attention to the area from other industrialists who had brought and developed in the area (Hannam, 2019). 
So, with the industrial revolution and things moving in the right direction for Llanelli there were many other things that happened. In October 24th, 1836 Llanelly Poor Law Union was formed. The operation was over seen by an elected Board of Guardians, 17 in number, being 10 constituents’ parishes: (Higginbotham, 2000)
County of Carmarthenshire: Bettws, Kidwelly, St. Mary (2), Llanedy, Llanelly (4), Llangennach, Llanon (2), Pembrey (3). (Higginbotham, 2000)
The Llanelly workhouses were erected in 1837-38 at the north side of Swansea Road. It was authorised by The Poor Law Commissioners for an expenditure of £2,800 to construct the build which would then accommodate up to 200 inmates. (Higginbotham, 2000)
The workhouses followed a popular square plan with a two-storey entrance and administrative block at the south, connecting to a central supervisory hub. Regarding the accommodation it had ranged from the different classes of inmates (male/female, infirm/able-bodied) were in the north, east and west areas in between forming segregate exercise yards.  There would be a separate block to the north which would house the workhouse infirmary or idiot wards as they call it. (Higginbotham, 2000)
It is known that the troops had billeted at the workhouse during the Rebecca Riots of 1842-3 and one of the ringleaders, David Davies, was held there for interrogation before being removed the County Goal at Carmarthen and later transported to Australia. (Higginbotham, 2000). 
From 1930, the workhouse had been predesignated as a Public Assistance Institution, then in 1948 it had become Bryntirion Hospital and continued to supply geriatric care until its closure in September 2004. The site is now being redeveloped but, after a successful campaign by the local Llanelli Community Heritage group, the entrance and hub sections of the old building are to be preserved. (Higginbotham, 2000)
Many people that had grown up in Llanelli do not really know much about the history, there was one story in particular that had been hidden from history. So, in August 1911 railway strikes had taken place in Llanelli as well as across other towns and cities in the UK due to pay.  
Hundreds of men had gathered near the railway station in Llanelli to stop any trains passing through.  One train had managed to get through the crowds, so the men had decided to run after it and soldiers had opened fire. Although there had been many victims, there were two in particular that had absolutely nothing to do with the strike that was happening. Two of the victims were just innocent young men who had come out from their homes to see what going on these young men were John “Jac” John aged 21 years and Leonard Worsell aged 19 years.  
John ‘Jac’ John had worked at the Morewood Tinplate Works, he was a promising rugby player for the Oriental Stars. He was one of the most popular men in town. He had come out into the streets in solidarity with the poorer rail workers. He was shot in the chest; the bullet had gone into his lung. (Remembering the working-class martyrs of Llanelli, 2010)
Leonard Worsell was a 19-year-old labourer from Penge, London. He had been suffering with tuberculosis, an endemic disease of the urban poor, he was being treated at the Allymynydd sanatorium.  He spent his weekend leave in Llanelli, he had interrupted his shaving to see what all the fuss was about. He was shot with a bullet to the heart. (Remembering the working-class martyrs of Llanelli, 2010)
Due to the death of these two young men and sending shockwaves through the town it had caused the men that were striking to cause damage and looting. They had marched to the railway station, smashed windows etc, at the time of this going on there was a large meeting going on in the town. 
The railway strikes had taken place as part of a great wave of the industrial struggles from 1910-14, this was known as The Great Unrest. In Britain, this had taken general strike proportions: earlier in August 1911 two protesters had been shot dead in Liverpool during a transport strike. (Remembering the working-class martyrs of Llanelli, 2010)
In the South Wales areas had been under virtual military occupation – mass struggles by miners, dockers and now rail workers were sweeping aside their timider leaders in a general rank-and-file rebellion. 
It is in part that the uncompromising nature of this class revolt that it caused to be hidden from history. There was backlash from the media and from political and religious leaders was immediate and savage. The Llanelly Guardian had reported it as “a howling, reckless, lawless mob bent on riot, destruction and plunder”, they had completely ignored the fact that it was suppression of the strike and the killing of two young men that had provoked further disturbances. (Remembering the working-class martyrs of Llanelli, 2010)
The Llanelli Mercury August 24th, 1911 had reported how “Saturday will be ever memorable in the history of Llanelli, for surely never was such a concentration of horrors crowded into a short 12 hours” (Llanelli group plans fatal rail strike centenary events, 2010)
It is sad that these remarkable events had been wiped from the working-class history. It is sad that many people who have lived in Llanelli all their lives do not really know anything about the towns struggle, and why it struggled. 
Chips were a staple lunch on a Saturday afternoon, from Parsells in Elizabeth Street; there would sometimes be a queue that would stretch out if their front room round passage and into the small front garden.
She had learnt to ride a bike on the area at the end of Anne Street, which had become the Old Lodge, now demolished. 
Anne Street was a street where doors were never lock during the day, a community where people would help each other out, stand on their door steps talking to each other and children played outside on the street, it was a community where people looked out for each other. 
Unfortunately, the houses on Anne Street were demolished around 32 years ago now, it is a shame that although the houses were built to last, their demolition had brought an end to a very simple way of life and a good community feel. (Hart, 2012)
A memory from Julie Hart, who grew up in Anne Street in the 1960s/70s has many fond memories of the surrounding areas are vivid, one is including the Waddles Foundry: metal beating from the works would often wake her in the morning. It was on land just behind the Bull pub, close to the Waddles, that was one of her earliest memories. 
Although Llanelli has struggled through the times, it does have some beautiful heritage sites, one of them is St Elli’s it is the old church in Llanelli. It was built in 12th century on the site of a 5th century cell, itself was built on a site of a pagan shrine. (DAVID ROSS, 2010)

Regeneration of Llanelli
[bookmark: _Hlk8866236]As with any place, a lot has happened in and around Llanelli, it is a town that has seen quite a lot of change over the years the question is how much of the change has been the downfall of Llanelli and what are the prospects for Llanelli now, can it be a vibrant and exciting place for tourists to visit or even a better place to work and live.  There are plenty of places to visit within Llanelli, it has an amazing coastal line, plenty of heritage sites, there is the Wetland Centre which I only learnt about this year due to our field trip, it is such a beautiful and tranquil place to visit with children and explore the wildlife, plus many more along with Par y Scarlets, a few retail parks. . What damage has it done to Llanelli having these new retail parks outside of the town centre and why is Llanelli struggling and what can be done about. There are plans in place for regeneration by Carmarthenshire County Council to help make it a better place for those who live or work in Llanelli. What can make Llanelli a better place to live and work. Many people who live or work in have said Llanelli is in need of regeneration to make it a more inviting and vibrating place to visit, work and live. So, what plans do the Carmarthenshire County Council have to regenerate Llanelli to make it more of a vibrant place to attract more tourism, for people to enjoy their shopping experience or even for the locals who live in Llanelli. 
With Llanelli being one of the largest towns in Carmarthenshire, Carmarthenshire County Council have a regeneration plan for Llanelli:
3.38 Llanelli is the largest town in Carmarthenshire and is ranked the 5th largest urban area in Wales. It is identified as a secondary settlement and is seen as a strategically important settlement within South West Wales.  
 3.39 Llanelli has been identified as one of the six key transformational projects within the Transformations – A Strategic Regeneration Plan for Carmarthenshire 2015-30 (http://www.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/home/business.aspx) with action plans highlighted within the Regeneration & Policy Divisional Business Plan. A Regeneration Delivery Plan has been developed focussed on co-ordinating stakeholder intervention to maximise the impact.  
 3.40 The TRI target area for Llanelli will prioritise the Town Centre and the Station Road area. The focus is upon linking the Town Centre, which has recently received funding through Vibrant and Viable Places Tackling Poverty - Opportunity Street 2014-2017, to the Wellness Village on the Coast of Llanelli, a project supported by the Swansea Bay City Deal. The linkage between the two focusing on Station Road and the challenges that it faces. 
 3.41 Wards within the target area are identified as having high levels of deprivation. For example, the Tyisha ward is a Flying Start and Communities First area and has two of the three LSOAs within the top 10% of the most deprived in Wales. The median income for Tyisha is £16,489, 31% below the Carmarthenshire median of £23,825 and 34% below the Welsh median income of £24,944. 34.1% of adults have no qualifications. 9.8% have never worked or are long term unemployed. of vacant properties and ensuring its sustainable future is of significant importance. Property Enhancement Development grants focusing on key priority mixed use sites within the target area will encourage investment, reduce the number of vacant and underutilised properties, provide an enhanced commercial offer and subsequently increase the level of footfall. The residential offer within the target area will be supported utilising the Sustainable Living Grant with the aim of addressing the key issues as identified above and inspiring a change of perception within Llanelli. (South West Wales Regional Plan for Regeneration, unknown)  
With the regeneration of Llanelli Town Centre taking another step forward and having a £4.5million investment to buy and renovate the underutilised properties from the private sector, Carmarthenshire County Council is moving apace with their plans to develop key locations and buildings in the town centre. (Bright future on horizon for Llanelli town centre, Unkown)
The former YMCA in Stepney Street and a mixture of properties along with vacant land around Market Street, is hoped it will open a new link between Stepney Street and Eastgate.Some demolition has already begun on several derelict properties, including the former Circles nightclub, the former Siop y Werin (Bright future on horizon for Llanelli town centre, Unkown)
Along with the development and renovations the properties are to be let at an affordable rent. 
A Local Development Order, which will speed up the planning process for a range of developments is also nearing completion (Bright future on horizon for Llanelli town centre, Unkown).
Cllr Emlyn Dole, Leader of the Council and Executive Board Member for Regeneration said, 
“Confidence in Llanelli Town Centre is growing. We are moving quickly ahead with our plans for regeneration and are actively marketing a number of key sites that have development potential”
“Like many high streets across the UK, Llanelli town centre is not without its challenges, but we are working hard to ensure we give the town the best possible platform for success”.
 “We have recently spent £4.5million buying empty retail units from private ownership and bringing them back into use at an affordable rent, and I’m so pleased to see new independent businesses up and running already.”
He added: “Llanelli has a long and proud history, and with the right support and investment it can have a bright and sustainable future.” (Bright future on horizon for Llanelli town centre, Unkown)

So, what about the people of Llanelli what do they want to see happen to their town that has many troubles.
Many have said what a gorgeous town it used to be, but since out of town shopping retail parks had hit Llanelli, the town centre has seriously suffered and declined. They used to have an amazing nightlife, however, since the closing of very popular pubs in Station Road and development of Llanelli has flopped majorly. As we know Llanelli is on a fabulous coastline, but unfortunately serious developments of housing have included the town to breaking point. The schools are poor, and the community spirit is no longer. Some have said that Station Road has now become little Poland, it is said that not everyone is ok with foreign communities being set and not socially interacting with the ‘Welsh Community’, they should try to make an effort to know the community and what it is all about. 
The people of Llanelli believe that their history of the town should be promoted more and bring back street cleaning that might help with brining back that good community feel. There is nothing for the teenagers of Llanelli to do, so why get some organised activities set up to keep them off the streets, maybe setting up water sport activities, it makes perfect sense with the gorgeous coastline. Many have also ranted about how Carmarthenshire County Council charge the highest rates in Wales for businesses. 
Many have complained about how the council have an excellent job of killing off every little business, by having double yellow lines through the town centre has deterred people from visiting the town centre, which in turn is hurting businesses by not having the customers coming in to buy products, this then leaves most businesses to end up closing because eventually they lose money and cannot pay rent etc. 
People of Llanelli do not want to be greeted by burnt out churches or derelict buildings that are not being restored and put to good use. The town would probably benefit having decent restaurants and more shops but see less charity shops and bargain basements stores. 
Llanelli also has a problem with schools, with the schools being overcrowded the council insist on building more homes, should they not be helping with the overcrowding in schools and giving the children what they need, surely this would be a priority. 
We also know that Llanelli does have a big problem with drug abuse, it has become a serious issue within Llanelli and needs to be addressed promptly, it is sad to see a town segregated which is full of drug abuse and high crime. Maybe more CCTV could be installed that might help with crime rates, who knows. But unless issues like this are tackled and plans put in place how can Llanelli be regenerated and become the town that it should be, maybe if there was more employment in the area this could solve many issues the town has. It is very sad to see a town that was once so grand, vibrant, and full of life just fall of the map. What was once the best place to be for employment during the industrial revolution and go through so many changes, it would be lovely to see the town of Llanelli brought back to life and bring back the community spirit that has been lost along the way. I believe Llanelli has so much more going for it and if the regeneration plans are successful, it will create plenty of opportunities for people to find work, maybe an activity centre for the teenagers so that their not hanging around the streets making a nuisance of themselves. 
With all that being said, I believe that Llanelli has so much potential and needs to be regenerated with the people in mind and for them to be able to create more of a community for themselves. I certainly look forward to seeing how Llanelli will be regenerated in the near future and what opportunities it will bring for the people. 
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