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Understanding Crime, Justice and Punishment – Analyse whether the Criminal Justice System in England and Wales recognises the vulnerabilities of female offenders


Assignment two of the understanding crime justice and punishment module is to analyse whether the criminal justice system in England and Wales recognises the vulnerabilities of female offenders. This essay entails details about what the Criminal Justice System is and why it is very important in society. Not only that, there is information given to show if the criminal justice system does recognise the vulnerabilities of female offenders and reasons why the criminal justice system may not recognise the vulnerabilities of female offenders.

The Criminal Justice anticipate information regarding abundant agencies of the Criminal Justice System, their lawful responsibilities, and the context in which they intervene, both social and political (Davies, Croall and Tyrer, 2005). All crime rates are now overall higher, compared to 20 years ago, this means it is important that the criminal justice system is in place and ensure that all criminals get punished in a well manner. In this society it is extremely important that the criminal justice system is equitable, effectual and prompt, the reason is because there has been a stipulation regarding abrasive and prevalent effects on crime (Criminal justice, 2001). The victims of crime have a code of practice which includes important parts of an informative strategic movement from the government to transfigure the criminal justice system by situating victims initially first and making the system easier to navigate and to be effortlessly more responsive (Code of practice for victims of crime, 2013). 

The criminal justice system ensure that they manage the vulnerabilities of women. The aim of the police is to evaluate and associate the most suitable consequence for a person that is recognised by the police at arrest or at the beginning of an arrest stage. The vulnerability of a women is managed in custody by a general appraisal or afterwards in public to discover whether there is a substitute to a criminal justice punishment for a person’s adequacy. The aim for vulnerable women is to bring them away from the criminal justice system and into support services if it is possible, depending on the individual and behaviour. Deciding on a relevant allocation and uplifting women is suggested to be more beneficial to support an individual and to communicate about reasons for behaviour (Women in the Criminal Justice System Debate, 2019).


Most police propositions are concerted on minor offences and police often use gravity matrix which is used to appraise commencing suitability. The matrix is used to gather information on an individual and come to a final decision about punishment (Hannibal and Mountford, 2017). An individual is more likely to have a lower culpability if they have a learning disability or a mental disorder, for example, bipolar, if it is linked to commission of the offence. Other reasons are if the offending was because of excessive self-defence and have a very good reason for their wrongdoings, example if a person is in great danger. Lack of premedication is also a factor which can indicate low culpability, as well as being a supporting role in a gang or group (Scott, 2020).

Intentional targeting of vulnerable victim or deliberately causing more significant trauma for commission of an offence than necessary is an element indicating higher culpability. An offence which is influenced or demonstrated with antagonism towards a victim based upon a person’s gender, sexual orientation or an assumed disability (Gravity Matrix Adult, 2019). It is very important that there are different services that are open to help women and are available at times where they are much needed, this is the main key to success (Managing Vulnerability Women, 2022). This came to light to the Ministry of Justice and enlightened them to come to a decision to invest 4.5 million pound over the total of five years to support community provision for women offenders. Not only that, a total of two-million-pound worth of funding to support women who have been involved in and are victims of domestic abuse. One million pound of funding was also issued to support eight local areas, which are “Exeter, Greater Manchester, Lancashire & Cumbria, Norfolk, Surrey, Sussex, Wales and West Mercia” the reason for this is because they hope that this will spread awareness and positivity, in hope that they encourage other areas to do the same and decide to help and support other vulnerable people in areas and evolve a WSA model (A Whole System Approach for Female Offenders, 2018).

It is very important that females get the support they need by the criminal justice system because they appear to be the most vulnerable. Females are most likely to suffer with mental health issues, and they often appear to self-harm themselves badly, this is the reason why females have a higher ubiquity (Jewkes, 2016). A great deal of females often encounter disorderly lifestyles, this is usually developed because they have lived a unhappy life, filled with intense trauma and abuse. Many females involved in the criminal justice system have been involved in domestic abuse, a big percentage of sixty, which is over half the number of females. The percentage shows how important it is that the criminal justice system is helping vulnerable women, the reason is because there are so many women struggling and going through a similar thing (Female Offender Strategy, 2018).

Gibbs and Gilmour, (2022) suggests approximately, two-fifths of women offenders have a low IQ level, this is one of the many reasons why they need extra assistance with everyday occurrences, for example managing money and debt. It is important for women with children to be able to manage housing bills and being able to ask for family support. Nearly, a third of women offenders have been in care when they were younger, with some who experienced both physical and emotional abuse and/or sexual abuse. With aid from the big lottery last year, the Prison Reform Trust ensured that there was a call for help (Vince and Evison, 2022).

Talbot, (2021) states that it is outside of the criminal justice system where many solutions are made. An example of this is women’s protection from domestic abuse, settled housing, ongoing support to enable women to take a step back from coercive associations, family assistance, support with money issues, access to applicable and effectual mental health services. Imprisonment for women often results in children being taken from their mothers, this occurs to roughly seventeen thousand children. Children being taken from their mother is a very distressing, damaging and disquieting experience, which causes a lot of upset. Not only that, but this also means it can be very costly in some areas and can result in children having bad mental health issues and a higher possibility of anti-social behaviour. By helping women and children early on, research shows that it helps prevent or worsen mental health issues and reduce escalation. An intervention is proven to be an effective outcome and can save money in some areas. Giving women information and an invitation to talk about their own encounters and intuition, inter-agency assistance can merge help and secure services locally are planned to meet children and women’s needs and plan an appropriate, unique plan of action (The Concordat on Women in or at risk of contact with the Criminal Justice System, 2020).


The criminal justice system is continuing to support women and find different outcomes and support. Concerns have however been voiced, stating that the criminal justice system is not sympathetic and reactive enough to meet the needs of individual women’s needs. Statistics from September 2021 show that women however are only four percent in population out of the whole prison. In Styal prison, within a year, back in 2007 six women sadly died and then this led to the Corston Report being issued by the government. Included in the Corston Report show all reasons to why both women and men are guilty of crime and feedback to talks while at interventions and rehabilitation. After looking into solutions, it was decided that it is vital for women to have a new and different approach to what men have and equality outcomes for women become more important. The report then followed and developed bigger, the government came to a decision that it is necessary for a more advanced focus on women’s needs within CJS (Petrillo, 2007). The Female Offender Strategy was later published by the Ministry of Justice in June 2018, the strategy’s main aim is to reduce crime, help cover the costs of helping women and improve pressure on services in the CJS (Female Offender Strategy, 2018). Although the Ministry of Justice has comprehensive authority for the strategy, the prosperity and success also come from many individual participants which have been through the system, which include the municipal government, third sector and organisations within the CJS. The Female Offender Strategy 2018 has main aims and include intelligible principles, given the pessimistic effects of offending women and children and the considerable but badly acknowledged value to the taxpayer (Improving outcomes for women in the criminal justice system - National Audit Office (NAO) Report, 2022).


Vadackumchery, (2000) states that pregnant women under custody in India should be greeted with a suitable diet. Police custody officers would often face eccentric oppositions, especially with unreported pregnancies. A woman in custody reported to the custody officer that her waters broke, and she needed support, however the officer turned around and blamed her for pretending to have fake contractions (Leary, 2015). While in prison, a woman facing the death penalty was guilty of drug charges and while still at police custody she was obligated to have an abortion (Starmer and Christou, 2005). 

The law is set to be modified by the Home Office to certify all women on their menstrual cycle are treated with self-respect and propriety during time spent at custody, including others with hygiene necessities and individual health needs (Gender Specific Standards to Improve Health and Wellbeing for Women in Prison in England, 2018). In 2018, the Independent Custody Visiting Association got in touch with the Home Office and voiced concerns about women being left without essential products for periods in prison. One force decided that they are not issuing period products to women because they are unsafe, females were made to take their clothes off, together with underwear and positioned in paper suits with no period products being issued. Another concern of the ICVA is that in prisons there is an insufficient amount of hand-washing equipment and voiced a concern about the operated CCTV in women’s cells. The changes made by the Home Office will guarantee that menstrual products will be issued, hygiene products and that women will be treated fairly. All women will be assigned entry to washing equipment and toilet facilities and officers will permit clothing and individual effects to be preserved by officers. The changes of the law will be updated and will be then reflected to prisoners about personal rightfulness and entitlements. Interchange will be introduced when the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) has been amended and been set in parliament (Hurd, 2019).

Overall, research shows that the criminal justice system has not always done enough to support women offenders such as pregnant women, menstrual cycle, supporting mental health and recognising trauma from a women’s past which could be what lead them to commit crime (Walker, 2010). Currently the criminal Justice System appears to recognise the need for support for women and are actively doing a lot more to help women offenders such as the distribution of free sanitary products, protection and support of pregnant women (Hurd, 2019). Evidently, over the years more solutions have been made to help and protect women, as well as children who have been victims of domestic violence. Importantly, more protection is there for women who have had a traumatic life with partners and family because it can pass on and effect children of their own and cause major mental health issues and repetitive cycles within families (Scott, 2020). Subsequently, although there still appears to be room for improvement, the criminal justice system is actively recognising and improving women’s outcomes when in the system (Improving outcomes for women in the criminal justice system - National Audit Office (NAO) Report, 2022). 
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