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Dissertation
The anonymity of women over the centuries gave rise to the word ‘Feminism’, does this term rightly describe the women of today as equality is paramount in today’s society.
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Introduction

A research study into how history has given us a distorted view of women, especially in the Arts. I wish to discuss how this has affected and spurred women on to a greater platform. Focusing on how class and power has influenced how women were treated and portrayed, leading to the empowerment that it has given to us as women today. History shows women with hand held mirrors gazing upon their own reflection, today we see them gazing at their phones for that perfect ‘selfie’.

“I think we are on the track of a lost novelist, a suppressed poet, of some mute and inglorious Jane Austen, some Emily Brontë who dashed her brains out on the moor or mopped and mowed about highways crazed with torture that her gifts had put her to. Indeed, I venture to guess that Anon, who wrote so many poems without signing them, was often a Woman” Virginia Woolfe1
 So has how society perceives women today really changed at all?
In society there are divided ‘functions’. How we perceive these ‘functions’ can inevitably cause prejudice, division and often offence.
The definition of feminism is ‘the advocacy of women’s rights on the ground of the equality of the sexes’ (according to google) it is represented by activists committed to fight for women’s rights and interests as some even today some  women have little or no access to education In some parts of the world, such restrictions continue.
The suffragettes fought for the right to vote in the late 19th and early 20th century. They were treated appallingly during their campaign. Founded by Emmiline Pankhurst, they engaged in direct action and civil disobedience coining the motto ‘Deeds not Words’. They were attacked and suffered sexual assault during their protests and battles with the police. They encountered anger and ridicule for their cause. If imprisoned they would go on hunger strike and would be force-fed. 
[1 Virginia Woolfe, A Room of One’s Own. Vintage 2018]

Part 1  
Anonymity
A group of mavericks changed the art scene in France in the 19th Century when Impressionism was born. It discarded with tradition because it was spontaneous and captured everyday life and landscapes as never before seen. Painting on the spot rather than in the studio, capturing the natural light.  Of course these maverick painters were men, Monet, Degas, Renoir and Cezanne. Claude Monet led the way, their work was revolutionary and fresh. It was also open to ridicule, this did not perturb this enthusiastic group with their new and visionary work. In amongst this group was Mary Cassatt. Cassatt was born in Pennsylvania, America and was a painter and a printmaker. When she was 15 Cassatt attended the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts. She became disillusioned with Academy as there was no structure to the teaching. Her friends were championing equal rights, this had a major effect on her and was fed up with the condescending attitude of her fellow male students. Because of this Cassatt made her move to Paris but even here, as a female artist, she found that women were still not recognised and were classed as non-entities, anonymous. She fought against the establishment to portray the 19th century woman from a woman’s perspective. Cassatt was influenced by her active and intelligent mother, she believed that women should be educated and actively encouraged Mary to peruse her career in the art world. 

Does this mean that feminism has not changed?
Mary Cassatt was supported and encouraged by her mother to follow her dreams and pursue a career in the arts despite her father objection. She spent her adult life living in France where she became friends with Degas. She was not politically active but her art work was suggestive and strong. She liked to paint women in their everyday setting, mothers and children in everyday life. ‘Reading Le Figaro’ by Cassatt, portrays a strong intelligent woman. 
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She became a supporter of the Women’s Suffrage and showed her work in an exhibition supporting the movement. She studied in relative obscurity as at that period of time women were not recognised for their work no matter how good they were. Eventually Cassatt had one of her portraits selected at the Paris Salon, a French Government run Exhibition. Her portrait was well received but she submitted it under the name Mary Stevenson as her father’s words of disapproval still had immense affect on her.  The Paris Salon continued to exhibit her paintings for exhibitions which helped her become accepted as an established artist. 
Mary Cassatt encountered the same prejudice and struggles that some women face today. She faced opposition from her father who had a high social standing in his community and schooled his children well. Mary being a girl was being programmed to be a wife and mother. A typical stereotype of her generation, in effect I suppose she was being groomed for a life to serve a husband and procreate. This shows that she was lucky to escape and follow her dreams with the support of her mother, strong women supporting one another. This is how she became a strong independent woman in her own right and forged her own way in the art world that at the time was lead by men. History has portrayed women through the centuries as objects of beauty and desire, social standing has also had a great effect on how they were treated as like Mary Cassatt they were expected to conform, does this make her a feminist? Or was she just a clever intelligent woman with her own mind and the determination to succeed? 
“When people are thrust into history and forced to participate in the work and struggles that constitute history, they find themselves obliged to view their relationship in a clear and disabused manner. This history has no object distinct from what it creates from out of itself, although the final unconscious metaphysical vision of the historical era considered the productive progression through which history had unfolded as itself the object of history. As for the subject of history, it can be nothing other than the self-production of the living – living people becoming masters and possessors of their own historical world and of their own fully conscious adventures.2”

This is a quote from Society of the Spectacle by Guy De Bord. For me this is what describes how Cassatt ceased being anonymous.

Whilst researching feminist and feminism I have come across Amy Dillwyn. Amy was born into a family that encouraged the children to thrive. The family was the wealthy Dillwyn Llewelyns of Swansea, her uncle was the photographer John Dillwyn Llewelyn. She was surrounded by talented people most of which were men. Amy wasn’t even named on her birth certificate it simply stated, a girl born to Lewis Dillwyn Llewelyn (Gentleman) and Elizabeth Dillwyn (formally De la beche). Virginia Woolfe’s quote “I venture to guess that Anon, who wrote so many poems without signing them, was often a Woman3” best describes Amy. She was a strong woman but disguised her femininity most of her life. The death of her fiancé had a profound effect on her but his untimely passing put her on another path in life and saved her form a life of conforming. She became a novelist and also wrote for the spectator. In her novels she would write of unrequited love between women which was based on her love for her friend Olive Talbot.She became a strong independent woman who because of her inheritance was one of the first female industrialists. She inherited her fathers spelter works saving it from bankruptcy and closure also saving the jobs of the 200 people who worked there and in the process  decided to change her look and dress less feminine as she was now becoming a ‘man of business’. 
[2 Guy de Bord, Society of the Spectacle]

[3 Virginia Woolfe, A Room of One’s Own. Vintage 2018. P65]
In a 2017 exhibition at the Glynn Vivian called the Moon and Smile which was a modern portrayal of the Dillwyn Llewelyn Family and their life, Amy was not mentioned. Another example of her being anonymous. She wrote about her love for Olive Talbot whom she referred in her diaries to as her ‘wife’. This would have been frowned upon as it wasn’t  normal in society. Love was meant to be between a man and a woman. So this brings another aspect to Amy Dillwyn, could it possibly mean that she was a lesbian? Whatever she was she was certainly a strong independent woman who knew her own mind who had the capacity to learn and think for herself and not conform to the ideal that society expected a woman to be.  
“To be born a woman has been to be born, within an allotted and confined space, into the keeping of men. The social presence of women has developed as a result of their ingenuity in living under such tutelage within such a limited space. But this has been at the cost of a woman’s self being split into two. A woman must continually watch herself. She is almost continually accompanied by her own image of herself. Whilst walking across a room or whilst she is weeping at the death of her father, she can scarcely avoid envisaging herself walking or weeping. From earliest childhood she has been taught and persuaded to survey herself continually4.”
The words of John Berger even tell us that women are born to be moulded into a certain role for society but  because of these constraints they have become resourceful. They  are now able to think and live outside the constraints and prying eyes of the old days without having to keep herself in check. Again I find myself thinking about the women John Berger writes of as I assume, even though he was an observer, he observed timid women who conformed. He does however acknowledge that women are imaginative and are able to use that to their benefit.Feminism has evolved throughout history, the on-going struggle to change how society perceives women has provoked and initiated many a debate and argument. As history has recorded the term ‘Feminism’ represents women’s issues and the need for women to be given equal rights in a society which was mainly been controlled by men.
[4 John Berger, Ways of Seeing. Pengiun 2008. P46]
 Feminism is considered to be a social movement with many followers as it focuses on the issues they were seeking, to remove the barriers and have equal rights and place in society.
Part 2
Catalyst

The Art world over the centuries has depicted class, division and objectification of women in many ways and forms through paintings and photography. The photographer Karen Knorr produced a series of black and white photographs titled  ‘Belgravia’ (1979-1981). The work uses images and text. The people are not named and remain anonymous, non-portraits that highlight class and power during the Thatcher era in the late 70’s and early 80’s.
“The work describes the ‘everyday’ of a privileged minority. Historically, portraiture of the upper classes has tended to be flattering but the combination of image and text brings this work is closer to satire and caricature, without losing the strong reality effect specific to photography. The meaning of the work can be found in the space between image and text: neither text nor image illustrate each other, but create a “third meaning” to be completed by the spectator. The text slows down the viewing process as we study the text and return to re-evaluate the image in light of what we have read.. There are key words capitalised and words from conversations are broken up and laid out on the surface of the photographic paper emphasizing its constructed and ironic nature, The people photographed become actors and perform their identities in a collaborative fashion with me. We choose clothes together and decide in which part of their homes would suit the portrait, There is a real complicity between us. They are after all ‘family’5.” 
[5Belgravia, Karen Knorr]
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In another of her works titled ‘Gentlemen’ the images and texts highlight the absurdity of class and power where women are concerned. Photographed in a gentleman’s club in central London the texts used to accompany the images are taken from speeches and news, also at the time of Thatcher.
‘Until the early 1970’s a married women still needed her husband’s endorsement for any household purchases. Whilst women now have full property rights, they still remain under-represented in key positions of governance and in financial and academic worlds. It is still a boys club in which some women are honorary members.

I wanted to make work that used humour to explore attitudes prevalent amongst the English establishment in the 1980’s. Despite being Prime Minister and head of the Conservative party, Margaret Thatcher as a woman was not allowed full membership at the Conservative Gentlemen’s club ‘The Carlton'. It is in these clubs that behind the scene influence is still used to influence politics and business’. Karen Knorr (1981-1983)
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Have women been omitted because of forgetfulness or just prejudice as these are obvious places of male dominance and hierarchy. By using humour and irony, Knorr takes an interesting approach to what is a closed order.
Part 3. 
Journey

Society is forever changing and is changing how see things. Mark Power’s work, The Shipping Forecast is an unique take on how to  record a journey. He visited and photographed stretches of the British Coastline, a journey which took him four years to complete. He originally planned to photograph the 31 areas that covered the shipping forecast but most are out at sea and therefore it was not practical or possible to do so. The photographs are all titled with that particular days shipping forecast recording a moment of passing time and reminding us how fleeting it really is. Power’s captures the mundane giving us a snapshot of other people’s lives in some of the remote communities around the British Isles.
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Tyne

Sunday 25 July 1993

West or southwest 3 or 4 increasing 5 or 6. Showers. Good.

The Shipping Forecast by Mark Power.

This is a slightly strange choice to use as research but Mark Power’s photograph’s are showing the reality of a journey he took to places he’d imagined. The point is take nothing for granted. Which is what some women have done. The coming of age of women on this journey was a rude awakening for some. Often lacking in confidence and emotional, these women have questioned everything from gender, femininity and masculinity, intelligence and beauty. This change shows strength and strong determined women. Individuals with intelligence and foresight. They stopped fighting against the establishment and have begun to reshape it to suit all. Equality for all is now the new Feminism. 
Women have led the way in discussions about gender as they have had the most constraints and have been the most oppressed. Equality is at the forefront of the news in today’s society. There are certain pitfalls with equality as everyone has a different needs.
 The news can be very conflicting especially for women, in a recent online newspaper article the title read, The Guardian view on women’s rights: do not take progress for granted.  
 ‘Evidence suggests that women’s advancement has stalled and is in danger of going backwards.’ It states that the government, lead by Theresa May, has a list of “burning injustices”. It seems that the gender pay gap will take even longer to close and that the evolution of women is in reverse. One of the main obstacles for Feminism is still men, even though in this country we have a female Prime Minister, equality for all is still an uphill battle between the sexes. The media doesn’t help the feminist cause and can be nonsensical. They can convey images and stories of sexism, which for some have a lasting effect on their self esteem and confidence. Women still encounter social inequality,
 Around 58 per cent of carers are female according to the Office of National Statistics, with women in full-time work still more likely to be carers than men in full-time work. Transgendered women remain extremely likely to be prejudiced against; lesbian women tend to experience higher levels of discrimination in the UK than gay men. Black African women who are asylum seekers in the UK have an appallingly high mortality rate, estimated at 7 times higher than for white women. This shows real life and that the struggle is real despite living in a modern world.
There seems to be an overwhelming hindrance to equality for all, even though we have left the dark days of suffrage long behind us. Sexism and inequality is still rearing it’s ugly head in our modern day society. So has feminism changed feminists? Some used feminism as a vessel to spread hate against men it had little to do with equality. Feminism and equality has given women empowerment and the belief that they strong and can do anything they want to.
 Recently the actress Emma Watson was slated by critics for a Vanity Fair photo she posed for. She was pictured wearing a white cape that barely covered her breasts. 
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Emma is a feminist and told the critics, “It just always reveals to me how many misconceptions and what a misunderstanding there is about what feminism is.” She continued: “Feminism is about giving women choice. Feminism is not a stick with which to beat other women with. It’s about freedom, it’s about liberation, it’s about equality. I really don’t know what my tits have to do with it. It’s very confusing.”  
Is it feminism or just women being strong, thinking and acting independently for themselves? After all we are allowed to make our own minds up and make our own choices. The blogging site Tumblr, an online debate “Women against Feminism”. It argued that women were cast as victims. Women posted photos and created lists for rejecting feminism:
· "I love men and value their human rights." 

· "I can form my own opinions without the influence of other women,   politicians and liberal college professors." 

· "Because when I dress feminine it’s for ME, I am not oppressed." 

· "I am not a weak minded person."

· "Cooking for my husband is not oppression."
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The movement has ruffled a few feathers among feminists, who think that feminism is misunderstood and people don’t know what it means today. This is how I see feminism. It has evolved to suit all, hence equality.

The early campaigners such as the suffragettes were totally right. Their  campaigning and marching for those rights have been the base for women to emerge from the shadows of men and stand alongside, shoulder to shoulder with men. Everyone’s views and ideals are different, some even radical and the main aim of the movement was equality but some women are quite happy being women. Just like the women you see painted by the masters, happy to be gazed upon and adored. 
“Women were meant to be mothers and domestic angels who did not work and earn money. Yet the same social system which produced this ideology of domesticity embraced and made vivid by millions of women, also generated the feminist revolt with a different set of definitions of women’s possibilities and ambitions”. 
Griselda Pollock
Griselda Pollock is a feminist art historian and cultural theorist. She has questioned the reason why women have been omitted from art history and draws on the work of French cultural theorists such as Michel Foucault and his ideas of social control. Foucault argues that sexuality is fundamentally bourgeois in origin and that class and gender were intimately connected. Possibly this was as a result of patriarchy and capitalism and the working class have always been exploited by capitalism. 
Again it we are drawn to the ideal that equality is the way forward. Feminism may be evolving into equality and some argue that it was always about equality but it has shown there can be some women that have no wish to be classed as feminists. Theorists believed that the goal of feminism was to promote superiority of girls and women over men. The reality is that it all encompassing, campaigning against oppression and gender inequality. Today we are a more tolerant society even though there are some that think women have no place in society. There are barriers still to be opened but it still feels like a slow progress but it is better than none at all. Moving with the times is necessary, it’s part of the journey that has taken woman out of the dark ages and propelled her to think for herself.
“what conditions are necessary for the creation of works of art?  Security, confidence, independence, a degree of prosperity – a room of one’s own. All things denied to most women around the world living in Virginia Woolfe’s time, and before her time, and since. In this funny , provoking and insightful polemic, Virginia Woolfe challenges her audience to work on even in obscurity, to cultivate the habit of freedom, and to excersie the courage to write exactly what on thinks6
This is an introduction to A Room of One’s Own by Virginia Woolfe, written by Janette Winterson. The text is as relevant today as it was then. Security, confidence, independence and a degree of wealth is  just as important to a woman in todays society as it was in her day, the difference being that it is easier to attain today for anyone and it is what most people strive for. The battle of the sexes is the norm.  “Women are supposed to be calm generally: but women feel as men feel; they need exercise for their faculties and field for their efforts as much as their brothers7.”
The real issue with society today as it has been, is that it is still a predominantly male led society. Even though we have a female Prime Minister and we have a record number of female MP’s, 209, women are still being left out:
Nine in 10 single parents are women, single female pensioners are more likely to be poor, and poor BAME women face multiple disadvantages even before the effects of cuts are calculated. Last month’s report by UN poverty expert Philip Alston highlighted the impact on single mothers of policies including universal credit. Four women have launched a high court challenge to benefit reforms they claim are discriminatory. The Equality and Human Rights Commission projects that the poverty rate for children in single-parent households will be 62% by 2022. Any economic shock following from Brexit will only exacerbate such hardships.8  

Even though we are living in the 21st Century this report is much like the hardships that have women faced through centuries past. The same pattern emerges and it just highlights women’s place in society. 
So does this mean, that no matter what, campaigning, marching for women’s rights, chaining to railings women are still the weaker sex and will never gain the same rights as men? Possibly not but even the advancement of the years and technology have still shown that nothing is ever easy just like Brexit.  
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It was a campaign that now makes the 1970s seem very remote. The Daily Mirror hired Beverley Pilkington, a Page 3 model who later became the face of Big D Nuts, to front its coverage; newspapers showed girls in tight T-shirts reading: “Europe or bust”. A Swedish model called Siv posed in a bikini adorned with the flags of the member states to drum up interest in the subject. The Mirror called her a “curvy kind of flagpole who enjoys dressing up to the nines”9 This was the way of thinking in the 1970’s when sexism was normal,  this was one of the photographs they used to encourage the country to vote yes to join Europe, fast forward to today this is unthinkable and totally unacceptable. Even though you can look at the photograph and be shocked, what we probably don’t realise is that the women photographed were probably happy to have their picture taken and were paid quite well for doing so.
“Publicity exerts an enormous influence and is a political phenomenon of great importance. But it’s offer is as narrow as it’s reference is wide. It recognizes nothing except the power to acquire. All other human faculties or needs are made subsidiary to this power. All hopes are gathered together,made homogeneous, simplified, so that they become the intense yet vague, magical yet repeatable promise offered in every purchase. No other kind of hope or satisfaction or pleasure can any longer be envisaged within the culture of capitalism. Publicity is the life of this culture – in so far as without publicity capitalism could not survive – and at the same time publicity is it’s dream. Capitalism survives by forcing the majority, whom it exploits, to define their own interests as narrowly as possible. This was once achieved by extensive deprivation. Today in the developed countries it is being achieved by imposing a false standard of what is and what is not desirable”10  
So even though it is unthinkable today and with all the reporting of women being left behind, I think women are stronger and more resourceful than ever before. As John Berger wrote, publicity has a great influence over society and how people think, the suffragettes as feminists fought for their belief in each other and their vision for an equal society, that is possibly the issue people have with feminists and feminism because people view them as strong women and feel intimidated by the thought. The Lack of understanding and the typical stereotyping attached to feminism has seen it change dramatically, is it a class of the sexes?  I somehow think that women aren’t out to take over the world merely they are just looking for an even platform to stand on and with men. As I mentioned earlier, Amy Dillwyn, as she took over the running of her father’s nearly bankrupt spelter business, decided that she would dress more manly as she was becoming a man of business. This showed her determination and foresight. She became a strong independent woman that possibly intimidated all who dealt with her much like, I think, the women of today. Most of today’s younger generation of women and men are far more mindful of the ways of the world, they are all for equality, equal rights and reject labelling people. They have opportunities that were non-existent or few and far between and possibly some do not realise how fortunate they are. The feminists who started the wave of change made it possible. 
 [6 an introduction by Janette Winterson]
[7Virginia Woolfe, A Room of One’s own. Vintage 2018. P92]
[8www.theguardian.com] 
[9 www.theguardian.com Brexit is a feminist issue, Helen Lewis, 2016]

[10 Ways of Seeing, John Berger]
Conclusion
The anonymity of women over the centuries gave rise to the word ‘Feminism’, does this term rightly describe the women of today as equality is paramount in today’s society.

History implied that to be born a woman would mean you were invisible, a non-person. Meant only for marriage and child bearing. Anonymity has pushed women to freedom from the archaic constraints put upon them by men and society throughout history. This changed the way women thought, looked and were able to speak. The way women are perceived has totally changed but the emergence of how women live today is testament to the strength and foresight of the anonymous women of history who fought the establishment to give us our rights, which, in turn, has now given equal rights for all. With the way society is changing, growing and evolving we must be ever mindful of others. I have possibly changed the way I think about feminism as I am not a feminist. Being able to think and form my own opinions is far more empowering to me personally. Being a strong individual is to be admired and not labelled. Is feminism an out of date description of forward thinking women, then yes I think it is. 
References
Bibliography 
Berger, J. (2008). Ways of seeing. London: British Broadcasting Corporation and Penguin Books.
Debord, G., Debord, G. and Knabb, K. (n.d.). The society of the spectacle.

Fernie, E. (n.d.). Art history and its methods.
Woolf, V. (2018). A room of one's own. [S.l.]: VINTAGE CLASSICS.

Web Sites
Anon, (2018). [online] Available at: https://www.thoughtco.com/feminist-theory-3026624 feminist theory in sociology [Accessed 12 Dec. 2018].
En.wikipedia.org. (2018). Flâneur. [online] Available at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fl%C3%A2neur [Accessed  May 2018].

En.wikipedia.org. (2018). Mary Cassatt. [online] Available at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Cassatt [Accessed  May 2018].
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/dec/07/the-guardian-view-on-womens-rights-do-not-take-progress-for-granted

Karenknorr.com. (2018). Photography | Karen Knorr. [online] Available at: http://karenknorr.com/photography/ [Accessed  May 2018].
kim, e. (2018). [online] Available at: https://www.today.com/news/feminism-still-relevant-som By Eun Kyung Kim [Accessed 12 Dec. 2018].
Le, T. (2018). Is Today's Feminism Irrelevant?. [online] FG MAGAZINE. Available at: http://www.thefashionglobe.com/feminism-today [Accessed 12 Dec. 2018].

Lewis, H. (2018). Brexit is a feminist issue. [online] the Guardian. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/mar/20/women-europe-referendum-debate-brexit [Accessed 12 Dec. 2018].
Newstatesman.com. (2018). Writers. [online] Available at: https://www.newstatesman.com/writers/318481 [Accessed 12 Dec. 2018].
Power, M. and Chandler, D. (1998). The shipping forecast. London: Zelda Cheatle Press in association with Network Photographers.

Sontag, S. (1977). On photography. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux.

Swansea.ac.uk. (2018). Home - Amy Dillwyn. [online] Available at: http://www.swansea.ac.uk/crew/researchprojects/dillwyn/amydillwyn/ [Accessed May 2018].

TODAY.com. (2018). Is feminism still relevant? Some women saying they don't need it. [online] Available at: https://www.today.com/news/feminism-still-relevant-some-women-saying-they-dont-need-it-1D79996867 [Accessed 12 Dec. 2018].
