Lara Davies
Evaluate how community policing and community engagement can help to prevent terrorism and support counter-terrorism policing.
In this report the aspects being looked at are the advantages of community engagement in preventing terrorism and supporting counter terrorism. The report will consider how police interacting with the community and supporting members of the public helps prevent terrorism.
To begin with in any relationship between people and services is the need to build trust in order to have cooperation between both parties. In order for the police to gain the trust of members of the public they must gain public confidence, and this is the key factor of ‘trust, legitimacy and consent in policing’ (Merry et al, 2012). If the public do not feel confident in the service, the police provide and that they cannot confide in the police for help then it is less likely for crime to be reported. It also prevents potential victims of crime such as terrorism coming forward. 
There are certain groups in society who have more difficulty trusting the police especially Black and minority ethnics due to past events in history which is why community engagement is vital to regain that trust. In 2022 ‘The Police Foundation’ strategic review set up a strategy of new police recruits to be put in community policing in order for them to build trust and improve relationships with the communities they support (Hobbs and Brown, 2023). Introducing new officers to the community allows both the police and public to build a positive relationship from the start and for the community to know what officers will be working around them. Both the police and the public need to work together in order to report and tackle crime 
Police presence in the community allows the public the ability to approach officers and report crime if needed this is seen as democratic mandate (College of Policing, 2013). It allows officers to gather information and intelligence by speaking to the public and patrolling different arears to see what is happening. The public are seen as the ‘eyes and ears of the police’ and both work hand in hand to prevent and report crime building that community partnership (Balcioglu and Pala, 2016). Community engagement allows for officers to identify issues and come up with solutions and help with early detection of potential terrorism activity allowing for earlier intervention. If the police did not engage with the community and only responded to 999 calls it would result in later detection of terrorism. 
Certain areas and groups in society may need more support and information regarding crime and how to prevent them from being involved in crime due to their vulnerability. Police engaging and speaking to the community they serve allows them to identify those who are vulnerable of being involved in acts of terrorism and prevent them from being so. Identifying those vulnerable individuals allows the police to contact and work with other multi partnership agencies to come up with a strategy to ensure that those at more risk do not become radicalised (College of Policing, 2023). It is important that the police know what kind of people are in the communities they support and educate themselves on the different ways others live their lives and what they believe in. If police officers are well placed it allow for the identification of grievances and negative perceptions within the community and how to prevent potential extremist ideology being shared (Stuart, 2015).
The UK Government counter terrorism strategy is known as CONTEST and within is a programme called ‘The Prevent Programme’ which has four main points Protect stopping people becoming terrorist or supporting these ideas, Pursue strategies to prevent terrorism acts, Prevent strengthen ways to prevent terrorism and Prepare minimising the impact of an attack (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2024). This programme allows those identified as vulnerable of being drawn to extremism can be referred to the programme where they will work with multiple agencies to receive support and protect them. The police and other public authorities have a duty under Section 26 (1) of the Counter-Terrorism and Security Act (2015) to prevent people from being drawn into terrorism and refer those involved or vulnerable to. If police did not engage with the community, then those vulnerable individuals would not be identified nor referred.
The sharing of information and educating the public by the police on terrorism and what potential terrorism activity looks like will help prevent acts of terrorism occurring. The police working with local businesses, security and organisations allows for sharing of any information regarding terrorism activity and everyone collaborating together helps keep people safe and the more people able to identify terrorism activity and report it. The police sharing information and keeping communities updated on issues that affect them helps enhance public confidence and demonstrates the police taking actions on community issues (Aston et al, 2021).
In conclusion there are numerous advantages to community policing and engagement in helping preventing terrorism and supporting counter-terrorism from the police being active in the community and building stronger and positive relationships which builds trust and cooperation. The more present police are and engaging within communities helps deter crime and allows police to know the people of the community better making it easier to gather information and intelligence. If police did not engage with the community, it would make it easier for criminals to plan and commit acts of terrorism and would mean less vulnerable people are saved from being involved in these acts. Overall public safety is increased and likelihood of acts of terrorism being committed can be prevented. 
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