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Safeguarding








When completing the research for the case conference discussion on safeguarding, it helped me realise the complexity of safeguarding. I have expanded my knowledge of the legislations available and in what manners situations are dealt with. The scenario provided allowed me to think of different outcomes that a situation could have resulted in, depending on the information that is given. Thus, has mad me more aware in the work place, aiding my views in a different light to before, making me more alert to identifying signs.

I now have a clearer understanding of the differences between a child in need case and a child protection case. Section 17 of the Children Act 1989 states that, a child can become a child in need, if a professional feels that the family/carers require extra support to enable them to promote safeguarding and the children’s welfare. However, if the child is in immediate harm, then the child may become a child protection case, and this may result in the child being removed from the current family environment and being placed in a safe place. Whether this been foster placement or adoption (Ward et al, 2012). It is important for professionals to be ruthless in their decisions and to act appropriately, not sleeping on a decision and hoping it may fix itself overnight, the safety of the children is of highest importance and the sooner procedures can be input the more effective they will be for the well-being of any child involved.

The rights of children and young persons (Wales) measure in 2011 placed Wales the 1st country in the UK to link The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child in to it’s domestic law. This resulted in all Welsh legislations incorporating the children’s rights (NSPCC, 2017).

The Social Service and Wellbeing Act was the new Welsh documentation released to allow everyone in Wales to understand the correct procedures that must be followed and the rights that all people have (Welsh Assembly Government, 2014). They stated that when a referral is made regarding a child in need or child protection case, an assessment is completed by a social worker to gather information. This assessment includes finding out about the child, finding out what the child wants, finding out what the parents want and finding out what will help the family. I found this assessment procedure very effective as it puts the child’s needs at the forefront and allows the child to have a voice. 

While completing my research I learnt a great deal about different types of abuse and what abuse means. Youngminds (2017) explains abuse as someone getting you to do something that you do not want to do. They explain that it does not necessarily come from a stranger, which can make it difficult to speak out about, especially if a child is being abused. As an early years practitioner, we may be the professional that a child discloses the information to as they have trust in us. This makes me realise we have to allow children time to talk us within a school setting and it is important that if we suspect a child is being abused they are given options to talk if they wish. The affects of abuse from a trusted individual to the child can be much more severe than the abuse from a stranger as it is more common for the trusted individual to have more resources of contact with the child, thus increases the risk factor of abuse towards the child from a person who may be very much involved in the child’s life.

Child abuse is taken extremely serious by our Government and it is a criminal offence to mistreat a child in any way that can put them in harms way (Child Welfare, 2013). Child Welfare (2013) have described many different forms of abuse in the following manners. Physical abuse, is a non-accidental physical injury caused to a child by an adult. Neglect, is when the child’s carer fails to provide for the child’s needs. Sexual abuse, involves an adult encourages a child to perform any manner of sexual exploitation. Emotional abuse, occurs if an adult has affected a child’s emotional well-being. Emotional abuse commonly occurs when other forms of abuse are also inflicted on a child. 

NSPCC (2017) suggest that neglect may be the most difficult type of abuse to identify and be disciplined for. This is due to the fact it is very difficult to gather information regarding neglect. NSPCC state some signs of neglect are dirty or inadequate clothing, poor hygiene, hunger, sudden behaviour change and sleep deprovision. Some children may have some of these signs for other reasons and therefore, it is important as a multi-disciplinary team to gather all information together (Child Welfare, 2013). This research has made me aware that there is more depth to neglect than I first thought. It has made me aware to look for physical, psychological and emotional changes with children when they are in the early years settings, as these may be the first signs that a child is being neglected at home. However, it is also important not to presume that these signs mean that a child is being neglected, as there may be other explanations for the changes in a child’s characteristics or appearance. 

All case conferences may have several different agencies and disciplinaries involved depending on the child’s needs. The Social Service and Wellbeing Act explains that it is important to gather information from all professionals involved before any decision is made regarding the child care. There are different agencies involved including; social service, education, and health (Welsh Assembly Government, 2014). Each agency may provide different professionals depending on the child’s case. This made me realise that each case is very different to each other and can result in a lot of professionals involved making the case increasing complex. Early years practitioners are in a key position to help identify and support children who have been abused (Ward et al, 2012). The Department for Education (2012) explains how all early year’s practitioners must be aware of the procedures that must be followed regarding safeguarding in the referral process. 

Due to the complexity of safeguarding, it is vitally important that all professionals working with children complete safeguarding training. The National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children provides training for all professionals working with children. All professionals must be Disclosure and Barrying Service (DBS) checked prior to employment. A DBS has three different types of checks which varies depending on the job role.
1. A standard check
2. Enhanced check
3. Enhanced check with a barriered list
For example, teachers must have an enhanced check completed to succeed employment and a school cleaner will only need a basic check as they do not work directly with the children (The Government Digital Service, ).

Community Care (2009) explains how the local authority must work with the NHS to improve outcomes for all children up to the age of 5 years old. The Centre for Excellence and Outcomes found that when an education setting liaises with families regarding different situations, this had proven to have a positive impact on the child outcome. As an early year’s practitioner, we see the benefits of liaising with families in order to achieve the best for the children, communication between parents/carers and practitioners is essential. 

The role of the Social Worker is to help people access the correct services that they are entitled to (NSPCC, 2014). Having researched more in depth the role of a social worker, it has shown me that their role is very misunderstood to the public due to negative social media publicity, highlighting only major scenarios like removing children from families, etc. MacLeod, et al (2010) state that social workers act slowly in their actions to deal with scenarios often which puts their reputation under fire. However, their role is to provide as much support as possible to the families, allowing families to remain united and benefiting from all the aspects of support that they are entitled to which often goes under the radar (Barlow and Scott, 2010).

All childcare settings are inspected by social workers to make sure that they pass their regulations. These checks allow the social workers to check that a child would not be put at risk in the environment, both indoors and outdoors (NHS, 2016). 

Some children find a play activity difficult due to various reasons, whether this be physical disability, learning difficulties or decreased exposure to play. If it is felt that the child is not maximise their play abilities, there is a team of playworkers who can work with the child and family to optimise the children’s play skills (NSPCC, 2014). I feel that this is a very important skill for children to develop as play is a vital part of their learning. Children learning various different skills through play such as, sharing, counting, imaginative play and story-telling.

The effect of abuse or neglect on a child can cause life-long issues of the well-being of the child, very uncommonly overcome by any individual (Child Welfare, 2013). Research completed by Van Ijzendoom, et al (1999) found that 80% of children who have experienced abuse or neglect in their early years development have poor attachment issues throughout their life.

During my research I came across a procedure used in the majority of the UK, called the Triple P, the Positive Parenting Programme. The Triple P is one of the best developed programmes to improve parent’s knowledge, skills and confidence in being parents. The programme has an aim to prevent any child mistreatment in their up-bringing (Ward et al, 2012). I believe this programme would be effective in Wales as it is yet to be introduced here. It provides the carers with appropriate guidance to minimise the risk of harming a child’s life. Many parents and guardians lack the sufficient knowledge to provide the best treatment for their children and this programme could help in improving their knowledge on how to support their child.

Overall this scenario has helped me understand the importance of being fully prepared and capable of dealing with difficult safeguarding situations. From my research it has shown me more in-depth information regarding safeguarding. Thus, enhancing my confidence for my own experience during these scenarios, helping me to feel more aware of safeguarding signs and also how to handle them appropriately with a stronger knowledge of the procedures behind me. It has also been interesting to develop an understanding of the different programmes used within the United Kingdom and debating the effect some of these programmes would have on a nation if they were to be introduced to every country within the United Kingdom, the Triple P for an example, which in my opinion could provide substantial support to families in Wales if it were to be introduced. 

Throughout my research it became apparent to me the importance of multi professional working, especially with safeguarding cases. Both within research on safeguarding and legislations behind safeguarding, it explained how all different professionals within different agencies, have their unique role and experiences on safeguarding cases. In the future I will now be aware of the importance of sharing information with the appropriate professionals when warranted.  
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