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Executive summary
This report analysis the UK Political System in order to highlight it’s positive and negative characteristics. Positive aspects include a wide range of political parties within the UK, allowing people to have a wider range of political views, and devolution withing in the UK; not only Wales, Scotland and Northen Irland gaining more power over time, but also constituencies all across the UK. This enabling them to be closer with citizens.  Having a large distance in-between the left and right wing, causing drastic changes over time and creating it difficult for people to vote for the party they truly share political views with, is a negative aspect of the system. The ‘first-past-the-most' system is also negative as it limits the chances of new party's wining elections, forcing people to vote against a party, rather than for party. Despite devolution happening across the UK, has there been enough power given to each country and each constituency in order for them to act in the best interest of the people?

Introduction
This report will evaluate the UK Political System and identify aspects and characteristics that could be regarded as positive or negative.  The UK is a constitutional monarchy where the monarch acts as head of state.  The system consists of two chambers, the Houses of Parliament and the House of Lords (Buswell, 2023).  Both houses works together in order to make decisions which are in the best interest of the population and keep things on order.   

Body
Politics within the UK has been split into two wings, left and right for centuries', and these are symbolic labels for liberals and conservatives. This originated during the French Revolution (Andrews, 2019), where “nobles sat to the president’s right and the commons to the left” (Oxford Languages, 2023).

The right wing, being “the most successful political party in the UK over the past century” (Clark, 2012), believes that there should be low taxes and that “property and industry should be privately owned" (Cambridge Dictionary, 2021). This is typically a view held by Conservative Party members and voters. We still have two main political parties within the British Parliament: Labour and Conservatives. The most well-known Conservative Party was led by Margeret Thatcher from 1979 until 1990 (Margaret Thatcher Foundation, 2023), also known as the “Iron Lady” (Margaret Thatcher Foundation, 2023). Her impact on British politics was so powerful that a political philosophy was even named after her, called “Thatcherism” (BBC, 2013). Thatcherism had three key elements: individual liberty and responsibility, the free market, and the minimal state (Clark, 2012). In order to control the money supply, she created high interest rates in order to tame inflation “without resorting to union-negotiated pay policies” (BBC,2013), this This led to mass unemployment (BBC, 2013), which exceeded 3 million in 1982 (Evans, 2019). Low taxation was important to Thatcherism; the basic rate for income tax fell to 25%, and the higher rate was cut from 83% to 40% (BBC, 2013). VAT was increased from 8% to 15% in order to move away from direct taxation (BBC, 2013). Towards the end of her term, she "introduced the privatisation of state-owned industries” (BBC, 2013), with companies such as British Telecom, British Gas, and British Airways (BBC, 2013).

The left-wing typically favours socially liberal ideas and supports social and economic equality” (Oxford Languages, 2023), for example, this is a position adopted by the Labour Party. Tony Blair became the Prime Minister for the Labour Party in 1994 and resigned in 2007 (Study Smarter, 2018).  His goal was to transform the party into ‘new labour’ by modernising it (Study Smarter, 2013).  He wanted to do this by focusing on the following; Nationalism, become closer with Europ and maintain its ‘special relationship’ with the US, socialism wouldn’t be connected to the Labour party, adopt a business-centric approach, and they would stop presenting their policies in terms of a ‘class struggle’ (Study Smarter, 2013).

In addition to these two main and historic parties, we now have many more. There are currently 18 parties (The Electoral Commission, 2023) excluding independent parties. Examples of these are the Green Party, Liberal Democrats, Plaid Cymru, Women’s Equality Party which are all central, and Reform UK which is right wing. (The Electoral Commission, 2023).

By having many more political parties, it gives us more of a choice to vote for someone and something that we believe in and support, rather than be forced to choose between two parties with complete opposite opinions, beliefs and goals. Democracy means “rule by the people” , meaning that we as the people have a say in how the government is run and elect it. According to BBC BiteSize, democracy is “a process that allows the people to vote for who they want to represent them locally and nationally” (BBC BiteSize, 2023), this can only work if there are parties and people that we believe can do this for us. In the UK we are known as a parliamentary democracy, meaning the party with greatest representation within parliament forms the government, their leader then becomes Prime Minister (Britanica, 2019).  The power is also split between the executive and the legislative bodies, with the monarchy having no active role in government since 1649, when the office of King was formally abolished (Oram, 2015). Today, Parliament is only dissolved before a general election, and at the State Opening to mark the beginning of the Parliamentary year (UK Parliament, 2023).  


Despite this, Labour and Conservative are still the two main parties who are more likely to form a government.  However, there was a coalition government formed in 2010 between the Conservative and Liberal Democrats parties (Gov.UK, 2019), meaning they had to work together due to no signal party gaining clear majority (Britannica, 2019). Since 1918 there have been 28 UK general elections, Labour have won 10 and Conservative have won 18 (Pilling, 2019), meaning that not one other party has been able to win enough seats to form a government. This could be due to the fact that they didn’t have the support from the voters, whether they didn’t stand for what they believe in, or because there are now so many different parties, votes are split; this could also explain why Labour and Conservative are still the top two parties.   In addition, the fact that no other party apart from the Conservatives or Labour have been able to from a government could be because of the first past the post system, whereby the party with the largest number of votes is asked to form a government provided that the opposition parties total number of votes does not exceed the largest party (Electoral Reform Society, 2017).  Proportional representation is also used in the UK. This is an electoral system where the total of seats within parliament corresponds with the total of votes (UK Parliament, 2020). This means that the result is usually that a coalition of parties are asked to form a government. Whilst many voters would prefer to have a proportional representation as the electoral system in the UK, when this question was posed to the election in 2011, the public rejected it (Greater London Authority, 2012).


“Devolution is the transfer of powers and funding from national to local government” (Local Government Association, 2023). This is extremely important, and it means that any decisions made are closer to the people they affect, such as the local people, communities, and businesses (Local Government Association, 2023). Wales, Scotland, and Northen Ireland are the most devolved systems, which were all created in 1999 after respective countries within the UK voted for devolution (Burns, 2023).  In Wales, the Senedd (Welsh Government), is responsible for policy on health and social care, education, and housing (Kelly Shuttleworth, 2021).

The idea of devolution began all the way back to the end of the 19th century, when for the first time, a specifically Welsh act, Sunday Closing act, was passed in the British Parliament (Senedd Cymru, 2020). In 1907 the Welsh Board of Education was created (Senedd Cymru), slowly giving Wales more say over matters relating to education in Wales. The Labour government in 1948 wouldn’t allow Wale to devolute, however it did create a council for Monmouthshire and Wales, but the people that who adviged the government on Welsh affers were unelected (Senedd Cymru, 2020), meaning the people of Wales didn’t have a true voice as there was no way of electing representatives for a devolved government.  Eventually in May of 1997, Labour’s manifesto included promises to “hold referendums on the creation of devolved administrants in Wales and Scottland (Senedd Cymru, 2020).  Two years later, in 1999, the National Assembly for Wales first met (Senedd Cymru, 2020).   During the past 50 years, devolved Countries such as Northen Irland, Scottland and Wales have been gaining more power in time.  In 2020, after the Senedd and elections Act, the National Assembly was finally recognised as a “fully-fledged” Parliament” (Senedd Cymru, 2020). This resulted in a significant change on the right to vote in 50 years, allowing people the ages of 16-17 years old, and qualified foreign nations the right to vote (Senedd Cymru).  This was only possible due to power the Senedd had gained over a century and a half of fighting.

Many people strongly support devolution as it allows not only each country but also each area, to have more of a say and control over what they believe needs to be done, in the interests of the people. An example of this is the 20mph policy which brought into action in Wales on the 7th of September 2023 (Senedd Research, 2023). Many people reacted to this in a negative way, but has time has progressed, most people have now accepted this as a necessary measure to save lives.   Another example of this was during lockdown in 2020 and 2021 due to COVID-19, where each nation was responsible for not only for its own educational system, but also its healthcare system. According to BBC News, the education minister for Wales, at the time, Kirsty Williams, brought forward the easter break, after “England and Scotland took similar steps” (BBC News, 2020). This clearly shows us that each nation was responsible for each of its own schools. On the 11th of December 2020, all Welsh schools closed early for the Christmas break due to a rise in COVID-19 cases (BBC, 2020). This also shows how differently each country reacted to COVID-19, due to devolution.

On another hand, many would argue that each nation still doesn’t have enough power of their own, as there are many different things that they have absolutely control over, for example taxes and how much funding they are given by Parliament.  Inflation has been a big problem for the UK, especially during the past year. Jeremy Hunt is the current chancellor of the Exequer within the UK Government. He and Parliament are the only people that have some sort of control over the situation, meaning that even though Wales, Scottland, and Northen Irland have more control over decision-making at a local level, they still don’t have total control. This power falls short of complete independence from Westminster. However, the argument for devolution was that one UK government was not capable of fairly reflecting the needs and wishes of each nation within the UK and that centralised power in Westminster meant in practice that not everyone’s voices were being heard.







Conclusion
In summery there are many positive aspects within UK Politics, for example the wide range of political parties . This gives the public more choices during elections and caters for a wider range of political views.  

Devolution is an incredibly important aspect of UK Politics as it has changed it dramatically.    It has become a necessity within the UK as it gives people a louder voice and more power, such as making Wales responsible for creating policies regarding health and social care, education, and housing (Kelly Shuttleworth, 2021). This has also brought the government closer to the people all across the UK.

On the other hand, there are a few negative characteristics within UK Politics that could be changed.  Traditionally there have always been left and right wing political parties, such as Labour for the left, and Conservatives for the right.  Despite situations constantly changing within the UK,  this has remained.  Both sides are extremely opposite; left being more liberal and “supports social and economic equality” (Oxford Languages, 2023).  The right believing in lower taxation and privatisation (Cambridge Dictionary, 2021).  Due to both sides being complete opposite, this has caused dramatic changes within Parliament and the country, for example Margaret Thatcher privatised everything in the 1980’s (BBC, 2013), but Tony Blair focused on Nationalising everything in the late 1990’s (Study Smarter, 2013).

The ‘first-past-the-post' voting system is also a negative aspect within the UK Political System as this causes the Labour and Conversative party to be the two competing parties, despite there being 20 to choose from. The voting system doesn’t allow these other parties to have the chance as majority of the public vote for either Labour or Conservate, otherwise they could feel that their vote would be lost if a smaller party were to gain their vote.

Despite devolution happening all across the UK, many argue that Wales, Scotland and Northen Ireland still don’t have enough power to do what’s in the best interest of its people. This is another negative aspect of the political system.



Recommendations
After analysing the UK Political system, there are clearly some negative aspects that need to be resolved. A wider range of political parties would be benificial, from all across the spectrum (left to right). This would increase the likely hood of people voting for the party they share political views with, rather than only voting Labour or Conservative, despite disagreeing with aspects of their manifesto.   

Devolution is an extremely important aspect of the political system, but does each country within the UK have enough power to be as effective and affirmative as they could be?  This could easily be solved by each country and constituency having more responsibilities.
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