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Ethics Approval Form

Before you complete this form, please take time to carefully consider the following questions:

Have you considered yet whether there are any problematic ethical issues in your proposed research project?  If you have not you should talk to your Course Tutor or Supervisor.

Have you already completed an Ethics Approval Form? Yes – then you do not need to complete this form

No – please complete this form in as much detail as you can.

	Name:
	Brandon Stevens

	Project/Research Title:
	Developing a Bespoke Inventory Management System Using an Action Research and Phenomenological Approach 


	Name of Supervisor:
	Andrew Green

	School/Dept.
	NPTC Group of Colleges Neath 

	Faculty:
	

	Proposed Start Date:
	13/01/2024 
	End Date:
	10/05/2024



1. Summary of planned research (please indicate below the purpose of your planned project/research, together with your aims, main research questions and research design – you should continue onto a separate sheet if necessary)
	The research involves studying inventory management systems and then communicating with my client to develop them a bespoke IMS that matches their specific needs. 

The problem that is trying to be solved in this project is the lack of a web-based stock-management system that is simple enough for individuals with limited tech proficiency and, at the same time, accessible to those with specific disabilities. 

Aim: 
Investigate current inventory management systems and develop a bespoke system that is user-friendly, responsive, and has specific features outlined by the client.

Objectives:
· Conduct research into stock management, review current systems available, and investigate different types of management systems. 
· Determine the desired features and type of system for the client.  
· Design a user interface that matches the client’s requirements. 
· Develop the inventory management system. 
· Test the system by creating, deleting, and updating stock records. Test the application’s responsiveness and usability on different sized devices.   
· Evaluate the usability, user friendliness, and functionality of the app by collecting feedback from the client.  

A phenomenological approach will be used when undertaking this project, qualitive data collection methods such as interviews will be used to understand the client’s requirements for the system. An action research method will also be used, so I will be trying to solve the client’s issues and conduct research simultaneously.  











2. Methodology (You need to be clear about the methodology you intend to use in your study; this could include any number of methods, so either tick those shown below (where appropriate) or put the details in the box marked *)

	 X
	Interviews
	
	Participant Observation
	 X
	Use of personal data

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Focus groups
	
	Questionnaire
	 X
	Literature Review

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Performance
	
	Presentation
	
	Other (state below)*



	



3. Participants - Does your proposed project/research involve human participants?

	X
	1. Yes, as a primary source*
	
	2. Yes, as a secondary source*
	
	No- go to section 4



*If you have ticked yes, it is likely you will need an Advanced CRB check before undertaking your study

If yes, indicate who your participants are:

	
	Early years/Pre-School children
	X
	Adults - give details below

	
	
	

	
	School age children
	
	Vulnerable people - give details below

	
	
	

	
	Young People aged 17-18
	My kickboxing coach will be explaining to me what features he wants on the IMS. 


	
	
	

	
	Unknown at this stage
	



4. Ethical issues - you should tick all that apply

	
	Administration of drugs incl. alcohol 
	
	Deprivation

	
	
	
	

	
	Unpleasant stimuli in any manner or form
	
	Active deception or withholding information

	
	
	
	

	X
	Collection of highly personal information
	
	Payment



5. Are there any ethical concerns other than those listed above? (Continue onto a separate sheet if necessary)

	As this is an online system there will be security risks to collecting personal data. There must be transparency between the client and their customers, they will need to know how their data is being used and be offered the option to erase their personal data upon request. 





6. If there are any ethical concerns, please state how you intend to minimise any risk of harm or distress that could be caused (continue onto a separate sheet if necessary)

	Implement security features into the system.





You should enclose any materials (e.g. questionnaire, interview schedule), plus the Consent Form, and the Debriefing Sheet when submitting the Ethics Approval Form to your supervisor.

Student Signature __BStevens__________________________________________Date: 12/01/2024

**********************************************************************************
	
	
Advanced CRB check required
	
	
CRB confirmation received -  Date:_______________

	
	

	X
	
Recommendation of approval given at Faculty Level

	
	

	
	
Approval not given at Faculty level – forwarded for discussion at the next meeting of the University Ethics Committee
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Signature: (Assistant Dean/Head of School) _______________                 ____________ Date: ________________
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