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A Study on Mind-nature Theory of the Ch’an Sect
to the Tendency of Mahayana Expressed in the Buddhist Thoughts of The Diamond Sutra
ZHANG Kai-yuan
(School of English Studies, Hebei Normal University, Shijiazhuang, 050024, China)

Abstract: The Diamond Sutra used to be the fundamental Buddhism sutra for the Three Treatise School. During the
period of the fifth ancestor Hong-ren, he made the sutra worked as the fundamental one for the Ch’an sect. Therefore,
the dissemination of the sutra began to have close relationship with Ch’an. Hui-neng, the sixth ancestor of the Ch’an
sect added new Buddhist thoughts for the sutra, which is known as Mind-nature theory. From then on, the tendency of
illumination for The Diamond Sutra began to contain the Buddhist connotation of Mahayana and positive utilitarianism.
Key Words: Ch’an; The Diamond Sutra; tendency of positive utilitarianism; tendency of Mahayana in Buddhist
thought of The Diamond Sutra
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