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 The term transnational policing refers to any form of policing that crosses national borders, such as crime investigations, peacekeeping or intelligence sharing that involves the cooperation of several policing agencies from different countries. San (2022) explains how it connects domestic police forces to international networks to form a global policing system equipped to tackle crimes like terrorism, cybercrime and trafficking that unlike other crimes operate beyond a single countries district. Within the UK, transnational policing involves agencies like the National Crime Agency who work closely with INTERPOL to share intelligence and coordinate investigations; their cooperation is critical to address serious and organised crime for the extradition of fugitives that cannot be effectively tackled by the UK alone, (National Crime Agency, 2025). 
Serious criminal activity that has been coordinated, planned, and carried out by groups of people that continuously work together is known as organised crime, Criminal Justice Inspectorates (2022) suggests that organised crime groups activities are motivated by financial gain. Organised crime consists of crimes like fraud, drug trafficking, cybercrime, human trafficking and extreme violence, the illicit profits derived from these crimes have a significant impact on levels of involvement and development of serious and organised crime groups. Human trafficking is best described by Byrne, Parsh and Parsh (2019) as the recruitment, harbouring or movement of people using deception, threats, force, or abuse of vulnerability. Trafficking comes in many forms and can be easily disguised; the main purpose is exploitation. Many victims are taken for forced labour or sexual exploitation, others for criminal activity or domestic servitude, in some cases, others are taken for the purpose of organ removal and anyone. Anywhere can become a victim, (Ortega, Gordon, Gordon-Achebe, and Robitz, 2022). These crimes are severe and there are many factors that can contribute to the victimology or participation. 
Firstly, those suffering poverty and financial difficulties can be lured in by organised crime groups because their difficulties leave them vulnerable, overlapped with other factors such as social links to criminal networks and exposure to environments that are full of deprivation and the prevalence of organised criminality where pathways for individuals to be enticed in or victimised, (Strategic Centre for Organised Crime Office for Security and Counter-Terrorism, 2015).  Due to the transnational nature of human trafficking and organised crime, it is not enough for one country to tackle the crimes alone and addressing the issues that accompany these crimes effectively means there is a vital need for collaborations between national and international policing agencies. INTERPOL (2024) explains the difference between national and international policing by simply saying that national involves one country, while international involves the alliance of two or more. A joint effort between national and international agencies is not as straightforward as it sounds, there are several barriers that are highlighted by Hufnagel (2021), a large barrier being legal differences. Each country is made up of their own laws, definitions of criminal activities and legal frameworks, thus can often make cooperation difficult when several countries are working together as one may find that the criminal activity is one a larger scale than others – or perhaps the consequences of the crime differ. Paired with language and cultural barriers, lack of agreement (bureaucracy), lack of trust, constraints on resources and corruption, transnational policing can quickly become a complex and challenging task meaning that progress is often delayed while policing bodies come together to reach an agreement. 
To reiterate, participation in transnational policing involves two or more policing agencies from different countries working together; to do effectively target criminality, they must share intelligence, operations, and formal agreements. Area (2024) clarifies that to do so, organisations like INTERPOL and EUROPOL provide policing bodies with secure communication systems with shared databases and coordinated strategies for battling with organised crime groups. Innovations can help the forces immensely and the adoption of evolving technology allows for continuing development of cutting – edge technology much like INTERPOL’s I-24/7 that shares information online, forming joint investigation teams for regional alliances. The International Aid Transparency Initiative (2025) mentions that advancements such as these have been successful in boosting the speed and effectiveness of tackling cross-border crime, enabling a better handle of global issues like terrorism and cybercrime for policing agencies both nationally and internationally. 
On the topic of success, transnational policing has already proven effective in tackling many crimes that cross borders for instance, countless cases of organised cybercrime/ terrorism and drug and human trafficking. Joint operations orchestrated by INTERPOL and Europol have led to significant results that include arrests and the dismantling of major criminal networks, and the seizure of illicit assets, for example, in an annual report of theirs, INTERPOL (2023) claim that their transnational operations resulted in at least 1,000 arrests for migrant smuggling and human trafficking along with the interception of millions of pounds in criminal proceeds. National and international policing agencies can have a prominent level of success by working together, this allows for the sharing of intelligence, skills, and resources with the intention of making it difficult for criminals to take advantage of cross-border policing and security bodies. Despite this, legal, technological, and political obstacles can arise, but generally the participation of several countries does improve the ability to fight cross-border crime. 
Obstacles can arise because of the different legal systems around the world. Countries may have different definitions for legal rights, making it tougher to coordinate investigations or enforce laws across borders. Also, Calcara (2020) makes it known that deciding which country’s courts should have the case can be difficult, leading to uncertainty and often delays in closing the case. Some countries may not have strong laws or even the capacity to enforce them, which in turn allows criminals to hide. This means that international standards cannot be upheld. Additionally, differing legal procedures, for instance the handling of evidence can also impact cooperation. Bowling and Kopf (2017) says that differing laws also impact human rights, they could mean that a person’s human rights are not protected correctly, especially if the individual is one of vulnerability. Each of these challenges has the potential to slow down or even stop effective policing and delay justice in cases of criminality crossing borders. 
However, there are strategies in place that aim to overcome the challenges that are posed by transnational policing and differing legalities, these strategies include the following: bilateral treaties, international and regional frameworks, the harmonisation of laws, mutual recognition, and capacity building. To tackle these challenges, INTERPOL (2025) have produced several strategies. They believe that countries should enter into agreements with each other to ensure that their procedures line up, making it easier to work together, even if the laws of each country differ. Many groups such as the EU, UN and the Council of Europe can establish “common legal standards”, which would initially create ways for the police to work effectively alongside one another, this has already been achieved with Europol and Eurojust, two different organisations with one focus: eradicate serious organised crime, (European Union Agency for Criminal Justice Cooperation, 2025). Also, efforts are in place formed to update and align national laws with international agreements, this is essential in areas that fight terrorism. By adopting principles where countries agree to enforce and recognise one another's legal decisions, partnerships can be sped up with a reduction in disruptions from unnecessary obstacles. Each of these strategies can help maintain good working relationships between transnational organisations, building trust and closing legal loopholes making policing across borders as effective as possible. 
To conclude, national and international agencies can effectively tackle transnational crime with secure information sharing platforms, the establishment of bilateral and multilateral agreements and through the creation and use of joint operation centres. Each of these could help policing bodies to build and maintain streamline communication in the face of evolving global threats. Placing a focus on building trust between different policing bodies through shared programs and regular interactions would balance multilateral and bilateral cooperation. Another vital factor would be to utilise digital platforms and encourage the use of developing technologies for assistance. These approaches would ideally help the authorities to overcome the many challenges that can correspond with trust issues, diverging legal frameworks and barriers in technology. Ultimately, these efforts would assist and enable a more effective partnership and the enchantment of overall operational efficiency. 
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