Character Journal
Adea-Eurydike
Class One: (29/10/2018)
As Eurydice, I am not currently in a great position of power or influence and so I will need to form an alliance with those in the Empire who seemingly appear to have power, therefore, I am planning to make an alliance with Perdiccas and Antipater. I want to do this because an alliance with Perdiccas means I have the protection of his army who is already in good stead with me. Also, being close with Antipater allows my influence within Macedonia to increase and can in turn keep me close with his son Cassander. I will use the influential voice of my husband Philip III as a method of bargaining these alliances. My historical precedent is that Eurydice has already gained favour of Perdicass’ troops through her mother Cynnane dying,[footnoteRef:1] thus being friendly with Perdicass’ is in the interest of both of us. Moreover, the precedent for gaining Antipater’s trust is that he interferes with her plan to win over the army[footnoteRef:2] and the fact that he is regent within Macedonia and my character spends a lot of her time in this region will likely become useful; also Antipater is an experienced general growing old, therefore on the hopes that he will die soon, I can gain some advantage in what I attain after his death.  [1:  Carney, 2006. p. 73; Arr. An. 92.]  [2:  Diod. 18.39.] 

To a certain extent, the first year went to plan as I did gain the support of Perdicass, however he didn’t seem to retain the power that I would have expected because of the way in which every powerful individual scrambled for power meaning that he attained a fraction of the army that I estimated. I am now in the western portion of the Empire alongside Perdicass and other individuals such as Antipater and there is a massive divide in the Empire between the east and west. 
Class Two: (30/10/2018)
In this year I will attempt to assist Perdiccas in his task of creating a standing army for the western faction of the Empire and through this acquire my own unit of men who will be loyal to me and through this I can later hope to attain my own army and gain the funding to maintain it. The historical Precedent for this is that Eurydice raised her own army to gain more power in Macedonia.[footnoteRef:3] Despite its foreseeable advantage, a consequence of this would be that my influence over the army may not turn out to be as strong as I hope for, proven by the way in which Eurydice’s army abandons her for Olympias in 317 BC.[footnoteRef:4] Hopefully, I can divert from this uneventful outcome.  [3:  Diod. 19.11. ]  [4:  Just. Epit. 14.5.] 


In this year we began by making a deal with the Bosporan kingdom to gain a trade deal for their grain (the Bosporan kingdom containing extremely fertile land with vast grain production only less than that of Egypt),[footnoteRef:5] but to do this we needed to make sure that Eumenes, who controlled the Hellespont, would not block our entry into the black sea so we could perform the trade. Perdiccas went to Eumenes to delegate for the western court of Macedonia and left me in temporary command of the army and so I took the army to Sestos to defend the border of the kingdom during his negotiations with Eumenes. Perdiccas returned successfully and the army was moved back to Pella. After this Perdiccas assigned me command of a permanent unit of the army, 1,000 Macedonian phalanx men. Once again, I was given temporary command of the whole army to defend Sestos whilst Perdiccas went over to Babylon to answer the call of Meleagros.   [5:  Hind, 1994. pp. 476-511.   ] 


Class Three: (01/11/2018)

For this year I will start by waiting for Perdiccas’ return. Also, I will use Philip III’s voice of power to take away any potential threat that Polyperchon has or may gain and make sure Craterus assumes power over the Macedonian army after Antipater’s anticipated death. My precedent for this is when Eurydice declared on behalf of Philip that Polyperchon was to be demoted and Cassander was to take his place as general,[footnoteRef:6] but in this case it is Craterus as Cassander is not within our half of the Empire. [6:  Just. Epit. 14.5.] 


At the start of the year, it was announced that Perdiccas committed suicide because he was planning on betraying the Macedonian court which didn’t work out, so he avoided capture through suicide.[footnoteRef:7] As a result of this I assumed the command of the 7,000 troops that Perdiccas oversaw and I also attained his entire fortune which he left behind. Antipater died of old age and Craterus gained main control of Thrace, Macedonia and Greece being crowned King through marriage to Cleopatra. 								Later, we received an emissary from Antigonus who informed us of Eumenes’ plan to invade our territory by crossing the Hellespont, we agreed to split Eumenes’ wealth if Antigonus was to assist us in defeating Eumenes from behind. As a result of this news Craterus and I took the army across the Hellespont to Abydos before Eumenes could get there and we awaited his arrival. When Eumenes arrived with his army we had a battle in an open field with me as commander of the infantry units and Craterus controlling the companion cavalry. We were victorious in battle, but soon after we discovered Nearchus betrayed us and was bribed to block our passage back over the Hellespont, as well as Antigonus who was on his way with Eumenes to fight us. Fortunately, we were able to bribe Nearchus’ men to be loyal to us and so they killed him, and we had just enough time to ferry across our army.  [7:  Laios, 2014. p. 204. ] 



Class Four: (02/11/2018)

Now the western treasury is empty as it has all been spent on paying the army and so we need to find a way to gain money to maintain stability amongst the people and the army. I think the best course of action would be to sell a large portion of the ships that Nearchus lost to us and through this we will not have to pay the cost of keeping them and gain a large sum in the process; I will discuss with the other members of the court who would be best to sell the ships to, it would likely be Syracuse as that carries the historical precedent of them being a large naval power.[footnoteRef:8] Also, it seems likely that our enemies to the east will try to invade and thus I am planning to find a good point of defence which will give us the advantage in defending Macedonia.  [8:  Fields, 2007. p. 47.] 

 
Firstly, selling the ships went to plan as we sold 3,000 of the 3,500 ships that we had to Syracuse, which was not only advantageous because the treasury now had over 35,000 talents, but it will put us in good standing with the leaders of Syracuse. Furthermore, Antigonus and Eumenes crossed the Hellespont and invaded our lands taking Sestos as I predicted. In response to this I went with the army to Neapolis which was a narrow spot in which the enemy had no choice but to face us in open combat as there was no other passage they could have taken to get into Macedonia. Craterus and I held this defensive stand point until their armies arrived and again there was a battle. Astoundingly, we won the battle by a huge margin only losing %1 of our army and killing %15 of theirs; additionally, Antigonus and Eumenes were severely wounded in battle and died shortly after resulting in their armies dissolving. However, I too was wounded during the battle and two months after, my condition got worse and I decided to kill myself as I no longer wished to suffer; I committed suicide by hanging myself in the same way Eurydice decides when faced with inevitable death.[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  Diod. 19.11.] 

Class Five: (05/11/2018) 
I have been resurrected as Craterus’ chief adviser ‘Obondo’. 
For my first act as Craterus’ adviser I plan on advising him to seize the territories of Eumenes and Antigonus and acquire the lands of Asia minor by demanding loyalty from the cities within it. It is crucial for us to take these lands as they will give us full control over the Aegean sea which gives the navy and trading relations full access to come in and out of our Empire; moreover, the Athenians and the Delian League retake Asia minor from Persia during the Greco-Persian Wars[footnoteRef:10] which further shows the crucial need to take this area.   Once these lands have been secured it would be reasonable to have better relations with the remaining leaders within the Empire.   [10:  Thuc. 1.89.] 

This plan began accordingly as we started taking the cities of northern Asia minor who simply surrendered their loyalty to us. This was going well until we came to Pergamon which didn’t give up immediately and so we sieged the city. Whilst sieging the city, we heard news of an army of 140,000 under Ptolemy heading our way; in response we marched our army to the Cilician gates. It turned out that Ptolemy had half the amount of men that was declared but had given some of his forces to Meleagros who we now faced at Tarsus. There was a battle in which we were heavily outnumbered, thus we were inevitably defeated, losing 20% of our army.  
Class Six: (06/11/2018)
At this point the first plan will be to escape and try to run back to Macedonia which will be incredibly difficult with two forces trying to close us down. We must plan to talk with Syracuse to send us help as we provided them with a lot of ships, they could perhaps rescue us. If this is successful then we must think about our next course of action which I think should be to immigrate our forces and wealth to another land towards the west because currently we have no friends within the eastern faction and it is inevitable that we will be pursued and conquered. I think we should plan to move to a place such as Italy, Syracuse or Carthage where we will be far from the ongoing conflict. The historical precedent for this being that the Greeks heavily colonised Italy and its surrounding areas.[footnoteRef:11]   [11:  Hemingway, 2007.] 

Unfortunately, our attempts of escape were futile, and we were unable to execute any of my proposed plan. Firstly, Syracuse refused to do any deal with us to help us escape; furthermore, 1,500 of our cavalry units and 1,500 infantry troops hated us because we were only able to pay them half of what they were owed. This was shortly followed by Ptolemy’s army intercepting us and so we had no choice but to submit. It was now in our best interest to make any kind of alliance with Ptolemy and so when he offered Craterus a marriage proposal to his daughter Cleopatra in return for our loyalty and complete obedience, I hastened to advise Craterus that accepting the offer was his best choice. Craterus went through with this action and we moved to Egypt where we remained under the ‘protection’ of Ptolemy.    
Class Seven: (08/11/2018)
As my role is still Craterus’ most trusted and chief adviser, it is my duty to serve in his best interest, therefore I will devise a plan in which he will be able to retain more of his power. The best way to do this would be to ask Ptolemy to allow Craterus to return back to Macedonia with his new wife and retain his official rule over that land which would be in the interest of Ptolemy anyway because the people there are likely to be more loyal to Craterus who was already ruler and a previous general under Alexander the Great. Once in Macedonia, we can establish our previous plan of settling somewhere to the west and increase our influence and wealth elsewhere. 
Ptolemy was very much in favour of my plan and sent Craterus back to Macedonia as he didn’t see him as being any threat even if far away, however, he demanded that I remain behind in Italy because he didn’t want Craterus’ most trusted followers going with him back to Macedonia. So, I had to remain in Egypt almost as a hostage to be used as potential leverage, although Ptolemy did find a use for me and so I was to serve his interests. The year began with a swarm of locusts infesting Egypt and much of the Empire causing major disruption with the grain production which was one of Egypt’s major assets and so my job was to handle the distribution of the grain that was in storage. I had to speak to the Priests in charge of the granaries to open them up to claim profit through distributing the grain to the Greek city states. Greece would undoubtedly come to us for grain and so I decided that we put a 10% tariff on it as they would be in desperate need for it; the Athenians in particular would require a large sum of grain as it is written that they needed 100,000 medimnoi of grain during a shortage.[footnoteRef:12]  [12:  Cyrene Museum. IGCyr. ] 

Class Eight: (09/11/2018)
For the remainder of my time with Ptolemy I stayed with him and his army during his campaign taking over Babylon. When Python was on his way to take it back with his army, Ptolemy fled back to Egypt using scorched earth tactics on the way.[footnoteRef:13] After this, Ptolemy was assassinated by the Macedonian general Argaeus in Egypt, which resulted in Lagus not trusting me and having me killed. [13:  Rea, 2015.] 
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