Community profile


A community profile is established to understand the local community and its surroundings. According to Hawtin and Percy-Smith (2007, p.1) “a community profile is a tool for community development”. The aim of this community profile is to focus on youth work provisions that is conducted in the area, the statistics based on population and crime in relation to young people. This profile will also give a report of the local community and settings, which will contemplate key information for youth workers, issues that may be a challenge or concern for young people and positive factors of the area by looking at education, employment/unemployment, transport, health and housing.

For my first year placement I was based in a residential supported living project for young people called Clarewood, which is based in the Cimla area of Neath. Cimla is a suburb of the town of Neath, which consists of a residential area that is part of the built-up town Neath. The surrounding areas are Skewen, Tonna, Cadoxton, Brittan ferry, Bryncoch and Neath Abbey, in Cimla and the surrounding areas there are schools, hospitals, GPs, Shops, supermarkets and community centres. There are also good available methods of transport within this area, buses, taxi ranks and trains which give young people the opportunity to adventure out of their area whether it being for education, work or socialising. 

According to UK Office of National Statistics (2018) there are approximately 3,780 people that reside in the Cimla area in Neath Port-Talbot, there are around 386 aged between 10–19 and around 337 aged between 20-29.
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UK Office for National Statistics (2018)

According to Gnollestatecountrypark.co.uk, (2020) just above Neath town centre there is the Gnoll Estate/park, which is located in its original rural settings, famous for its beauty. Which used to be home for the Gnoll House which was demolished in 1957, The Gnoll Estate is now owned and maintained by Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council, it is one of Neath and Port Talbots main attraction for the community and its visitors. Even though some of the historical elements of the Estate has been damaged through time, many of the parks structural elements remain undamaged with either being rebuilt or restored.


Education
In Cimla, there are a mix of schools, providing both Welsh and English curriculum. Npt.gov.uk, (2020) States that all schools in this area are realising the four purposes of the new curriculum in Wales, where children and young people are provided opportunities to develop as:  
· ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives
· enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work
· ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world
· healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society.
For those that want to develop their studies further there is a collage nearby, Neath Port Talbot Collage NPTC invites young people to learn new skills and develop their knowledge, with the opportunity to gain qualifications. NPTC is a group of colleges, formed in 2013, it consists of four colleges: Afan College, Brecon Beacons College, Neath College and Newtown College. School leavers have voted NPTC the top training provider in Wales and fifth in the UK, as well as number two for teaching, in ‘The School Leaver Awards 2019′ stated by (NPTC Group of Colleges, 2020).
 On the other hand, here are some statistics for the highest level of education achieved by residents of Neath according to (iLiveHere - Britain's worst places to live, 2020),[image: ]
Neath has a high level of residents with either no qualifications or qualifications equal to 1 or more GCSE at grade D or below.
Employment 
Below is a chart that displays the employment rate statistics within the area for 2019 according to Normis (2019)
[image: ]
This suggests that the employment rate is fairly good as can be seen above 74.5% are employed and 25.5% are unemployed or retired, this can be down to easy access to transport, good job opportunities and good education.

Transport links 
Transport links in Cimla, Neath to surrounding areas and further are good, there is access to busses within walking distance, also those who wish to head further out to bigger cities such as Swansea, Bridgend and Cardiff there is a train station within walking distance as well.
Crime
Police.uk, (2020) states that in 2019 within Cimla Neath there were 380 crimes reported, with anti-social behaviour, violence and sexual offences at the top of the list with the highest reported cases. Below is a chart that displays the crime rate statistics within the area for 2019
[image: ]
Police.uk, (2020)
There is a local policing team that is on hand to listen to any concerns that you may have and to act upon those issues, offering help and support to the community. There is a community payback project within this area, which offenders then have to pay back to the community through a community sentence, the offender is supervised at all times and the sentence of the court is set by legislation in which the offender does so as unpaid work. This work can be seen to benefit the community, the public are encouraged to nominate projects for the offenders.

Housing
Neath has a higher rate of home ownership, either outright or through a mortgage than the national average, which suggests that Neath is a relatively wealthy area. (iLiveHere - Britain's worst places to live, 2020)
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According to Zoopla (2020) within the last 6 months the average price for a property is around £136,466, the more affordable option would be rented accommodation which can be provided by social housing through Neath Port Talbot Council and housing associations such as Pobl, Coastal Housing, and Family Housing.
Health
There are many doctors and dentist surgery’s in Cimla as well as Cimla hospital with a mental health unit, (Services, Health and Health, 2020) states that they specialise in Mental health support, care and treatment, which is vital for society as it stands currently.
Leisure
There is a leisure centre which is within walking distance also near the bus station, which provides activities suited for young people such as learn to swim academy, gym and group exercising activities. They provide kids school holiday programmes which include sporting activities and specialised sports taster and training sessions, (Celtic Leisure, 2020) suggests that there are activities to suit everyone and welcome any suggestions for new activities.

Young people and opportunities in their area
There are many opportunities for young people within Cimla, there is a local youth club which is linked with Families first organization, which runs on a Monday evening 18:00 – 20:00 for ages 11-18 years which costs 50p. In Cimla youth club they have activities such as table tennis, badminton, arts and crafts, video games, karaoke and opportunities to go on trips (Npt.gov.uk, 2020). There are also opportunities such as Neath Sea Cadets, Scouts and the young ambassador scheme, apart from these hobbies there is a local cinema, park and town where the young people are seen to hang out after school and in the holidays. Besides this Neath Port Talbot Youth Fund (NPTYF) are always on the lookout for young people aged between 14-25 years to join their team. The main aspect of their role is to help distribute funds into the community which support young people, by joining NPTYF the young people can gain skills such as communication skills, make new friends, team-work and opportunities for training that can help with future employment (Neath Port Talbot Youth Fund are looking for young people, 2020).
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QUALIFICATION NEATH PORT TALBOT WALES
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Overall employment rate (working-age) (from 2018 Q2 (12 months ending) to 2019 Q3 (12 months ending)) for Neath Port Talbot
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Comparison of crime types in this area between January 2019
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