Abu Sufyan Case Study
Sakhr ibn Harb ibn Umayya ibn Abd Shams, better known as Abu Sufyan. Is an interesting figure within the life of the prophet Muhammad. He was kin to Muhammad and the leader of much of the opposition he faced. Despite this, he became a Muslim and sided with Muhammad in many battles. 
Abu Sufyan was born into the Quraysh tribe. However, very little is known about his birth, but he is supposedly slightly older than Muhammad. They grew up as close friends, being both cousins and foster brothers. They were described as similar in appearance but with different interests, with Muhammad being an exceptional at oration and Muhammad being proficient with written poetry.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Lings, M., & Islamic Texts Society. (1991). Muhammad: his life based on the earliest sources. (Rev. ed.). Islamic Texts Society, Pg. 39] 

[bookmark: match]In their later lives following Muhammad’s preaching of his revelations, Abu Sufyan rose as one of the leading members of the Quraysh opposition along with many other prominent Meccans. Him and the other opponents asked Muhammad’s uncle, Abu Talib, to persuade him not to support Muhammad. He initially refused but on the second attempt he approached the Prophet and asked him to stop his preaching. Muhammad strongly denied. His nephew’s conviction and dedication inspired Abu Talib to support him even further. After this, Abu Sufyan and other personally visited Muhammad where they were met with the same answer as Abu Talib.[footnoteRef:2] Although Abu Sufyan was a leading opponent to Islam, he was not as violent as others (like Abu Djahl); this may perhaps have been because of their once close friendship.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  Angeles, Vivienne SM. "Abū Sufyān." In The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Islamic World. Oxford Islamic Studies Online. 13-Nov-2020. http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/opr/t236/e1120 ]  [3:  Watt, W. Montgomery, “Abū Sufyān”, in: Encyclopaedia of Islam, Second Edition http://dx.doi.org/10.1163/1573-3912_islam_SIM_0254 ] 

Following the Hijrah, Abu Sufyan would continue to lead many caravans into the rest of Asia to and from Mecca, despite Muslim raiding to the north. In the year 624CE he was trusted to lead a huge caravan of one thousand camels back from Syria, which came under threat from Muslim forces. Abu Sufyan sent word to Mecca for aid. Mecca responded with seven hundred men led by Abu Djahl. According to historian W. Montgomery Watt, "[Abu Sufyan] by skilful and vigorous leadership eluded the Muslims"[footnoteRef:4] Abu Djahl, however, desired to engage in battle with the Muslims. This attack by Djahl led to the disastrous attack on the mere three hundred Muslim forces known as the Battle of Badr in which Quraysh was utterly defeated and Djahl was slain, among many other prominent men. In this battle, Abu Sufyan's son Hanzala was killed and another son, Amr, was taken captive, but later released in exchange for one of Muhammad’s followers. Also, the father of his wife Hind was killed. [4:  Watt, W. Montgomery, “Abū Sufyān”, in: Encyclopaedia of Islam, Second Edition http://dx.doi.org/10.1163/1573-3912_islam_SIM_0254] 

Abu Sufyan was given the position of enacting revenge on the Muslims for the embarrassing defeat at Badr. In 625CE he caused heavy losses on the Muslims at the battle of Uhud, but the battle was hard-won, leaving the Quraysh unsatisfied. He would, two years later, attempt a siege of Medina but was beaten back at the Battle of the Trench. Following these failures, command of the armies was redelegated to others for the remaining duration of the war.[footnoteRef:5] Following this humiliation, Abu Sufyan resorted to assassination plots against Muhammad. However, the assassin that was sent was captured and converted to Islam.[footnoteRef:6] [5:  Watt, W. Montgomery, “Abū Sufyān”, in: Encyclopaedia of Islam, Second Edition http://dx.doi.org/10.1163/1573-3912_islam_SIM_0254]  [6:  Angeles, Vivienne SM. "Abū Sufyān." In The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Islamic World. Oxford Islamic Studies Online. 13-Nov-2020. http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/opr/t236/e1120] 

Despite not being mentioned in the treaty of Hudaybiyyah, Abu Sufyan travelled to the Muslim’s camp to visit Muhammad after the treaty was broken by allies of the Quraysh in 630CE. Abu Sufyan was convinced into going at the behest of Abbas (the uncle of the Prophet) in order to defer to the side of t he Muslims. The details of his meeting are unclear, but Muhammad agreed that he would not use force in the impeding conquest of Mecca if the Meccans did not use force in return. Muhammad asked Abu Sufyan if he believed in Allah and that Muhammad was the Messenger of God. He was initially hesitant but after seeing that he had no choice, Abu Sufyan agreed. He returned to Mecca and announced that ‘those who took refuge in Abu Sufyan’s house would be safe, as would those who closed the doors of their homes, and those who entered the sanctuary.’[footnoteRef:7] This led to a relatively peaceful conquest of Mecca by Muhammad and saved much destruction. [7:  Angeles, Vivienne SM. "Abū Sufyān." In The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Islamic World. Oxford Islamic Studies Online. 13-Nov-2020. http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/opr/t236/e1120] 

Abu Sufyan was later tasked with the destruction of the al-Lat idol, following the successful siege of the city (in which he participated and lost an eye). His son Muawiyah would become the first of the Umayyad caliphs.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Watt, W. Montgomery, “Abū Sufyān”, in: Encyclopaedia of Islam, Second Edition http://dx.doi.org/10.1163/1573-3912_islam_SIM_0254] 

Despite Abu Sufyan’s actions in opposition to Muhammad, he was held in high regard by the Prophet. He is an excellent example for Muslims of forgiveness in Islam and the importance of judging others by their piety and desire to do good. He said this of his actions in a poem he wrote concerning the matter:
“I was like one going astray in the darkness of the night, but now I am led on the right track[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Ishaq, Ibn. The Life of Muhammad, trans. By A. Guillaume (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1955), pg. 547] 

It has been said that “the best of Muslims” and “nothing bad was said about him.”[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Muhammad ibn Umar al-Waqidi, The Life of Muhammad, trans. By R. Faizer (London and New York: Routledge, 2011).] 



Bibliography
Lings, M., & Islamic Texts Society. (1991). Muhammad: his life based on the earliest sources. (Rev. ed.). Islamic Texts Society.
Angeles, Vivienne SM. "Abū Sufyān." In The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Islamic World. Oxford Islamic Studies Online. 13-Nov-2020. http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/opr/t236/e1120
Watt, W. Montgomery, “Abū Sufyān”, in: Encyclopaedia of Islam, Second Edition http://dx.doi.org/10.1163/1573-3912_islam_SIM_0254
Ishaq, Ibn. The Life of Muhammad, trans. By A. Guillaume (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1955.
1.) Muhammad ibn Umar al-Waqidi, The Life of Muhammad, trans. By R. Faizer (London and New York: Routledge, 2011).

