Student Number: 2308058
Assessment Number: 1
Module Code: ECSO4002

Describe the way in which an agent of socialisation can influence the development of identity in an individual.

This essay will demonstrate the way in which education, so therefore teacher and schools can influence the development of identity in an individual.
This essay will describe the meaning of an agent of socialisation and the various ways within an education setting, such as school that can have an influence on a child. 
(Blakeley et al. 2023) describe an Agent of Socialization ‘as the influence of key factors on a person’s development and ability to play a role in society’.
Supporting this, Nickerson (2023) explains how people, groups and social institutions, such as parents, teachers, television personalities, etc can influence one’s behaviours and attitudes and can also educate one’s perspective of what is expected from them. These are described as agents of socialisation. Nickerson (2023) describes how agents of socialisation can influence one’s learning of what is right and wrong and can assist them in learning their culture and giving them the skills to be part of this culture.  

Blakeley et al (2023) explain how following on from the family, schooling is where children will potentially for the first time be experiencing further socialisation and where they will need to learn the skills to respect others. Blakeley et al (2023) explain how respecting authority mainly from teachers will be learnt, alongside many other social skills to enable preparation for employment purposes as they enter adulthood. 
Perera, J. (2022) expresses how school is also another principal agent of socialisation, where children will spend a large majority of their time. 
According to (Coram child law advice. 2023. Np) ‘A child is of compulsory school age at the beginning of the 1st term after their 5th birthday’. 
Coram child law advice state a child are then required to remain within education, training or employment until they reach their birthday when they turn 18, however it is only compulsory until the last Friday in June in the school year that they turn 16 years of age. 
Supported by (Gov.UK. np) stating ‘Children must get an education between the school term after their 5th birthday and the last Friday in June in the school year they turn 16’.
Gov.UK advises it is one’s own responsibility to ensure a ones child gets a full-time education, either by method of them attending a school, or there is the opportunity to homeschool the child. 

Haralambos and Holborn (2008. P. 689). explain how some symbolic interactionists such as Gerald Handel, views socialisation from two perspectives. Handel believes agents of socialisation, such as parents and carers prepare their children for a place in society, such as a particular social class or ethnic group. 
Haralambos and Holburn (2008. P.689) describe from the studies of Handel how middle-class parents will socialise children to show more initiative, where obedience is socialised more by working class families. Handel carried out these studies in the USA and Italy. 
In support of this socialisation across cultures within a school setting:
(Lindon, J. and Brodie, K. 2016. P. 229) state ‘Socialisation does not only operate within the family. Joseph Tobin et.al (1989) studied the pattern of interaction between teachers and children in pre-school settings in different countries. How teachers behaved and what they believed children should be doing varied between cultures. Teachers from Japan and the USA were shown a video of a pre-school day in the culture that was unfamiliar to them. Japanese teachers felt that the Americans intervened too much in Children’s behaviour and conflicts. On the other hand, American teachers thought the Japanese ignored behaviour that should have been tackled directly. The teachers in the USA were behaving so as to promote what they viewed as independence and self-reliance in the children. In contrast, the teachers in Japan stressed cooperation and a sense of interdependence in the group. Both professional groups judged they were active, in the best way, to promote the social learning they valued.’
Haralambos and Holburn (2008. P.689) further explain the strong influence of peer groups as agents of socialisation, this being where children interact socially with children of similar age. Within a peer group a child will learn to function more independently, rather than rules being inherited from adults, they are part of fabricating these rules. 
Perera. J. (2022) explains how education can be placed into three categories, firstly being formal education, which is the academic curriculum followed by school settings, for example learning a new language. Secondly the non-academic values learnt from school, known as informal education, so therefore being able to use this learnt new language to communicate with others who may speak a different language to theirs. Lastly the non-formal education, which can teach essential skills when one enters society after leaving school, such as living and working with those appropriately who speak another language and excepting any differences in cultures and ethnic groups. 
Wyness, M. (2012 p. 92) describe the power schooling can determine for effective socialisation, alongside the family. It can be expected that both are reciprocal in playing a part in the guidance of the child towards full social integration as an adult. 
Emma’s diary explains how a child will initially attend a pre-school prior to starting reception, whilst this is non compulsory it can prepare them in readiness for primary school. Pre-school is a setting offering early childhood education, usually focussing on play and social, physical and communication skills. 
Emma’s diary states how emotionally this can prepare a child when they are used to spending all their time with a parent to then the expectation of a 7 hour day at school, 5 times a week. They are also seen to experience other benefits, such as building their social skills, an earlier start to education, increased concentration, higher confidence and improved communication skills.
Doherty and Hughes (2014. P. 388) express how significant the social transition from pre-school to school can be, future school experiences can be impacted. Any experiences they have earlier had with family can also be an influence to this. 
Doherty and Hughes (2014. P.388) explain this transition into school and throughout the school life can be assisted through certain aspects of the school environment, such as within smaller class groups, basic skills may be developed more for younger children as they potentially could obtain more individual help .
Doherty and Hughes (P.388) suggest younger children are not motivated by peer achievements, as they grow older how they feel about themselves can be influenced by comparing themselves to peers and judgment from parents and teachers. This could be in regard to their own self-worth and academic achievements. 
Doherty and Hughes (P. 389) explain how a greater feeling self-worth and responsibility can be achieved by active learning strategies promoted in the classroom by their teacher. These strategies can be such as peer tutoring, which enables a more experienced child assisting one mess experienced. Pupils with behavioural problems have been suggested to benefit from this method in terms of a positive impact on their self-esteem, social behaviour and academic achievements.  
Lindon and Brodie (2016. P, 108) explain how self-esteem is a term used to support a child’s emotional development created by the gap of what one wishes to be and one’s belief of themselves. Lindon and Brodie state by the age of approximately seven a child will have a sense of their gap, from their own experiences. 

Skills You Need (2024) states how when people are asked in regard to skills they learnt at school and what they deem as valuable, non-academic skills are usually mentioned. Life skills such as socialising, empathy and critical thinking are amongst those mentioned. 
The Schoolwear Association (2024) describes the importance of wearing a school uniform and the feeling of belonging this can provide, alongside improved discipline and concentration. It is a key factor is the promotion of self-confidence and pride. Factors of which can assist well-being, as any peer differences and expectations are removed, as there are no added feelings of pressure of deciding what to wear and to conform to latest trends. 
The Schoolwear Association (2024) explain how wearing a uniform can instigate a working environment frame of mind, therefore in preparation for adulthood employment. 

Gov.UK describes how a behaviour policy should be available on a school’s website, should it not be readily available, one can ask to see this. Gov.Uk explains how this policy should cover the rules, expectations of pupils, the repercussions of misbehaviour, in or outside of school, such as travelling to and from school and the prevention of bullying. 
Gov.Uk state that children can lose learning time due to poor behaviour within school, therefore for a child to reach full potential good behaviour and discipline in school is vital, this should be within the classroom and outside play areas. 
(Paediatr Child Health.2004) state 
‘Discipline is about changing behaviour, not about punishing children. Discipline allows children to develop self-discipline and helps them become emotionally and socially mature adults.’ 
Ability Path (2020) further state to support the healthy development of a child positive discipline methods should be promoted, enabling responsibilities from their actions and respecting one’s self and others, this should then lead a child to behave in socially acceptable ways. 
(Durrant, J.) concludes
 ‘Positive discipline is about long-term solutions that develop students’ own self-discipline and their life-long learning. It is about clear and consistent communication, and consistent reinforcement of your expectations, rules and limits. Positive discipline is about teaching nonviolence, empathy, self-respect, human rights, and respect’.

British Council suggest self-discipline, along with attitudes to learning can be achieved with the setting of homework, also encouraging independent learning and an additional learning skill of acquiring resources, such as books. 
Further to this, University of Hull (2023) argue whilst homework has been evidenced at being beneficial to secondary schools, there is less clarification of it benefits those of primary school age. 
University of Hull (2023) state inequalities between pupils may be recognised from the need for pupils to undertake homework tasks, due to those form more upper class backgrounds, having greater educated support from parents, such as better settings, resources and more economically privileged. 

To conclude this essay has described the meaning behind an Agent of socialisation and investigated how schools and teachers can play a role in influencing the identity of an individual.
This essay has studied how by law children are entitled to an education and that education has many factors in contributing to the social skills they need within adulthood, including the benefits of standard schooling policies, such as school uniform and positive discipline. 
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