
Ancestors, Death and Burial 

Geometric Burials Athens 

 

1) Examine the following images of decorated pottery to try to establish  the different 
aspects involved in funerary ritual in 8th century Athens. What else might these pots tell 
us about death and burial in the 8th century in Athens? 

  

 



Ancestors, Death and Burial 

2) Examine the cross-section of a 9th century cremation burial from Athens 

a) Can you reconstruct the funerary rites from the remains? (think about burial 
facility, treatment of the body, actions of mourners etc.) 

b) What grave goods are there? 
c) What significance might these have had? 
d) What might your conclusions tell us about Early Geometric burials? 

 

 


