Literature Review 
Aim: Police Officers as offenders: How damaging is this to public confidence in the police?
Objective 1: Identify the importance of public confidence in the police in the UK?
Objective 2: Explore the prevalence of serving police officers who have been convicted of criminal offences in England and Wales
Objective 3: Evaluate the impact that convicting police officers has on public confidence in the police. 

Objective 1
According to Schaap (2023), the public’s confidence in the police is vital for the police to do an effective job and by gaining and maintaining public confidence, this will improve the legitimacy of the police as “authority cannot be legitimate without trust” and legitimacy is an 
expectation of the police force and its officers (Schaap, 2023: p. 306). 
By providing more positive interactions with the public, this has found to significantly improve the public’s confidence and trust, the police’s legitimacy, and makes the public more likely to cooperate with the police (Peyton et al., 2019). Peyton et al. (2019) believed that building and maintaining public confidence with the police has been described as a foundation for effective and just police and that if the police are lacking in legitimacy, this decreases public confidence and makes the police less likely to cooperate with the police. Moreover, Peyton et al. (2019) also reported that there has been more of a focus on Community- Oriented policing to improve the public’s confidence in the police and the police’s legitimacy. Finally, by improving interactions between the police and the public, this will improve the attitudes of the public towards the police as well as the public’s confidence in the police (Peyton et al., 2019).
According to Sindall et al. (2012: p. 744), evidence found that the public had increasingly less confidence in the police and in response, a “citizen focused policing strategy” was implemented to put more focus on the public regarding policing. Moreover, a lack of public confidence and trust in the police could mean that individuals may rebel against the police, may not abide to the law, may not report crime, or provide evidence to the police. Sindall et al. (2012) also stated that public confidence in the police could be argued as the most important factor of policing and has been seen as more important than the prevention of crime. The police aim to prevent crime and ensure that community morals and values are protected and met, however it is believed that the public’s deterioration from the police is due to lack of social cohesion or control. Moreover, it is also believed that the lack of public confidence in the police is due to ineffective policing and because of increasing crime levels (Sindall, et al., 2012). 
According to the Home office (2023), the Strategic Policing Requirement (SPR) was developed by the Home Secretary to lower the number of crime and provide public safety. It was also reported that the presence of the police in communities will help maintain public’s confidence in policing. Furthermore, it was reported that public confidence in policing would seriously improve their response to tackling violence against women and girls (Home Office, 2023).
Police forces throughout England and Wales, use Policing by Consent as a model of policing in order to police effectively (Hobbs et al., 2023). Hobbs et al. (2023) stated that if the police show that they act with fairness and integrity as well as effectively, this means the public will have a positive perspective of the police and are more likely to have trust and confidence in the police. However, the trust and confidence of the public ca vary due to experiences with the police, police performance, and coverage of the police in the media. The police can improve public confidence and the relationship with the public by improving their interactions with the public and having more community engagement (Hobbs et al., 2023). According to Hobbs et al. (2023), it has been found that trust and confidence levels in the police differ depending on ethnicity and gender. 
Tudor (2023) reported that in March of 2022, 73% of individuals had trust in the police, compared to March 2021, where 80% of individuals had trust in the police. In addition, it was reported that 49% had confidence in the police and believed that the police in their community area were doing a good job. Tudor (2023) also reported that evidence also found that in 2022, 73% of the public had trust in the police and 62% believed that the police treated everyone fairly. However, as of 2023, 43% of individuals “thought more negatively” of the Metropolitan Police and 73% believed that the force treated people differently to others. 
Furthermore, The Officer for National Statistics (2020) found that 75% of individuals aged 16 and over in England and Wales had confidence in the police and that 79% of Asian individuals and 75% of White individuals had confidence in the police, compared to 70% of Black individuals and 68% of individuals with mixed ethnicity. However, it was found that a higher number of women, apart from women with mixed ethnicity (68% of women and 71% of men) had confidence in their local police (Office for National Statistics, 2020).
According to the Independent Office for Police Conduct (2023), to improve the public’s confidence of the police, surveys are used to gain the public’s perception of the police and to gain feedback from the public in order to understand how the police can improve their policing and how the police can improve the public’s confidence. The Independent Office for Police Conduct (2023) stated that the feedback from the public gives the police further insight into the perceptions of the public and allows them to understand how to improve and change their methods of policing, it also allows the police to provide effective and just policing. One way the police do this, is by using the Public Perceptions Tracker which is a survey for the public to give their views and feedback to the police. The data allows the police to track the public’s confidence and how impactful and effective the police are (Independent Office for Police Conduct, 2023)

Objective 2
Kersley et al. (2023) reported that as of 2022, one in 100 police officers across England and Wales were charged with a criminal offence and it was also reported that the Police Federation of England and Wales represented 140, 000 police officers to defend them from “Misconduct or even criminality”. Kersley et al. (2023) also reported that the offence that police officers have committed are misconduct in a public office, offensive messages, assault, sexual offences, and murder. Moreover, 150 police officers were under investigation for sexual misconduct and racism (Kersley et al., 2023).
According to Mercer (2020), 200 serving police officers were convicted of a variety of crimes including assault, drug possession, burglary, and animal cruelty. In addition, at least 211 police officers and Police Community support Officers (PCSOs) were employed with criminal convictions. Throughout the UK, there have been many serving police officers and PCSOs who have been employed with criminal convictions and have continued to be employed for the police while obtaining criminal convictions (Mercer, 2020). For example, North Wales Police reported that 20 police officers and five PCSOs had criminal conviction including drug possession and animal cruelty, as well as a sergeant who was convicted of assault (Mercer, 2020).
















Reference list
1. Hobbs, A., Brown, R.(2023) "Trust in the Police" UK Parliament: POST, Crime and Justice.- https://post.parliament.uk/research-briefings/post-pn-0693/ (Accessed 22/ 11/ 23)
2. Home Office. (2023) "Strategic Policing Requirement (accessible)" Policy Paper- https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/strategic-policing-requirement-2023/strategic-policing-requirement-accessible (Accessed 20/ 11/ 23)
3. Independent Office for Police Conduct. (2023) "Public Confidence and Engagement" Police Conduct.- https://www.policeconduct.gov.uk/our-work/research-and-statistics/public-confidence (Accessed 07/ 12/ 23)
4. Kersley, A., Townsend, M. (2023) "Revealed: One in 100 Police officers in England and Wales Faced a Criminal Charge Last year" The Guardian.- https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2023/feb/25/revealed-one-in-100-uk-police-officers-faced-a-criminal-charge-last-year#:~:text=The%20kind%20of%20criminal%20charges,sexual%20offences%20and%20even%20murder. (Accessed 05/ 12/ 23)
5. Mercer, D. (2020) "Hundreds of UK Police Officers Have Convictions for Crimes Including Assault, Burglary, and Animal Cruelty" Sky News.- https://news.sky.com/story/assault-burglary-and-animal-cruelty-police-officers-convicted-of-crimes-working-for-uk-forces-12024264 (08/ 12/ 23)
6. Office for National Statistics. (2020) "Confidence in the Local Police" Government. UK.- https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/crime-justice-and-the-law/policing/confidence-in-the-local-police/4.0 (Accessed 22/ 11/ 23)
7. Peyton, K., Arévalo- Sierra, M., Rand G, D. (2019) "A Field Experiment on Community Policing and Police Legitimacy" PNAS: Vol. 116, NO. 40.- https://www.pnas.org/doi/pdf/10.1073/pnas.1910157116 (Accessed 05/ 12/ 23)
8. Schaap, D. (2023) "Police Trust- Building Strategies. A socio- Institutional, Comparative Approach"  Policing and Society: Vol. 31, NO. 3, pp. 304- 320.- https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/10439463.2020.1726345?needAccess=true (Accessed 28/ 11/ 23)
9. Sindall, K., Sturgis, P., Jennings, W. (2012) "Public Confidence in the Police" Oxford University Press: Centre for Crime and Justice Studies, 52, pp. 744- 764.- https://libkey.io/libraries/1422/openurl?sid=google&auinit=K&aulast=Sindall&atitle=Public+confidence+in+the+police:+A+time-series+analysis&id=doi:10.1093/bjc/azs010&title=B.J.C.&volume=52&issue=4&date=2012&spage=744&issn=0007-0955 (Accessed 20/ 11/ 23)
10. Tudor, S. (2023) "Police Standards and Culture" Restoring Public Trust" House of Lords: UK Parliament.- https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/police-standards-and-culture-restoring-public-trust/#:~:text=73%25%20had%20trust%20in%20the,to%2070%25%20in%20March%202021 (Accessed 22/ 11/ 23)


