Project Placement Plan

The purpose of this placement project is to analyse and examine the stupendous amount of court cases that are backlogged. This will be conducted at Goldstone Solicitors. The case backlog has a grave threat on the criminal justice system in England and Wales (Quinn, 2021). The decision to investigate this particular issue was influenced by many factors. There are many articles about the backlog of cases and there is also numerous case studies included where victims of crime are suffering because of this (Savage, 2021). 

Goldstone Solicitors offers invaluable experience in regards of the court case backlog with the possibility of aiding victims of crime. The goal is to gain a broader and better understanding as to what caused the backlog of cases and also the global pandemic has had on the issue. Gaining this invaluable hands-on experience will be fundamental in future career plans. Gaining and improving skills such as inter-personal and communication skills, will increase the chance of employability due to the experience gained being significantly relevant. There has found to be a casual link between placement and academic achievement, due to it improving overall performance (Wilson, 2012). 

The Current status of the issue is that there is currently over 58,000 Crown Court cases (BBC, 2021), which is the highest figure ever. While more Nightingale Courts have opened across England and Wales, courts are still not able to accommodate trials that consist of three people or more due to social distancing measures. Some victims may have to wait four years just to receive justice. James Mulholland, who is chair of the Criminal Bar Association has stated that there should not be a limit to how many sittings take place at Crown Courts this year in order to fully maximise the sheer amount of cases going through the courts across England and Wales and belies that the British Government has taken half measures and have not fully addressed the problem (Casciani, 2021). The aim and objectives of investigating the backlog of cases at a law firm, is to gain a full understanding as to how the criminal justice system works and to what was the origin to the court case backlog, the impact it has had on the criminal justice system, how the global pandemic has affected the backlog and what remedies and solutions are being put in place in order to aid and potentially fix the issue. 

In order to investigate and analyse this issue thoroughly, a minimum of eighty hours work will be conducted at Goldstone Solicitors where it will be possible to learn how solicitors examine cases, prepare their evidence and present them in court. Attending court cases where possible but there is a limitation to this because due to the global pandemic, being able to attend courts has become a rarity and many are now virtual through video link in order to help prevent the spread of coronavirus. Interviewing solicitors and head partners and seeing whether they have experienced a cases being delayed and adding to the backlog and what their opinions and judgments are on was the origin of the court case backlog and what solutions are available that can be implemented in order to reduce the drastic amount of cases. According to Guerin (2021) conducting interviews is the most basic and informative way of gather and gaining information. Once the information has been gathered, it will be analysed and compared to other information sourced online in order to determine what the general feeling is about the issue and what the most common remedy to fix the issue is. 

The issue to be fully concluded, documented and presented by the 7th May 2021 by midnight. The eighty hours of work is to be conducted by the 19th March 2021 with all the information gathered put into a literature review where the issue will be discussed in depth, why is it in need of review, the findings gathered and the research that was conducted in order to investigate the issue. A self-reflective report will be finalised by the 7th May outlining what skills have been developed, along with what it takes to work in the profession as a solicitor at Goldstone Solicitors and why diversity and equality is fundamental to a successful workplace. Lastly a short two-four minute video will be produced talking about the experience gained during the placement and how the skills developed will make students more employable. 

In terms of the five ethical considerations which are informed consent, voluntary participation, do no harm, confidentiality, anonymity and only assess relevant components (My Peer, 2021). In terms of this issue being researched, no confidential material will be released such as details of a case and the people involved and only the relevant information will be analysed. Individuals taking part into the research of this issue will have given their full consent to participate and if they wish to remain anonymous that will be the case. Individuals privacy will be respected when required and no information regarding previous or current cases will be released into the public unless it already has been previously. The information provided will be accurate, and not misleading in any way, and the opinions and views of the individuals involved in the research are of their own. No one will be forced to participate in the research that is being conducted and all personal information regarding the individuals will be confidential and protected. 
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