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INTRODUCT ION

“Progress means: humanity emerges from its
spellbound state no longer under the spell
of progress as well, itself nature, by
becoming aware of its own indigenousness
to nature and by halting the mastery over
nature through which nature continues its
mastery”.

— Theodor Adorno

“Dark is dangerous. You can’t see anything
in the dark, you’re afraid. Don’t move,
you might fall. Most of all, don’t go into
the forest. And so we have internalized
this horror of the dark”.

— Héleéne Cixous
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PART ON

Nikel, Russia and the Dark Ecology Project

“It’s like an exposed artificial organism.
You see the flow, the veins.” (Belina 2015)

Nikel Materiality



https://www.flickr.com/photos/ldrose/222890214
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

PART TWO

Dark Ecology = Ecological Awareness

“Ecognosis 1s like knowing, but more
like letting-be-known. It is
something like coexisting. It 1s like
becoming accustomed to something
strange, yet it is also becoming
accustomed to strangeness that
doesn’t become less strange through
acclimation. Ecognosis is like a
knowing that knows itself. Knowing in
a loop; a weird knowing.”

(Morton 2016, 3)




PART THR

The Anthropocene as anti-

anthropocentric

the concept of species

Timescales and understanding

hyperobjects

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY



http://world-bizz.blogspot.com/2015/05/godzilla-3d-2014-1080p-bluary.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

massively accelerated agriculture -2

industrialization =2 global warming

PART FOUR

Agrilogistics: The Big Bad

his Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY:-ND



https://theconversation.com/a-hungrier-wealthier-choosier-smarter-riskier-world-five-challenges-for-australian-agriculture-46183
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/

PART F1IV.

The beginning of agrilogistics

“Humans represent roughly 32% of vertebrate

biomass. The other 65% is creatures we keep
to eat. Vertebrate wildlife counts for less

than 3%” (Morton 2016, ©6)

Social space and the human hyperobject




Axiom (1)

“the law of noncontradiction is
inviolable”

Axiom (2)

“Existing means being constantly
present”

Axiom (3)

“existing 1s always better than
any quality of existing”

PART S51IX

(Morton 2016, ©60)

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA



http://www.barbara1923.com/2014/12/inspire-6-ways-to-live-fully-each-day.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

“Because more people is better than
happier people. Because bliss is an
accident, and existing is a substance.
Easy Think Ethics. Let’s colonise space—
that’1l1l solve our problem! Let’s double
down!” (Morton 2016, 8)

Ecological value of nature as a concept

“"The Anthropocene doesn’t destroy Nature.
The Anthropocene is Nature in its toxic
nightmare form. Nature is the latent form
of the Anthropocene waiting to emerge as
catastrophe.” (Morton 2016, 8)
SN
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https://esignals.haaga-helia.fi/en/2020/03/18/how-safe-are-we-from-falling-satellites-or-space-junk/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

PART EIGHT

The Arche-Lithic and Weird Essentialism

"What seems to be the case is that a
default paranoia about existing — an
ontological uncertainty — was covered over
as a survival mechanism, and the
compelling, almost addictive qualities of
that mechanism of covering-over has
provided enough ontological comfort, until
very recently, so as to go unexamined.”

(Morton 2016, 9)

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA



https://sketchfab.com/3d-models/neonroad-endless-loop-425480c926144a3395b9cc8f672a8db4
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

PART NIN

“To think in this new-old way, we

A\Y

will need to restructure logic.

(Morton 2016, 9)

The Meadow Metaphor

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC



https://www.gettysburgdaily.com/cyclorama-parking-lot-resurfacing-part-2/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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“There is an ontological reason why
the play of magic involves
epistemological panic giving rise to
hermeneutical spirals of belief and
disbelief. The dance of concealing
and revealing happens because
reality as such just does have a
magical, flickering aspect. It is as
if there is an irreducible, story-
like hermeneutical web that plays
around and within all things. An
irreducible uncertainty, not because
things are unreal, but because they
are real.” (Morton 2016, 10)




PART

The Aesthetic Dimension

“This telepathic Force-like
zone of nonhuman energy keeps
nuzzling at the edge of modern
thought and culture, as if with
enough relaxed religious
inhibitions and enough
enjoyable products humans
default to the arche-lithic.”

(Morton 2016, 11)



PART TWELV!

"We think that existence means solid, constant, present
existence.” (Morton 2016, 11)

The Ouroboros

“beings are intrinsically twisted into appearance, but
the twist can’t be located anywhere.”

(Morton 2016, 11)



https://www.flickr.com/photos/viamoi/2829960467
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://amimedamiedo.blogspot.com/2009/11/uroboros-u-ouroboros-hen-to-pan.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/

PART THIRT

have guilt because we can have shame.
have shame because we can have horror.

have horror Dbecause we can have
depression.

have depression because we can have

sadness.
‘atue N

g ’
b We have sadness because we can have
longing.

We have longing because we can have joy.

Find the Jjoy without pushing away the
depression, for depression is

accurate.”

(Morton 2016, 12)

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND



http://tuatarablack.deviantart.com/art/Duality-639553458
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/

PART FOURT

“We live in a world of objectified
depression. So do all the other
lifeforms, who didn’t ask to be
sucked into the grey concrete time
tunnel. No wonder then that we
find mass extinction depressing

and uncanny.”

(Morton 2016, 12)

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY



https://cplong.org/rembrandt-philosopher/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

PART FIFT

Integrating playfulness

“Lighten up: dark ecology does
not mean heavy or bleak; it 1is
strangely light.. because things
shimmer.. If you think of
(agrilogistical) civilization as
normative you have already
decided that it is inevitable,
and this means that you have
decided that agrilogistical
retreat is the only way to move
across Earth.”

(Morton 2016, 13)




As 188G as i * sy @ |
3 vou’'re hawng, & . | 4 .
fun. nothlng 1& ‘,-' - “ : “:'. ’ '
l else matters \’ Q " '
A A ¢ / q

was |

a differ

PR 5O hapf
|| | Wi

¢ |fyou
; \ l eo’rh

Activity
Time

. ad ,«‘
— - ' -
mantic

LAl )
~CDECEC TN



http://lizlovespink.deviantart.com/art/Beautiful-Collage-65620750
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

PART SIXTEEN

“Once we discover that what is called subjectivity
is a cleaned, stripped, devastated version of
something much vaguer and more spectral that

includes the abjection that the idea of subject is

meant to repress, then we are in the
phenomenological space of ecological awareness. It
is at first horrifying (to white patriarchy),
because ecological awareness means noticing that
you are profoundly covered in, surrounded by and
permeated by all kinds of entities that are not
you. That horror then becomes strangely ridiculous,
like watching someone trying to escape the
inevitable. This sense of the ridiculous is the
first hint that at its deepest, ecological
awareness has some kind of laughter in it. The
laughter of ridicule subsides into a melancholic
laughter in which we curate all the nonhumans that
surround and permeate us without knowing exactly
why.. This not-knowing-why becomes beautiful and we
sense the ungraspability of things. This sense in
turn leads to a kind of joy”

(Morton 2016, 13)
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consumerism
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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