Welsh Language Development

The importance of the Welsh language cannot be underestimated. By increasing skills and knowledge of multilingual skills, it ‘gives a sense of belonging to the country and foster pride amongst learners’ (Welsh Government, 2020). Improving the understanding and ability to confidently speak both Welsh and English, will deepen pupils’ use of language and improve their overall language skills in both spoken and written form, as good language is ‘fundamental to human communication’ (Welsh Government, 2020). 

When undertaking this task, I led the whole class in an introductory session on understanding the familiar descriptive terms which would be particularly useful to them when talking about the topic ‘Fy Ffrind’ (My Friend). Whilst leading the class in this session, from an evaluation perspective, it was my view that the most appropriate means of effectively evaluating individuals was via close observation of their engagement which would enable me to identify those pupils who were regularly contributing to the session, for example, putting their hands up and answering questions. Effective two-way communication between the class and myself was a vital component throughout the session, to ensure all pupils had a clear understanding of the topic and the task assigned to them. I was also focused on identifying perseverance amongst the class especially where pupils sought to correct themselves with the aim of improving upon their responses.
 
The main aims of this task for pupils included an understanding of the terms used, the appropriate use of those terms, improvements in descriptive work when talking about friends and the effective use of prior knowledge to complete class activities following the video session. 

Within the video session, pupils were required to describe the appearance of their peers and talk about the likes and dislikes of their friends. My role was to encourage and support them to use full sentences and relevant vocabulary within their work. By engaging with this class activity, it gave the pupils a platform to go and work independently on their Welsh literacy skills. 

One of the main aims of the session was to involve and engage all pupils within the activity regardless of their prior knowledge or ability. The intention was for all pupils to gain a basic understanding of the familiar Welsh descriptive terms and to support their answers with the use of relevant nouns and colours.

Following the video session, it was evident that the majority of pupils engaged well within the task and achieved good collaboration with their peers and myself as the class teacher. The pupils found the activity itself to be extremely beneficial as the real-life contexts used provided opportunity for all members of the class to be involved with discussion which improved their understanding of the topic. However, it also became apparent that a small number of pupils had failed to engage with the activity. Therefore, a target for future progress would be for these pupils to seek support in the development of their oral and written Welsh language skills. Their development in this area could be better served by breaking the process down into bite-sized areas beginning with a focus on the descriptive features followed by the gradual inclusion of nouns and colours. By undertaking these smaller steps, this should enable those pupils to work through related tasks with greater confidence and to support a continuum of progression in the Welsh language. 

From a teacher perspective, there were several aspects which proved successful during this session. The layout of the class for the activity allowed for the inclusion of all pupils and also enabled me to have a clear view of all pupils within the group. The ability to be inclusive and incorporate all pupils of different abilities will show good differentiation and allow for a deep understanding of individual pupil engagement. Another positive aspect of this activity was the eagerness and determination of the majority of pupils to immerse themselves into the discussions and answer questions. Through the introduction of inviting volunteers up to the front of the class, I feel this gave an incentive for the wider class group to participate and engage thoroughly with the task. Through their positive attitude to the work, it was clear that the majority of pupils enjoyed the session as it provided them with the ability to express themselves within their learning of Welsh as a second language. 

Moreover, there were also particular teaching strategies that I adopted which proved beneficial to me in conducting this activity. The strategy of using the whiteboard proved particularly successful as it provided a clear guide for the pupils to link the questions to the answers and supported more thorough engagement in the activity. Pupils in class liked the idea of having a visual aid to support their learning as it provides a ‘scaffolding’ (Vygotsky, 1978) which guides them towards an answer.
 
Another approach which proved successful in its implementation was the use of pupils as visual aids and a stimulus for the questions. I used four pupils in my activity who all had different characteristics and features. This allowed for the answers to be varied and made pupils think carefully about the terms used and any prior knowledge they had of colours and nouns in the Welsh language. 

Throughout this activity I looked to develop upon one of my specific personal targets which is the inclusion of all pupils, regardless of their abilities and provide appropriate levels of challenge to pupils according to their ability. This target was executed throughout the activity as the majority of pupils in class demonstrated engagement with the Welsh language development and wanted to take part. When differentiating the activity for the varied abilities within the group, I asked questions which could be easily understood and allowed for different lengths of answer dependent upon pupil ability. For example, within the video it is evident that some pupils had higher expectations placed on them due to their greater ability in Welsh. These pupils were expected to answer questions more fully, using the frames provided on the whiteboard. The pupils of lower ability were asked simple questions that just demonstrated their understanding of individual terms and may not have been required to formulate answers into full sentences, therefore, could answer with one word only. This differentiation is due to the pupils’ ability to engage with the materials within the activity and their individual confidence in reading and speaking in front of the class. Therefore, by introducing this differentiation it demonstrates clear progress against my target to provide appropriate levels of challenge to pupils dependent on their ability. 

The decisions made when setting work and providing challenge according to pupil ability is in relation to the aims of improving Welsh speaking amongst learners and making it a part of their daily routine. The different levels of challenge will allow all pupils to participate in Welsh medium related activities as it is vital to create ‘opportunities for pupils to listen, speak and write in Welsh’ (BBC, 2019).

In relation to the strategies for development, it would be even better if the video session involved more visual aids with the aim of further stimulating the learning and engagement of pupils. The introduction of digital learning including an interactive whiteboard to complete similar tasks that involve the use of the Welsh language could further improve the learning experience for pupils. A wide range of Welsh resources are available online which are beneficial to the improvement and development of multilingual learning and would compliment the continuum of progression for learners in these Welsh lessons. 

A further improvement would also be to achieve whole class involvement within this session. A noticeable downside to the video session was that some children, particularly those in the lower ability groups, felt reluctant to participate and answer questions. It was a recurring theme that the same pupils were answering questions or showing intent by putting their hand up. Establishing a means to ensure that the session caters for the needs of all pupils is key. This could be achieved by distributing Welsh flashcards to all pupils. These flashcards would contain the familiar terms for the topic with the aim of familiarising pupils with these terms which could assist and support them with their preparation for the Welsh language lessons. The use of these within lessons would also allow for any misconceptions to be analysed and improved upon. 

My personal targets included incremental development of personal skills in Welsh language and providing appropriate levels of challenge to pupils depending on their ability. Working towards these targets, particularly the development of personal Welsh language skills gave me greater knowledge and experience, particularly when ‘using Welsh words and phrases with clear, Welsh pronunciation’ (Welsh Government, 2020). This also enabled me to improve upon my second target which was to support pupils and guide them in learning according to their motivation and level of ability. I achieved this via observation and analysis of individual pupils’ interaction, which provided me with the opportunity to monitor and track Welsh language progression amongst the class. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In working towards these targets, I am demonstrating progression over time, both personally and for pupils in class. Continuous development and strengthening of my personal Welsh language skills and depth of understanding will serve to improve the overall standard of Welsh lessons I can deliver in class. To add to this, continually monitoring pupil progression in multilingual learning is important and demonstrates progress over time through a greater awareness of pupils’ development and the steps required to achieve further and sustained improvement. 
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VIDEO LINK - https://youtu.be/1ZAwkDyPMnU








Lesson Plan – Step 1 Cynllun Gwers – Cam 1

	Student-teacher
	Ben Matthews
	Class:
	Year 3/4

	AoLE or Subject
	Welsh Language Development
	Date:
	6 Feb 2020

	Lesson Focus:
	‘Fy Ffrind’

	Meaningful links to Curriculum 
	LLC – 
Speak clearly varying expression to help listeners.
Use talk purposefully to complete a task in a group.
Welsh Second Language – 
Communicate clearly and confidently and use intelligible Welsh pronounciation and intonation.
Increase their confidence in language use by drawing on their knowledge of Welsh and English and other languages.

	Meaningful links to:
Cross Curricular Responsibilities
	LNF – 
Use vocabulary related to the topic or subject context.
Contribute to group discussion, sharing ideas and information.
Listen carefully and make connections between what they are learning and what they already know. 

	Personal Targets (Linked to QTS and identifed in weekly review)

There is a commitment to incremental development of personal skills in the use of the Welsh language.
The student-teacher provides appropriate levels of challenge and expectations for the range of student abilities and characteristics, motivating learners to achieve.





	Learning Objectives (focus on Learning- use accessible vocabulary):

	The pupils will learn to:
Use their prior knowledge of the terms ‘gwallt’, ‘llygaid’, ‘dillad’/’gwisgo’ etc, to describe their friends in class as an introduction to the topic of ‘Fy Ffrind’. 




	Success Criteria (clearly linked to each Learning Objective and related to the process and/or product of learning)
	Assessment of Pupils’ Learning
Evidence
(What have the learners to say/write/do/produce – to demonstrate learning)

	Understand what each term means and where they should be used.
Be descriptive in oral work and use the terms provided to talk about peers/friends.
Use prior knowledge and class activities to complete tasks set on ‘Fy Ffrind’
	Pupils show understanding by taking part in verbal discussions as a class. 
Holding hands up when they think they know the answer to questions. 
Demonstrating learning by communicating effectively and understanding the topic. 







	Time
	Activities/Methodology/Key Concepts
(Teacher’s Role – including key teaching points,  differentiation strategies and key questions)
	Pupil Tasks
(Pupils’ role –including differentiation, engagement in formative assessment and homework)

	Resources
(Including Health and Safety requirement)

	

Opening phase  (with links to  prior learning)
	Introduce the pupils to the topic in Welsh Language of ‘Fy Ffrind’. 
Begin by asking questions regarding the topic:
‘What do you think ‘Fy Ffrind’ means?’
‘What type of things should we know about Fy Ffrind?’

Introduce/go over familiar terms such as ‘gwallt’, ‘llygaid’, ‘dillad/gwisg’ etc. 
Check understanding before introducing tasks for the week. 

Explain the tasks for the week:
Introducing familiar terms and explaining ‘Fy Ffrind’.
Class discussion and answer session on ‘Fy ffrind’. Describing friends. (VIDEO)
Missions based on ‘Fy Ffrind’ – describing characters/friends on paper. 

	Contribute to discussion by answering questions posed by the teacher. 
Differentiation. Inclusion of all pupils when asking questions so everyone in class has an understanding of the basic terminology within this aspect of Welsh language development. 

Assessment for Learning – 

‘Think-pair-share’ when asked questions. Talk to partners and respond to the class. 

	Items of clothing

Welsh Dictionary

Interactive whiteboard

	

Teaching & Core Learning
	
Class discussion and answer session, describing friends. (VIDEO)
Using different pupils, supporting the class through the use of familiar terms 


and asking questions about their friends. 

‘Pa liw ydy gwallt ......?’
‘Beth ydy ...... yn hoffi bwyta?’
‘Pa liw ydy llygaid ......?’ 
‘Beth ydy ...... yn hoffi chwarae?’

Involving all pupils to ensure differentiation. Including all pupils where possible, even those with significant learning difficulties so they can learn and improve on this topic. 
	
Continuously engage and focus on the task.
Be inquistive and curious about their work by asking questions and answering the questions posed by the class teacher. Also, having the confidence to answer and put their hands up in work. 



Assessment for Learning – 

‘Allow time’ – giving the pupils opportunity to answer and correcting/giving advice on where to improve if they are incorrect. 
‘Group responses’ – peer discussion and involvement of everyone when answering questions. 


	Whiteboard

Whiteboard pen



	

Plenary
	Missions for the duration of the week set out to summarise the learning of ‘Fy Ffrind’. 
Continuously engage all pupils on the tasks and question their understanding of the topic. 

Missions made to suit each groups’ level of understanding and ability. 
Provide scaffolding for those who need support. 

	Summarise work they have done over the week by showing understanding of ‘Fy Ffrind’ in written work.
Use the skills they used on familiar Welsh descriptive terms within the video session and use these in classroom written missions for the duration of the week. 


	VIP Books

Pencil

Welsh Dictionary


















