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Introduction
Learning Methods have changed significantly over the years; for instance, students can have their lessons even from where they are without visiting the physical classes. In addition, online learning has enabled many learners to follow up on their normal curriculum at the same but from different premises. These learning methods became widely used during the Covid-19 pandemic as physical learning was prohibited, thus came an alternative to continue with the studies. Examples of these programs used in online virtual classes include zoom, Microsoft Team, Vevox and Google meet.
With the advancement of technology over the years, we will use more and more devices and technological systems for learning

The Concept of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE)
The Virtual Learning Environment is a web-based platform that enhances online learners to interact and have their class program online. Teaching, learning materials, and discussion assignment submission are all provided through this web-based system. The learners from different parts of the world join together in the system and share ideas, enhancing the diversity of knowledge in a virtual environment. The key benefit of the virtual learning environment is that it improves the accessibility of learning from different premises.

VLE Components
The Virtual Learning Environment is integrated with different modules; the system has been designed to make the work easier; for instance, an assignment can be created in the form of multi choices, marked automatically and graded. Furthermore, the system allows the upload options and submission of the documents; it is designed to check on datelines whereby the time counts down to date and time set.
 In addition, the system provides electronic communication, like chat boxes where the learners discuss their questions, allowing the students to raise concerns even in the middle of learning by sending raised hand emoji; this will be sent by the teacher on the other side, and respond instantly. Finally, the virtual learning system allows live interaction whereby the students can see the teacher teaching; this feature has been enhanced with a 3D virtual learning space.
The system, however, restricts unauthorized personnel from accessing or interrupting the classes by assigning the teacher and the students' unique IDs. Nevertheless, Teachers' accessibility is advanced in that the teacher can see what the students do, but the students cannot see entirely what the teacher is providing. 





Impacts Of VLS on Students
The Virtual Learning Environment has made a strong impact on the current education system; this kind of learning has improved the students with knowledge regarding the new digital innovation of learning in a different environment. 
Moreover, it helps the student to interact with different people around the world, thus enhancing sharing of ideas and cultures in one single system. Moreover, the system has positively enhanced the students to build courage in using their digital skills and knowledge to grow more understanding, also building up their technical skills to become more proficient while on typing, internet access and document downloads. Lastly, the students have started developing curiosity about technological innovation and thus improve their studies; for instance, it is considered that the students are more active when learning in the digital environment than in physical classes as they focus their minds on the machines. 
However, since students access the same environment from different premises, the distraction from their surroundings in learning might occur; this limits the students' information and later fails in their assessments. Furthermore, challenges resulting from the allergies from the long concentration of the machines might result. For instance, the computer light might disturb the students, and the background noises from the other students' environment may be disturbing. Finally, too long a duration of learning may disturb the students and lose focus in their studies after that failure.

Methodology and Tools
In this report, a survey was used to collect the data about the virtual learning environment, whereby the students from Trinity Saint David College were asked questions concerning the VLE. The survey method was the best while collecting small data because it helps acquire a quick collection of information. A total of 15 students were involved in collecting the data from them; in addition, questionnaires using SurveyMonkey were also used. It comprises about ten closed end scale questions. You will find it in the end of my report.

Discussion
The survey results show that 100% of students have managed to study through Moodle since they joined. About 53% of the students believed that VLE Moodle has a good impact on academics. About 26% of the students concur that the VLE meets the academic demands, while 33% disagree. However, some do not agree with the benefits of the Moodle; about 33% are confident that the Moodle is supportive, while the 26% are fairly important. In considering the simplicity of the modules,13% of the students concur that it is easy to use, while 33% voted that it is not simple at all to work with on the Moodle. Those students who contributed to the survey trusted that the VLE has affected the viewpoint of online learning and had a constructive effect on the students' learning. 
During the survey, there was a concern about updating the modules and an eyebrow amongst the students; about 60% believed it would be very difficult to understand and comprehend if the module was updated. Therefore, it was very clear that 60% of the students were flexible using the modules.

Study Limitation 
Regarding the survey used, it was very clear that those who responded to the survey were small and maybe a bigger number of the students, which would have possibly provided a wider basis of actual thoughts of students concerning the VLE. They are easy to conduct using free platforms like SurveyMonkey in my case. It was very easy to create and easy to share with the pupils of my school via email. As during the time of the Covid-19 pandemic, this was the only source to collect the answers to my questionnaire. The analysis of the answers is automatically updated in my profile, so it was very easy and automatic to analyze the survey.

Conclusion
Based on the study, it is very clear that the VLE has affected people's lives since this technology has entered in our life. This new way makes studies accessible even to people who work full time, by attending classes online. eLearning has eased the work of some institutions on that topic that is self-explanatory, can be read and understood by students without the teacher's help, and thus saves a lot of time for the teacher to interact with the students, the ability to find any type of resource in a short time helps the student not waste time and be more productive in their future assessments.
The rise of online courses has improved the standard of education of the students, in that the students can refer and get more content from it. This observation is an indication that the rise of online learning is getting roots much more and will have a positive impact on the future of the students and institutions. During the period of covid 19 pandemic, online learning benefited not only institutions but also the students, whereby there was a smooth continuation of learning. Students would study from their homes without moving anywhere, like teachers and other professional jobs who worked from their premises.
Working from home reduces the expenses, in that transportation costs are cut off and comfort while working. Certainly, good devices and internet connections are necessary for conducting online learning and working. In addition, many people can now undertake university courses part time and thus have diverse knowledge. However, there are some downfalls of the VLE, like teacher-student interaction, social interaction among the students and friendship relationships; this is just the prolonged use of physical interactions.


References
1. Britain, Sandy; Liber, Oleg (1999). "A Framework for Pedagogical Evaluation of Virtual Learning Environments”. JISC Technology Applications Programmed (Report 41). Archived from the original on 9 July 2014. Retrieved 1 February 2015. [Online] Available at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virtual_learning_environment (Accessed: 20 April 2022)
2. Piccoli, G., Ahmad, R. and Ives, B. (2001). Web-Based Virtual Learning Environments: A Research Framework and a Preliminary Assessment of Effectiveness in Basic IT Skills Training. MIS Quarterly, 25(4), p.401. [Online] Available at: https://www.jstor.org/stable/3250989?origin=crossref (Accessed: 25 April 2022)
3. Weller, M. (2008). Virtual learning environments: using, choosing and developing your VLE. London: Routledge.
4. Quintanilla and Kelly, M. (2019). Business and professional communication: KEYS for workplace excellence /. Fourth Edition ed.LOS ANGELES: Sage, pp.20–60. [Online]  Available at: https://contentstore-cla-co-uk.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/EReader/Index?guid=13d7dd92-1a78-eb1185aa281878522c87&pcid=1694803&t=eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJqdGkiOiI1MDMyYzQzMy05YTcwLTQwYzEtYmYwNy0wZTg1MDAyNjdmNDkiLCJuYmYiOjE2NTEyMzIzMzYsImV4cCI6MTY1MT (Accessed:26 April 2022).
5. Reedy, K. and Parker, J. (2018). Digital literacy unpacked. First Edition ed. London, Facet, p.212. [Online] Available at: https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/trinity/reader.action?docID=5490897 (Accessed 27 Apr. 2022). Title from publisher’s bibliographic system (Viewed on 09 Oct 2019)
6. Learning Ladders Education. (n.d.). What is a VLE (Virtual Learning Environment)? - 2021 Guide. [Online] Available at: https://www.learningladders.info/news/what-is-a-vle/ (Accessed: 26 April 2022)
7. FunTech Blog. (2020). 8 Benefits of Virtual Learning Environments (Importance of Virtual Classrooms). [Online] Available at: https://funtech.co.uk/latest/benefits-virtual-learning-environments-classrooms. (Accessed:20 April 2022)
8. Dawson, C. (2009). Introduction to Research Methods [electronic resource]: A Practical Guide for Anyone Undertaking a Research Project. 4 Edition ed. New York: Constable & Robinson, p.231. [Online] Available at: https://r3.vlereader.com/Reader?ean=9781848033429 (Accessed 17 Apr. 2022)

Appendix
MY SURVEYMONKEY QUESTIONNAIRE 
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Q1. Have you accessed Moodle since you started studies at UWTSD?

	ANSWER CHOICES–
	RESPONSES–

	–
Yes
	100.00%
15

	–
No
	0.00%
0

	TOTAL
	                                                                15





Q2. Do you agree that VLE Moodle of UWTSD is able to able meet the academic requirements?
	ANSWER CHOICES–
	RESPONSES–

	–
Strongly Agree
	26.67%
4

	–
Agree
	53.33%
8

	–
Disagree
	13.33%
2

	–
Strongly Agree
	0.00%
0

	–
Don't know
	6.67%
1

	TOTAL
	15



Q3. Which Virtual Learning Environment did not give you the help you need?
· Answered: 15 
· Skipped: 0
RESPONSES (15) 
MOST COMMON ANSWERS: 1. LIBRARY
                                                   2.WE ARE USING JUST MOODLE 


Q4. On a scale of 1-10, how useful have you found Moodle to be? (10 very helpful, 1 being not helpful at all)



	ANSWER CHOICES–
	RESPONSES–

	–
1
	0.00%
0

	–
2
	6.67%
1

	–
3
	0.00%
0

	–
4
	13.33%
2

	–
5
	0.00%
0

	–
6
	26.67%
4

	–
7
	6.67%
1

	–
8
	33.33%
5

	–
9
	6.67%
1

	–
10
	6.67%
1

	TOTAL
	15




Q5. On a scale of 1-10, how easy is it to find what you want on Moodle?  (1 Extremely difficult- 10 Extremely easy)
	
ANSWER CHOICES–
	
RESPONSES–

	–
1
	0.00%
0

	–
2
	6.67%
1

	–
3
	20.00%
3

	–
4
	6.67%
1

	–
5
	26.67%
4

	–
6
	6.67%
1

	–
7
	0.00%
0

	–
8
	13.33%
2

	–
9
	13.33%
2

	–
10
	6.67%
1

	TOTAL
	15



Q6. Do you agree VLE has transformed the perception on e-learning?
	ANSWER CHOICES–
	RESPONSES–

	–
Strongly agree
	26.67%
4

	–
Agree
	60.00%
9

	–
Disagree
	0.00%
0

	–
Strongly Disagree
	0.00%
0

	–
Don't know
	13.33%
2

	TOTAL
	15


Q7. Do you agree that VLE has made a positive impact on the learning experience of the students?
	ANSWER CHOICES–
	RESPONSES–

	–
Strongly Agree
	33.33%
5

	–
Agree
	33.33%
5

	–
Disagree
	33.33%
5

	–
Strongly agree
	0.00%
0

	–
Don't know
	0.00%
0

	TOTAL
	15


[bookmark: _95nja8np8udm]

Q8. Do you agree that VLE at UWTSD needs improvement?
	ANSWER CHOICES–
	RESPONSES–

	–
Yes
	100.00%
15

	–
No
	0.00%
0

	TOTAL
	15


 

Q9. On the scale of 1-10, how easy is the language on the Virtual Learning Environment to understand? (1- not easy at all, 10- very easy)


	ANSWER CHOICES–
	RESPONSES–

	–
1
	0.00%
0

	–
2
	6.67%
1

	–
3
	13.33%
2

	–
4
	6.67%
1

	–
5
	20.00%
3

	–
6
	20.00%
3

	–
7
	20.00%
3

	–
8
	6.67%
1

	–
9
	0.00%
0

	–
10
	6.67%
1

	TOTAL
	15



 

Q10.Do you think your experience with the virtual learning environment has been positive?
	ANSWER CHOICES–
	RESPONSES–

	–
Strongly agree
	26.67%
4

	–
Agree
	46.67%
7

	–
Disagree
	20.00%
3

	–
Strongly Disagree
	0.00%
0

	–
Don't know
	6.67%
1
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