ALNCO

#*  There is a national programme available to train Additional Learning di (ALNCo)s and it will be facilitated

throughout the region and locally. It is funded and is being offered to sustain the professional learning offer for
ALNCOs (ERW,2018).However, to release the ALNCO from school has implications as there is no formal ALN
support that the ALNCO provides in the absence of the ALENCO . Furthermore, where are the costs obtained for
supply cover if the ALNCO also teaches a class.(National Assembly for Wales2017).

**  SENCO is changing to ALNCO to correspond with the ALN Bill, according to Dauncey (2016) all the terminology

used reduces the stigma that special education coordinator (SEN )indicates, therefore, supporting the wellbeing of the

child (Wellbeing and Future Generations (Wales Act) 2015. However, this change could lead to confusion within the

'UK.Furthermore,with the frequent use of the term ALN and ALNCO that stigma could potentially return in the future.
*  In England and Scotland the term SENCO is still used therefore causing confusion, frustration and tension not only

within the school environment but with parents and outside agencies (Government 2019,University of Edinburgh,2019).

s*  Specific attention on training has been on the overview of person-centred planning (PCP)(Estyn 2018) The Welsh

Government circulated direction and best practice in person-centred practice (PCP) to ALNCOs (Welsh Government,

2015).The aims are to make sure that practitioners support pupils to achieve a better understanding of the views, goals

and needs and act upon these in the planning and delivery of the support. However,only the SENCo/ALNCo has been

trained in PCP and so it has not been adopted across the school.
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Cost Implications

** The Government has assigned grants to help
support local authorities and Estyn to implement
the ALNET Bill throughout Wales (National
Assembly for Wales 2017,

Estyn,2018).However, the long term cost to

sustain the Bill overshadows the initial grants and

funding.
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Increased participation of children and young people
¢ According to Dauncey (2016) the new ALN bill embraces inclusion of
decisions about the child to involve the child throughout the process, this
supports the UNCRC rights of the child o o
Articles2,3,5,12,13,16,18,23,25,28,29,30 (Children's right ’ﬁm
Woales,2019),Welsh Govement,2016,Government,2011,DoE,2002).
However, consideration needs to be taken into account on the severity and
complex needs of the child to fully comprehend and understand the decisions
needed to be made on their behalf. Furthermore, if this is the case a person
representing the child other than the parents should be instated to support the
child's best interest adhering to articles 3,5&12 (Children's Rights
Wales,2019,Welsh Government,2018a,DfES,2003, Social Services and
Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014).
¢ Parents to be supported, guided and included through the process and
broken down into language that they can understand (Welsh Government
(2018b).However, parents may find it difficult to contemplate that their
child is fully involved and concerned the child is not fully equipped to deal
with the decisions regarding their education(Welsh Government,2018).

SEN code of Practice

All Staff must be sufficiently trained and
sustained to achieve their roles, this is to include,
a basic level of training around the awareness
of ALN needs of the child (Welsh
Government,2018g, Snap Cymru
(2018).However, to implement this training
comes at a cost and would effect the school
budget as there is no funding provided
(National Assembly for Wales, 2017).

¢ Sufficient teaching assistants /learning support
staff to be made available to ALN children
(Dancey2016).However, due to staff cuts and
school budgets there is no extra support.

Further Readin

* Welsh Government-www.gov.wales/ALN

* National Assembly for Wales-www.assembly.wales

« Twitter-#additionallearningneeds

+ SENreforms@wales.gsi.gov.uk

+ Additional learning transformation programme, Welsh Government.

. Welsh Government (2017).
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