My placement portfolio.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Within this portfolio I will be explaining what I have done in my time in placement. As I will need picture evidence for my portfolio I have thought about ethical considerations. I ensured the staff and children that no faces will be seen, and the school logo should not be visible. I also ensured that the name of the school, children and staff would not be used throughout for confidentiality. I also ensured that I read the settings policies and procedures so I could have a full understanding of what I needed to do and what I needed to be following while in placement.     
Day 1
On my first day in placement I observed children in a nursery class. Within this day the activities I observed was free painting where the children where allowed to paint how they wanted and with whatever colours were available for them. The children also had the choice to take part in two other activities; one was play-dough and the other was jigsaw puzzles. Within the play-dough activity, the children were encouraged to create different animals by using appropriate cutters and appliances. Within the jigsaws the children were encouraged to complete jigsaws of different abilities. 
[image: ]From observing these activities, I picked up some key learning experiences. One key learning experience that I learned, was that I need to ensure that I am organised. This is because there was a lot of young children and having them to wait while the activities are reached out caused the children to become loud and off topic. By making sure the activities are ready and set for the children, it is likely the children will be able to stay on topic as well as interact better with in the tasks.   
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Day 2
Within my second day of placement I observed children in a nursery class. The children in the class were learning about the letter ‘I’. Within this day the children did several different exercises to help with their knowledge of the letter. The children sang the nursery rhyme “incey wincey spider”. The children did a creative exercise where they created a spider web out of glue and glitter. The children also created their own spider, where they had to ensure that the spider had the correct number of body parts such as legs.  The children also had the opportunity to complete a colouring of a spider. With in this activity the children had a table to tell them what colour they need to ensure each body part is but in welsh. This would mean that the children would have to make links between the English and Welsh as well as recognising their body parts.
[image: ]From the learning experience I picked up some key points that I feel would be useful within my future practise. This was ensuring that most activities covered more than one area of learning.  This could be seen when the children created the spiders as this was encouraging the children to be creative as well as developing their maths. The children also developed their Welsh as they were encouraged to use Welsh while counting. The children were also developing in other areas with their colouring. This was encouraging the children to say their colours in Welsh as well as recognising them. By doing this it showed that the children understood what they were meant to be doing; if the children struggled to identify their colours it would show that they need support. 
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Day 3
On my third day of placement I observed children in a reception class. The children seemed to enjoy learning about the cold weather. One activity that the children enjoyed was looking at what happens when you leave a toy animal in water and leave them out in the cold. When the children came in the morning, they discovered that from the cold the water had frozen and the animal was stuck in the middle. As well as the children also did an activity where they designed their own woolly hat. The children had to paint a page and then out line a woolly hat in the paint as well as several different shapes. 
From doing this observation I picked up on a key learning experience that could help with my future practice. This is ensuring all tasks are suitable for my age group, after consulting with the teacher they gave me feedback on their lesson, saying that the woolly hat painting wasn’t very suitable for the children and that they felt they need to adapt it to make it more complexed for the children to test their ability. The teacher suggested that encouraging the children to write numbers instead of shapes could be better for next time. 
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Day 4
On my fourth day of placement I worked in nursery. Within this day I witnessed the children doing a lot of outdoor play.  The children had the use of the outdoor climbing frame and all the cars and bikes. While outdoors the children had the chance to play in the shaving foam. The aim of this activity was to help the children to develop forming their letters and numbers. It was also another way for the children to discover they can be creative. As well as forming letters and numbers the children were able to draw and make shapes. The children also had the opportunity to make partners by using paint and animals. The children dipped the animal’s feet in paint and printed them on paper. This was helping the children to see the difference in animals’ feet, as well as helping them to recognise how may legs one animal has compared to another.
[image: ]From observing these activities I witnessed what I felt was a key learning experience, as when the children were playing in the shaving foam, a child hit another child in the face resulting the child being hurt as well as having shaving foam in the eye. The teacher dealt with the child by sitting them on the “thinking chair” to think about what they have done, as well as how the child they hurt is feeling. This method seemed to be effective with the child as they seemed to understand what they had done was wrong. I could use this in the future to help a child understand they have done something wrong. 
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Day 5
On this day in placement it was number day where the whole school had the opportunity to wear a number and learn about numbers in their school day. On this day I was in a reception class. The children did several activities involving numbers. One activity was practicing number sequences through jigsaws. The children also did an activity on the iPad’s where children were able to practice number formation, by tracing their numbers. As well as this the children also had the chance to use numicon to help them with their addition. The children were able to numicon out into the formation of the question to help them find their answer. 
[image: ]From these observations I learned some key experiences, which was to use all resources that are available. I feel this as the children were able to further their maths skills by being able to use iPad’s and numicon. This is because the iPad’s are giving the child an opportunity to look at maths in a more enjoyable way as the children may see the activity more as a game rather than an activity, and also the numicon is helping the children to learn independently, as when using numicon the children are less likely to ask for a teachers assistance.  
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Day 6
On this day of placement, I was in a nursery classroom. The children were learning about non-fictional and fictional books, the one book the children were looking at was all about minibeasts. The children got to go into the forest and find the animals that they had seen in their books and look at them up closely.  The children then looked at a story book about jam. As this book is about a family that makes jam and different food item’s with jam, the children had the opportunity to make jam tarts.
From observing this session, a key feature that I saw was the use of the forest. From what I saw the children loved to be able to go into an environment where they can explore and have some control over their learning. The children had the opportunity to chose what they want to find engaging most of them in the activity.
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Day 7
On my seventh day in placement I was placed to observe a year 2/3 class. On this day the children did a lot of their activities outside. The first session they did outside was their literacy. The children had to use natural resources like wood which had letters on to be able to spell words. The children had to go in their groups to find the wood and come back to work as a group and see how many words they could spell. The children also did a numeracy task outside. The children used the chalk board in their outside area to practice their “hundreds, tens and units”.  The children were encouraged to use whatever numbers they liked to use and to work as independent as possible.
From the activities I picked up on some key features which I would consider using in future practice. That is to try and introduce activities to the outdoor environment as much as possible. This is because it seems to help keep the children engaged in activities as well helping to incorporate the foundation phase in with the year two’s learning. 
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[image: ][image: ]



  





Day 8 
On my eighth day I was in a year 2 class. While there I observed a creative writing session where the children were given lollipop sticks and had to create silly sentences from them. The children were then encouraged to write in their best handwriting what they had created.  As well as this I also saw a fractions activity in maths being taken outside. The children had the opportunity to use different items that were given to them and split them into the right number of fractions. The children were encouraged to work together. 
[image: ]I picked up on a key feature while observing, which was to encourage visual learning. With the fractions activity I thought this worked well as the children had the opportunity to understand how they got the answer as they were physically able to do it.
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Day 9
Within this day of placement, I was in a reception class. The children were starting to learn how to ask some what their name is and how to reply in Welsh. The children did this by drawing a picture of a dinosaur of their choice and the writing ‘Dwei’ after words. The children were asked to draw different types of dinosaurs instead of spelling their names as the aim was to develop the patten. While in the class the children also did a maths activity where the children had to learn about what was heavy and what was light. The children had different objects which they had to divide in groups. 
From this observation a key feature that I found was the amount of group work the children do really helps with their confidence and their ability to complete activities. By working in a group, the activities seem to get a better response. 
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Day 10
On my final day I observed a year one class. One activity I saw was the children completing maths questions whereby they had the answers, but they had to find the question. The children were able to complete this task by using numicon. I also witnessed the children have the opportunity to discuss and have a say about what they would like to learn about within their next topic. The children were told to put all their ideas down on paper and to discuss as a group.
One key feature I took from this was having the children’s input on what they would like to learn about. I felt this was a great way to help the children feel a part of the class and engage in their topic. By possibly using this in the future it may help as a way of the students and teacher working to build a strong bond and to increase learning. 
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Observation note.
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Minutes of meetings.
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