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Yr Liath ar Daith 3
Reflection and theory of a Welsh second language session with a year 5/6 class


The Author has had an opportunity during PTE 3 In a school in Pembrokeshire to be able to teach and conduct a Welsh Second language lesson. The theme that ran through this particular session was “Gwyliau”. The author used the language patterns that been developed and provided by Pembrokeshire county council for the schools in the county. the children that where in this session where a mixture of year 5 and year 6 pupils. In past observations of Welsh lessons there was slight lack of enthusiasm from the pupils for Welsh lessons, once the children started the sessions the engagement and enthusiasm was more positive. According to information gathered in the 2001 census by the Welsh Government and in the published report by the Welsh Assembly Government (2012) that in Pembrokeshire, especially in South Pembrokeshire that there was only between 10% and 29% of the population that speak Welsh with fluency. There can be argument for the case that there is a lack of Fluent Welsh speakers in the area of the school and that can have a negative effect on the pupils. they have little or no opportunity in some cases to speak the Welsh language outside of the school environment.  From past observations conducted by the author it was taken in to consideration that the activities needed to be engaging and must be encouragement for the pupils to use and develop their oracy skills. This has been made easier in Pembrokeshire with good resources provided by Pembrokeshire county council. This is part of the continued scheme by the Welsh Assembly Government (2010) in the publication “Welsh-medium Education strategy to increase and give more opportunity for developing Welsh language skills. 
The session was aimed to give the children a number of opportunities to develop and use Welsh language skills and as part of their entitlement to have the prospect of developing skills highlighted in the Welsh Assembly Government (2015) document “Welsh Second language”. So during the session the children had opportunity to develop their oracy skills by being able to view model texts and listen to questions and have be able to respond orally and in writing. The children will have the opportunity to ask questions and respond and offer comments. The pupils had the chance to communicate clearly and with confidence.  
The children will also have had the opportunity to Develop their reading skills using a various range of strategies, they needed to read their own work and the work of other children in a confident, meaningful manor. Furthermore, the children where developing writing skills as some of the lesson had the children writing out their scripts and their postcards. 

For this session the theme was “Gwyliau”, Gardner (1999) suggests that the brain can learn better and has more capability of retraining information when its exploring physically and asking questions, and with a theme approach you engage the children better as they can have a broad range of learning opportunities. The reason for using the theme Holidays is that the children can that children can learn using real life experiences, with recommendations of Donaldson (2015) in “successful futures” the children could work on what they had experienced on holiday and make it relevant and meaningful to them. There was three activities that where on a carousel, After reading the children the model text seen in appendix 1, the text was read by the teacher and then the children. The children had colours to highlight words that they knew, words or phrases they were unfamiliar with or didn’t know in a different colour as a small introduction.  The aim of the session was for the children to begin to learn and be able to converse about their holidays using the “Cardiau Clonc” which was provided by Pembrokeshire county council. The Mat children in particular were expected to begin to use verbs in the past such as “bwytais” and “gwelais”. 

The first activity was for the children to do a Security Check role play, the pupils paired up and where asked to produce a script for them to use in the role play. This was mainly for oracy skills to be developed and for the children to be engaged and enthusiastic. They needed to be able to view and listen carefully responding orally, in writing and non- verbal. The children were expected to respond by asking questions and offering any additional comments. The children also needed to make their own passport to use in the role play.

Activity 2- the children were asked to imagine that they were on holiday and needed to write a postcard to send to the school so everyone in class could hear where they are o holiday and what that they had been up too while they were on holiday, this task was done in books and using ICT. The children had to read the postcard example to their partner and they need to explain what they had been doing on holiday, how they got there, who they were with, what the weather was like etc. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Activity 3-  write a diary from their holiday. The children watched “Gwyliau George” and then needed to read Georges diary from his holiday. The pupils needed to answer questions relating to his diary. Then the children needed to either make up a holiday or use past experiences for them to be able to write their own diary.

Reflection of the experience 
Initial feelings at the end of the session were relief and pleased. The engagement on the whole was positive and the fact that I had felt confident at the end of the session was a positive on my behalf. The children enjoyed the fact that each child was doing something different and that they could relate it to a holiday that they have been on or one that that have imagined. Once the lesson got underway I had forgot that it was filmed and was more relaxed. The amount of recourses helped in the lesson, and made it easier for me and the pupils to help them in their work as a platform. 

Remembering-
The aspects of the lesson that went well was the initial introduction of me reading out the modal text, practicing the text helped me feel more confident in specking and allowed me to focus on the children. The children reading along helped and together in model reading strategy. As a class we translated the text, this was a good aspect of the introduction as it allowed the class to work and feel as part of a team. They got enthusiastic and there was great engagement with the translating of the text, the pupils where able to recognise words and use their prior knowledge to help them translate the text. My independent group where set of on activity 3. The children went off and worked well using the model diary and questioning sheet. 
The second group worked with the LSA to produce a passport and script for their role play. This was a good activity for the LA group to start with. The children engaged well and didn’t see it as work. So this aspect went well. The children began with using the script and some had the confidence to do the role play without towards the end. 
The third group I worked alongside to begin with so the explentinon was good for this activity and the children were able to produce some great postcards. 
The elements of this lesson and learning experience that were disappointing to the practitioner was the very start of the introduction, nerves may have had a small part to play and was a slight stutter. The activities on whole were good and worked well. A lot of the children were able to work well independently; I might have been better just having two activities as next time as it was hard to float when different children had different difficulties during the session. The role play was good but more props may have allowed the children to have better engagement it and be more enthusiasm from the children. The benefit of using the laptops and I-pads always helps with the enthusiasm of this particular class. The children were able to use and develop their ICT skills, by dong additional research of the holiday research and writing up their diary’s and postcards. The introduction and mini introduction to the lessons and the activities were beneficial for the students. However, Pollard (2002) suggest that teachers are good at telling children what to do but why they are doing this. 
The resources were helpful for the children in each activity, the children had good examples of models texts and the visual use of the learning objective and susses criteria allowed the pupils to know what they needed to produce for the work to be satisfactory.
The pupils seemed to be able to engage well due to being able to make the learning relevant to them. The intention for this session was mainly to encourage and develop the oracy skills of the pupils. the children were and always should be the driving force for their own learning, With Donaldson’s (2015) recommendations in successful futures that children need to be ambitious capable learners. The children were successfully peer and self-assessing each other’s work and could see what was good about each other’s work and what needed improvement.  

Understanding-
There was a high level of motivation throughout the session as the children were moved onto a different activity after 25/30 minutes. The pupils liked that they all had opportunity to try each activity.  There was good evidence of situated learning in the lesson as the children were able and had the opportunity to learn from real life contexts, they could apply their new and prior knowledge to the real-life contexts of the holidays that they have been on. Many theorists such as Montessori (1949) and Piaget (1976) have highlighted the importance of play especially in young children’s learning, this showed relevant and effective in the role play activity. 
The behaviour management was made easier and more affective due to the teacher student relationship. Knowing the children’s names and being able to anticipate the children’s behaviour helps with the classroom behaviour management. The school has before created a climate in which good behaviour is encouraged and celebrated. The children that have shown good use of welsh throughout the week get a special mention in the end of week assembly.  

Analysing- 
Due to the engagement and work produced by the pupils this was an effective session, it had a short and engaging introduction and the activities kept the pupils enthusiastic and eager to work. The children were able to use AFL strategies such as think pair share, and successfully conducted peer and self-assessment. 
The learners were able to use their prior knowledge and build on what their own knowledge and understanding is. The learners were able to meet the learning objectives, they had clear view and understanding of what the learning objective was and how to be successful during the session. The level of work was appropriate from the learners the expected outcome would vary from the different abilities of each pupil. 
The pupils struggled with certain words and phrases, but with the availability of the model texts, word mats and example questions gave help to the students when needed.  
The help of a good lesson plan helps with keeping the lesson on track and having a check list during the session kept it on track. I felt that the teaching was more effective due to the better detailed lesson plan and progressive confidence I have gained during each welsh language session. 

Conclusion 
The lesson as a whole was successful, for me to be more confident when speaking and teaching Welsh I need to use more every day and have daily and weekly targets. The role play activity I would have done with a green screen if to do this activity again so the children can have recorded their science and have an airport background.  This will make the session more exciting and the children will be able and encouraged to be more creative in their role play. One of the pupils asked whether they could make their diary into a blog which could go onto the school website, this shows the children’s excitement and further engagement. The use of more technology and apps such as adobe Spark could back task more engaging and enjoyable for the pupils. there needs to be more Welsh in the classroom as a whole, by setting challenges, and having it more visible in the classroom. I will continue to rotate the activities during the session and have the groups all doing something completely different. The children liked and responded well to have a variation of different activities in each lesson. 

























Appendices 

[image: ]Appendix- 1 

 











[image: ]Appendix 2 

















[image: ]Appendix 3
















[image: ]

Appendix 4














Reference/Bibliography 
Donaldson, G (2015) The Donaldson Review of Curriculum and Assessment. Cardiff: The Welsh Government

Furlong. (2015) Teaching Tomorrow’s Teachers

Gardener, H. (1999) Intelligence Reframed: Multiple Intelligence for the 21st Century, New York.  

Gardner, H. (1999) The Disciplined Mind: What All Students Should Understand. 

Lewis, W.G. (2010), Welsh Second Language in the National Curriculum - the case of teaching Welsh in English-medium schools, used as evidence by the National Assembly’s Enterprise and Learning Committee for their report ‘The teaching and acquisition of Welsh as a second language’.

Montessori, M. (1949) The Absorbent Mind, New York: Dell Publishing Company. 

Piaget, J. (1954) The construction of reality in the child, trans. M. Cook.New York: Penguin science 

Pollard, A. (2002) Readings for reflective teaching

Welsh Assembly Government (2003) Iaith Pawb: a national action plan for a bilingual Wales. Cardiff: Welsh Assembly Government.

Welsh Assembly Government (2012) A living Language: a language for the living, Cardiff: Welsh Assembly Government. 

Welsh Assembly Government (2013) One language for all. Cardiff: Welsh Assembly Government
Welsh Assembly Government (2017)- Welsh in Education Action Plan 
Welsh Government (2012), Welsh Second Language Action Plan, http://wales.gov.uk/topics/educationandskills/publications/guidance/welshactio nplan/?skip=1&lang=en.

Welsh Government (2015) Welsh Second Language in the national Curriculum for Wales. 
image4.emf



Gwyliau
Ble est ti?



Able children will only need the questions as discussion prompts. For less able children please fold each card so that the 
question is on one side and the prompt to answer is facing the child being asked.



Es i i _______



Gwyliau
Pryd est ti? Es i ym mis ________ 



Es i ar ddydd ______



Gwyliau
Faint o’r gloch est 
ti? Es i am __________



Gwyliau
Sut est ti? Es i mewn car / 



mewn awyren / ar 
fferi / mewn bws
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Gwyliau

Faint o’r gloch  est 
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Es i am __________

Gwyliau

Sut est ti?

Es  i mew n  car / 

mew n  aw yren  / ar 

fferi / mew n  bw s
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Gwyliau
Ym mis Gorffennaf es i i Costa del Sol yn Sbaen. Codais i am bump o’r gloch y bore achos roeddwn 



i’n teimlo’n gyffrous. Am hanner awr wedi chwech es i mewn tacsi gyda fy nheulu i faes awyr 



Caerdydd ac wedyn am hanner awr wedi wyth es i mewn awyren i Sbaen. Roedd hi’n heulog iawn yn 



Sbaen ac yn boeth iawn hefyd! Gwisgais i grys-T streipiog, siorts a sbectol haul. Roeddwn i’n edrych 



fel seren ffilm! 



Es i ar y bws o’r maes awyr i’r gwesty. Gwelais i sawl pentref pert. Roedd y gwesty yn fawr ac yn 



foethus! Roeddwn i’n dwlu ar y pwll nofio achos roedd llithren fendigedig yn y pwll. Es i i lan y môr 



ac es i ar drip mewn cwch. Roeddwn i’n teimlo’n gyffrous. Gwelais i ddolffiniaid yn 



nofio yn y bae. Bwytais i hufen iâ bob dydd! Dw i’n hoffi bwyta hufen iâ mefus achos 



mae’n flasus. Cyn dod adref, prynais i anrheg i mam-gu a dad-cu. Prynais i blât lliwgar 



i mam-gu a bisgedi i tad-cu.  Ces i amser arbennig yn Sbaen achos dw i’n mwynhau 



nofio yn y môr. Hoffwn i fynd i’r Eidal ar wyliau nesaf achos hoffwn i fwyta 



sbageti bob dydd!
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Gwyliau



Pwy ydy e?                                        
Gwallt du, cyrliog, 
Tan brown ar ei freichiau 
A’i goesau blewog! 
Sbectol haul a sandalau. 
- Wel, Dad ydy e! 
Yn dawnsio mewn disgo yn y dre 
Yn Sbaen.  



Pwy ydy hi?                                        
Gwallt brown, syth, 
Tan brown ar ei breichiau 
Ac yn gwisgo fflip fflopau! 
A bikini tynn! 
- Wel, Mam ydy hi! 
Yn bwyta sbageti gwyn 
Yn yr Eidal.  



Pwy ydy e?                                        
Dim gwallt ar ei ben, 
Tan brown ar ei freichiau 
Yn gwisgo crys T 
A phâr o shorts du. 
- Wel, Fi  ydy e! 
Ie, Fi ydy e 
Yn bwyta hufen iâ 
Yn Ffrainc. 



Zac Davies



Ffotograffau Gwyliau



TASG!



1. Make a list of all the 
words from the poem 
that rhyme e.g!



 crys T - du 



2. Make a list of any 
new words and use a 
dictionary to look for 
their meaning e.g.!



 syth - straight 



3. Read each verse 
carefully and draw a 
picture of each 
person.
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GWYLIAU



1) Ble est ti ar wyliau? 



2) Pryd est ti? 



3) Sut est ti? 



4) Gyda phwy est ti? 



5) Sut oedd y tywydd? 



6) Sut oedd y gwesty? 



7) Beth welaist ti? 



8) Beth fwytaist ti? 



9) Beth brynaist ti? 



10) Sut amser gest ti? 



11)Ble hoffet ti fynd nesaf?



Carden trafod



1 Es i i Sbaen ar wyliau.
Dw i’n hoffi 
Sbaen achos 
mae’n hwyl.



2 Es i ym mis Awst.
Codais i am 
chwech o’r 
gloch ac es i i’r 
maes awyr.



3 Es i mewn awyren.
Dw i'n hoffi 
teithio mewn 
awyren achos 
mae’n gyffrous.



4 Es i gyda fy nheulu.



5 Roedd hi’n heulog ac yn 
boeth.



Felly gwisgais i 
grys-T, siorts a 
sbectol haul



6 Roedd y gwesty yn fawr 
ac yn foethus.



Roeddwn i’n 
dwlu ar y pwll 
nofio achos 
roedd llithren 
fendigedig yn y 
pwll.



7
Es i i lan y môr ac es i 
mewn drip ar cwch. 
Gwelais i ddolffiniaid yn y 
bae.



Roeddwn i'n 
teimlo’n 
gyffrous.



8 Bwytais i hufen iâ bob 
dydd.



Dw i'n hoffi 
bwyta hufen iâ 
mefus achos 
mae’n flasus.



9 Prynais i anrheg i mam-gu 
a tad-cu.



Prynais i blât 
lliwgar i mam-
gu a bisgedi i 
tad-cu.



10 Ces i amser arbennig yn 
Sbaen



achos dw i’n 
mwynhau nofio 
yn y môr.



11 Hoffwn i fynd i’r Eidal 
nesaf



achos hoffwn i 
fwyta sbageti 
bob dydd
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