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Introduction:

Glastonbury Festival first began on the 19th of September 1970, which is around three months later than the dates the festival is held today. In the 21st century, Glastonbury festivals attendance averages at around 200,000 people, whereas around 50 years ago its attendance figures were as little as 1,500 people, only charging £1 a ticket. Glastonbury has blossomed in the world of events and tourism, with the 2019 event having a maximum capacity of 203,000 festival-goers. By contrast, the festivals tickets sold out in minutes, costing £248 each. (BBC, 2024)
This report will consist of the overview on Glastonbury Festival and how the festival is accessible to visitors, the short term and long term impacts the event has had, covering aspects such as trends within tourism, visitor numbers, and alterations to how the festival will run by remaining sustainable and safely accommodating the rising number of visitors.




Main Body: 

According to Stuart Hicar (2024) Glastonbury Festival has been a popular event for the “hippie” counterculture ethos, which was at its peak in the 1960s, with attractions like a peace garden, dedicated green space and spiritual healers. The festival takes place over 5 days and is spread out over 900 acres of land. With over 200,000 visitors each year, the land that the festival takes place on suffers some of the elements and busy crowds. Therefore, the festival takes a break every fifth year that the event is held to help to maintain the land, known as the “fallow year”. This is so that the festival grounds still remain favorable to the local residents. However, the usual schedule for the fallow year was thrown off in 2020 due to the global COVID-19 pandemic, which resulted in the festival being called off that year, and 2021 as well.
Great western railway has a direct mode of transport to the festival, including a free shuttle bus to encourage the festival-goers to use this service. Using the train to travel to Glastonbury festival is far easier and much more simple in comparison to driving. Visitors can enjoy the festival atmosphere with other Glastonbury festival-goers by using GWR’s train and free shuttle bus services. 
Festival-goers are encouraged to use this service not only for convenience but also for its impact on the environment. By taking the train to the festival, visitors can produce up to 58% less carbon dioxide pollution, making their option of travel eco-friendly and sustainable. (GWR, 2024)
Jennifer O’Keeffe’s (2024) research profile states that in 2023, Glastonbury festival welcomed over 140,000 visitors. To prove acknowledgement of the positive impact that the festival has had beyond the entertainment, the festival created a report measuring the greatness of the economic impact the festival has had on the town and further. The report was carried out by research specialists, finding that the festival made an estimate of £168m for UK businesses, with £32m of that sum being for Somerset-based organisations. The total cost of putting on the festival totaled at an estimate of £62m, which was spread between 922 organizations which provided services for the duration of the festival. 
With the festivals popularity continuously growing, the city of Glastonbury saw an estimated sum of £1.6m throughout the wider community of somerset, with a quarter of this going to companies providing catering. Furthermore, half of the money was spent in supermarkets and shops which are local to the festival.
The report also stated that due to the popularity of the festival, businesses outside of the festival site were helped to generate income too, both local and further distance. Approximately 900 people who visited the festival in 2023 stayed in local hotels, accommodations, and B&Bs during the 5 days, with the estimated amount spent being within the region of £450,000.
Glastonbury festival gives the public an insight into a unique sociological phenomenon. During the 5 days, Glastonbury provides a playground for the transformation of typical social normalities. The thrill of the event allows the attendees to experience a sense of unity and collective identity that is both intense and ephemeral. On the whole, Glastonbury festival most importantly illustrates the ernest ways in which music can bring people together, regardless of how different people are from each other. 
According to ITV (2023) Glastonbury Festival had some official statistics released for the year of 2023. These statistics revealed that more than 100 incidents were reported to the police during the 5 days, with these incidents consisting of thefts, sexual assaults, and drug offences. It was revealed by the Avon and Somerset police that the total cost of policing the festival was larger than £1.3 million, due to the festival being the first one to open its gates to the public since the coronavirus pandemic broke out in 2020. The stats on crime inside the festival show a considerable drop compared to 2022, which had figures of 205 crimes and 19 arrests recorded.
On a more positive note, Glastonbury Festival has quickly become the United Kingdom’s largest music festival, with an annual estimated attendance rate of more than 200,000 people. However, higher attendance rates of the festival lead to the questioning of the festivals impact on the environment and its sustainability. Tamara Birch from The Eco Experts released an article (2024) explaining the festivals efforts to maintain sustainability. Usually, a festival as large as Glastonbury would have a negative effect on the environment, but Glastonbury itself has an unbelievable positive-net impact on the environment. During its many years of trend, Glastonbury Festival has created a place for initiatives throughout the festival to reduce harmful impacts on the environment. The festival has food compost initiatives, biofuel recycling and solar panels inside the festival site. It also has a tree planting programme which takes measures to use less water. The organisers of the festival also put in place an initiative to break the events trend in running, and call off the festival every fifth year, in an attempt to help the ground rejuvenate itself after the excessive footfall. Glastonbury Festival produces over 2,000 Tonnes of waste annually, however it saves approximately almost 600 Tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions.
The technological side of the innovation of providing clean power and sustainable waste management is rapidly evolving. Every music festival or event has a sustainability policy, and although sometimes it proves difficult to put these policies to practice, innovating these policies is helping. Between the solar panel, wind, and hydrogen generated energy which the festival runs on, or the development of the compost waste facilities, festivals are proving that the sustainability objectives put in place will be easier to achieve with technology.(Robertson, A. no date)
The major political focal point for funding at Glastonbury festival started in the beginning as the peace movement , but came to embrace environmental campaigning on a broader spectrum. Glastonbury has a few long-term relationships with campaigns such as green peace, Oxfam and the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. The inherent peace movement and the increase of greens in Britain are interwoven in Glastonbury. Glastonbury Festival values the relationships it has with these campaigns so highly that the festival are now offering on-site space for these campaigns and groups to promote and publicise ideas and proposals. Large profits have been made for these campaigns with thanks to the festival. (George, 2011)
Nick Naumov (2015) released a book stating that mass tourism calls attention to the movement of a high number of organised tourists to favoured holiday destinations for recreational and leisure purposes. It is an ideology which is constructed of the use of standardized package products and mass consumption rates from customers. Theoretically, mass tourism tends to feature regulated leisure products and experiences, organised in a package for mass tourists.
As Glastonbury has an average annual visitor figure of over 200,000, it is considered a mass tourist destination. Furthermore, on a blog on the Oracle website, William Trotman stated that after subtracting data from a survey conducted between the festival-goers in 2016 for reference, and throughout the research which was undertaken it was found that over half of the visitors who attended were either in a relationship or married, with the overall average age at 39, the highest attendance came from the 21-25 year age group at 18%, with those attendees in the 41-50 year age group occupying 17.5% of the festival’s population. (Malloy, T. 2018)



Conclusion:

To conclude this report, it has been established and proven from multiple source mediums that glastonbury festival is the UK’s largest music festival with a bright vision for the future of the festival and its sustainability goals being achieved. While Glastonbury Festival plans for the Festival’s impacts for years to come, it is considerable to note that Glastonbury has created a trend within tourism and is now namely the place to visit for mass tourists.





Reference list:

BBC (2024) How Glastonbury came to be about more than music. Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/znrm8hv (Accessed: 23/11/24)

Hicar, S. (2024) Glastonbury Festival. Available at: https://www.britannica.com/art/Glastonbury-Festival (Accessed: 24/11/24)

GWR (2024) Trains to Glastonbury Festival. Available at: https://www.gwr.com/stations-and-destinations/travel-inspiration/festivals-and-events/glastonbury-festival (Accessed: 24/11/24)

O'Keeffe, J. (2024) What is the economic impact of Glastonbury festival. Available at: https://www.insidermedia.com/news/national/what-is-the-economic-impact-of-glastonbury-festival#:~:text=Glastonbury%20festival%20spends&text=The%20report%2C%20carried%20out%20by,organisations%20for%20the%202023%20season (Accessed: 24/11/24)

ITV (2023) 
Glastonbury Festival 2023: Thefts, drug offences and sexual assaults among crimes reported this year. Available at: Glastonbury Festival 2023: Thefts, drug offences and sexual assaults among crimes reported this year | ITV News West Country (Accessed: 30/11/24)
Birch, T. (2024) How sustainable is Glastonbury Festival? Available at: https://www.theecoexperts.co.uk/news/glastonbury-carbon-footprint#:~:text=While%20the%20festival%20produces%20more,has%20a%20positive%20net%20impact. (Accessed: 30/11/24)

Andy Robertson (no date) Music Festival Evolution Through Technology. Available: Music Festival Evolution Through Technology. (accessed: 1/12/24)

George. (2011) The Politics of Glastonbury Festival. Available at: The politics of Glastonbury Festival – GEORGE McKAY professor writer musician (Accessed: 1/12/24)

Naumov, N. (2015) Mass tourism. Switzerland: Springer.
Malloy, T. (2018) Glastonbury Festival: Statistics reveal the average Glasto-goer. Available at: Glastonbury Festival: Statistics reveal the average Glasto-goer - Somerset Live (Accessed: 1/12/14)






image.png




