The main theme for this essay is the implication of Universal Credit and how it has been delivered through various news outlets. This essay discusses the impact Universal Credits has had on families in the areas in which it has been introduced. In addition to this the further impact it will have, once put in place all over the country. Examined within this essay is how the delivery of Universal Credit will affect the rising number of individuals who are currently facing poverty, furthermore the risk Universal Credits have on individuals becoming homeless. Views on sanctioning and conditionality are explored, with evidence provided from Dr David Webster of Glasgow University. Evidence provided within this essay, comes from the media coverage over the past six months. Highlighted is how different newspapers deliver many different messages, although reporting on the same subject. Discussed is the different media biases that can occur, and how they are delivered depending on where the newspaper sits in regards to left or right wing. 
Universal Credit is the new benefit system introduced by the UK Government in their Welfare Reform Act 2012 which sees six benefits being united in one scheme (Centre For Public Impact, 2017).  The introduction of Universal Credits has divided much of the country, with the majority of the population seeing it as a negative step forward. Universal Credits have also seen a divide among members of different political parties. With the current right-wing ruling party saying ‘that universal credit was a simpler system, and that it was working because more people were getting into work where it had been introduced’ (Wright, 2017). However, the left-wing Labour party has unveiled a list of demands to see improvements within the rollout of Universal Credits and argues that, ‘it is not fit for purpose’ and also that it ‘is putting people in debt as it is rolled out into new parts of the country’ (Walker, 2017). The media coverage during the past six months have been very supportive and has backed much of what the Labour party has argued, in regards to the many faults that the rollout of Universal Credit has caused. Furthermore, the birth of Universal Credit has received a very negative outlook not only from the media but also from many of the individuals within society. An article published by NewStatesman highlights the negative impact Universal Credits are having on many people’s lives, with its headline reading ‘It destroyed every ounce of life that I had”: how Universal Credit is pushing people to beg for money online’ (Tait,2017). The article continues to explain how there are nearly 50 people online using the crowdfunding site GoFundMe, to beg strangers for money in order to survive. Heather a universal credit claimant goes on to say, 
‘It just felt hugely degrading, it was just somehow easier to put it on the internet and ask strangers to help me than it was to ask anybody that I knew’ 
(Tait, 2017).

This is the theme of many headlines from various different news outlets in recent months. An article by The Mirror reported that ‘One of first people to claim Universal Credit declares himself bankrupt after benefit system leaves him with just 24p’ (Ascroft, 2017). The Guardian report that ‘Universal credit is a shambles because the poor are ignored’ (Cohen, 2017). It can be seen that Universal Credits are making many people vulnerable and pushing many individuals into a life of poverty and uncertainty. With many individuals who put in a claim for Universal Credits having to wait up to six weeks or over for their first payment, sees many not being able to pay their bills and sees many more falling behind on their rent. An article published by Huffington post reports that ‘Increasing numbers of tenants on Universal Credit are falling behind with rent payments, landlords have said, just weeks before the benefit is rolled out to thousands more’ (Bowden, 2017). In addition to this a recent survey by the National Landlords Association found that ‘A stunning 80 percent of landlords say they are reluctant to let to tenants in receipt of housing benefit or Universal Credit’ (Bowden, 2017). Despite this survey the universal credit programme director Neil Couling defends the system against these claims, ‘My economic instinct is that this isn’t going to happen,’ Couling said. ‘We’re not really concerned... of course we are looking at it’ (Bowden, 2017) In contrast to this a report by four leading homelessness and housing charities say 
‘we support the principles behind Universal Credit. Yet we are concerned that Universal Credit in its current form is not working for people who have experienced, or are at risk of, homelessness. If problems with the new system are not addressed they will lead to significantly increased hardship for this group’    
(Homeless.org, 2017)
Poverty in the UK is on the rise and with the delivery of Universal Credit sees many more families suffering. The latest report by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation highlights the extent of poverty in the UK with the evidence suggesting   
UK Poverty 2017 highlights that overall, 14 million people live in poverty in the UK – over one in five of the population. This is made up of eight million working-age adults, four million children and 1.9 million pensioners. 8 million live in families where at least one person is in work.
(Barnard, 2017)
There are many issues with the new Universal Credit system, and many reasons as to why people are reluctant to see it succeed. The handout of sanctions has had a fundamental effect on many individuals in receipt of Universal Credits. ‘People are sanctioned 400,000 times a year’ (Victoria Derbyshire Show, 2018). Many sanctions are put in place and money cut off before individuals have a chance to challenge the decision. David claims, ‘Universal Credit has a higher rate of sanctions than its pre-accessors. ‘Once rolled out more people than ever will be vulnerable to sanctions’ (Webster, 2018). However (Oakley, 2018) ‘believes that sanctioning is necessary and states that individuals who have been sanctioned agree with it’ Evidence suggests that with the increase of sanctioning comes the increase of people needing to use foodbanks. Key finding made by the Trussel Trust clearly state that 
‘Foodbanks in areas of full Universal Credit rollout to single people, couples and families, have seen a 16.85% average increase in referrals for emergency food, more than double the national average of 6.64%’.
(Trussel Trust, 2017).
With such heavy sanctioning draws us to the question is it needed? or is it a way in which the government can control, punish and condition individuals within society? Dr David Webster believes 
‘that sanctioning is a form of punishment, what we see with universal credit is people who never escape the system of conditionality who are always under the thumb of job centre, because even when in a job they are not earning enough to escape the conditionality that are now being imposed on people who are in work’.
(Webster, 2018)
The new conditions set out by the government seem to be an enormous attack on an individual’s rights as a citizen. Furthermore, with sanctioning taking place in private with no regular regulation sees many people not being safeguarded against it. 
[bookmark: _Hlk508219457]It would be ignorant not to acknowledge that there are biases from newspapers and also from reporters. However, the coverage of Universal Credit over the past few months has been delivered in a negative way across many of the different news outlets. While this is the case, there is a clear indication that there are possible biases with the way in which the message is delivered. Newspapers such as The Guardain, The Mirror, Newstatesman, and the Huffington Post can be seen to be more left wing from the language in which they use in their headlines. With their headlines using language with negative overtones such as, ‘attacks…’ (Walker, 2017). ‘shambles…’ (Cohen, 2017). ‘destroyed…’ (Tait, 2017) deliberately sways the readers opinion into believing that the subject in which they are discussing is negative. This is in contrast to the delivery of the same message from newspapers such as the Independent and Financial Times who are seen to be righter wing. Their chosen language is often more subtle and gentle when reporting on the same subject with the use of positive language at the beginning of their headlines ‘Free School Meals…’ (Busby, 2018) This allows the readers to believe that the story is more positive from the start. Furthermore, these newspapers use bias by selection by choosing to use more examples from one particular side of the argument (Dicks, 2018). Therefore, not providing the readers with other views from the opposite side, this taking away the readers ability to form their own decision on the matter resulting in the reader becoming bias and having the same view as the author. In addition to this, due to the libel law many people often believe that newspapers must print the truth. When in fact they can be viewed as though they are manipulating the readers by being bias by omission, deliberately ignoring certain facts or opinions in order to deliver the message they want (Dicks, 2018). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude this essay has shown the effect that Universal Credit is having on people’s lives. Resulting in the growing rate of people becoming homeless and relying on hand outs, due to the fact they are continuously sanctioned for not meeting the conditions set out by the government within the new benefit system. It has explored in depth the negative delivery of the subject by many different news outlets. Furthermore, this essay has provided evidence of the new system not working, and the impact it is having, and will continue to have on vulnerable individuals within today’s society. It is evident that the use of foodbank has risen since the rollout of  Universal Credit in some countries, signalling the increased risk of poverty now being inevitable.  
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