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	Title of Dissertation:
Astrology in Practice: An Inquiry into the plurality or uniformity of astrological practice


	Aims and Objectives:

The aim of this project is to conduct anthropological fieldwork to explore whether or not astrologers practice one astrology despite the diversity of modern astrological theories and purported practices. Academics in the study of astrology Nicholas Campion and Liz Greene have argued that modern astrology is pluralistic in both theory and practice.
 On the other hand, Bernadette Brady’s research suggests that regardless of astrologers’ adherence to diverse astrological theories, astrologers do in fact practice one astrology – an astrology aimed at attaining knowledge of and negotiating with one’s fate.

While there is some recent academic research that considers the practice of astrology, little research attention has been given to what astrologers actually do and how practice relates to theory. The proposed study is intended to explore how astrologer’s practice astrology and whether, as Brady suggests, astrology is plural in theory but singular in practice or, as Campion and Greene suggest, diverse and pluralistic.


	Abstract

The proposed research is intended to contribute to the academic discourse within the field of cultural astronomy and astrology through an exploration of the relationship between astrological theory and practice. Given the obvious pluralism in contemporary astrological theories, the potential diversity or uniformity in astrological practice amongst Western astrologers deserves research attention. Campion and Greene, as previously cited, have argued that there are as many astrologies as there are practitioners.
 Roy Willis and Patrick Curry have noted the existence of a variety of contemporary astrological experiences and theories that includes divinatory, Neo-Platonic-Hermetic, scientific, and psychological astrology.
 However, the findings of several recent studies that focus on astrologers’ views and praxis suggest that astrologers actually practice astrology for similar reasons and in similar ways.
As noted previously, Brady makes the case that despite a plurality of beliefs and adherence to diverse astrological approaches, such as esoteric, psychological, or Hellenistic astrology, astrologers take the same practical approach to astrology - astrologers use astrology to negotiate with their fate and to gain greater control of their lives.
 Alison Bird conducted an enthnographical investigation into how British astrologers are educated to practice astrology; her findings that astrology is taught in a similar rationalized way points to a possible uniformity in how astrology is practiced in Britain.
 Another important study in the subject area is that of Bridgett Costello who found that astrologers use astrology to create plans of action in relation to identity, interpersonal interaction, and intrapersonal emotional regulation.
 Costello’s findings imply that there may be one astrological practice employed by astrologers that is aimed at similar goals. In this regard, it should be noted that Willis and Curry, despite identifying multiple forms of astrology as noted earlier, make the case that contemporary astrology encourages focussing on self-actualization, self-fulfilment, and personal and spiritual growth.
 On the other hand, while finding that astrologers see astrology as a means of spiritual or personal growth, Campion, in his PhD, noted that some forms of astrology could be considered a vernacular religion, whereas others may not.
 
In order to further academic knowledge about the cultural role of astrology, this project will investigate the ways in which astrologers use astrological theories and philosophies in praxis and whether astrologers do or do not make use of astrology for the same practical and possibly pragmatic ways and with similar objectives. The project seeks to understand if pluralism in theory holds also for practice, as Campion and Greene suggest, or if there is in fact, as Brady suggests, one practical astrology.

	Methodology

This research project will be conducted using autoethnographic reflexive fieldwork and interviews with practicing astrologers, theorists, authors, amateur astrologers and an examination of astrological texts. I will participate in workshops, astrological readings of my own chart, attend conferences, and read astrological texts. I will contact known astrology groups and known individuals directly and request conference attendees to participate in interviews.
Autoethnography
My research interest arises from my experiences of astrological readings, subsequently learning the language, symbols, philosophies, and convictions of astrology, and using astrology as an amateur astrologer – doing astrology for family, friends, and myself. As such, I am both an insider and outsider when conducting the research, which Kenneth Pike describes as “emic” and “etic” perspectives; as an insider, a student and practitioner of astrology, I am researching a group as one of its members, as an outsider, I am an anthropological researcher investigating subjects.
 Authoenthography is a method that is highly appropriate to this research. Sara Wall writes that autoethnography is a newly developed qualitative research methodology that concentrates on the researcher’s subjective experience in order to extend knowledge of the subject matter and which also allows the researcher to write in a highly personal manner.
 
In-depth Interviews
The interviews will be in-depth conversations with astrologers about their personal astrological theories and how they practice astrology. The interviews will be conducted and recorded in person where possible or conducted and recorded via skype. According to Monique Hennink et al, in-depth interviewing is an appropriate and fruitful method for researchers who seek individual, personal accounts of experiences.
 However, it is important, as Hennink et al point out, to keep in mind and reflect upon the fact that both researcher and participant in in-depth interviews are co-creators of meaning and reality.
 
Texts
Texts to be examined will be selected for review during the literature review and whilst participating and conducting the research – the purpose is to identify the philosophical assumptions and concepts along with identifying proscribed methods for practicing astrology, if any.
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