“Greed is good”- Gordon Gekko’s takeover speech to the annual shareholders meeting.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Da1tDKFfno
Gordon Gekko (played by Michael Douglas), a ‘corporate raider in the 1987 film Wall Street (Director, Oliver Stone).
This is a seductive speech. It asserts the stockholder approach, where the owners should get priority of consideration in the running of the business. In this case the main threats he seems to target are the senior management who are paying themselves too much and benefiting from expensive ‘perks’ (hunting trips, expense accounts etc.), threatening profits and the stockholder/shareholder interests.
In reality, his main concern is to buy up companies cheaply, then asset strip them to recover more money than he paid for the company, then sell it off. Normally this will result in loss of jobs and size of operation.
The existing policy of the current management is to restructure. Gekko appeals to ordinary investors to sack existing management, put him in charge and he will save the company. He appeals to their self-interest…” greed is good” ….
How you react to this is depends to some extent on your political as well as ethical point of view. I find Gekko in the speech compelling but hate what he stands for. However, no one gets higher grades for agreeing with my personal philosophy. 
If you watch the film in the end Gekko gets arrested for ‘insider trading’ and use of illegal information. NB Milton Friedman in the stockholder perspective says, “the business of business is business”, business should make profit for its owners…however it has to play by the “rules of the game”. At the very least this means obeying the law.

However had he not used illegal information, maybe he did have a good case that senior management was looking after its own interests and not those of the shareholders (or anyone else’s including workers, suppliers, the society or the environment…the other stakeholders).

Here is Gekko quoting Sun Tzu, The Art of War
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-TLCaDbBv_s
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“Ifyou know the enemy’
and KNOW YOURSELF]
you need not fear
the resultof a

hundred battles.” /
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“APPEAR
WEAK
WHEN YOU
ARE
STRONG,

AND

STRONG
WHEN YOU
ARE
WEAK”

Sun Tzu, The Art of War
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